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The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 
117 C Street NW 
Ephrata, WA 98823 

Thank you for supporting the work of the church through your prayers, your  
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness as we pursue our mission:  

  “We Serve God by Serving Others”  

Office Hours 
Church Office is closed but can 

be reached by phone. 

Phone: (509)754-4664 

Email: office@umcephrata.org 

          

Pastor Don Dunn…...pastor@umcephrata.org...(208) 757-1733 

Admin Assistant:  Tresa Poe…….office@umcephrata.org...(509) 398-2599 

Custodian:  Jamie Downing 

 

www.umcephrata.org 
facebook.com/umcofephrata 

   

 

                                               The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 

“We Serve God by Serving Others.” 

The Update Newsletter 

                    January 2021 

It was a strange Christmas, hunkered down, many observing the season in 

social isolation from family. For many families the Zoom on the computer 

made it possible to visit with extended family. For others, telephone calls 

would be the means. For others still gathering in person would follow tra-

dition. It is a different season, yet we are not without the message that 

God is with us, we are not alone. Jupiter and Saturn mark time and won-

der with a show in the Southern and Western sky. It was worth seeing, 

was it a reminder that “we are not alone.”? 

Yes, the season marched on amid good news, bad news, and no news, and 

here we are poised to begin a New Year. In a few months the hoped for and prayed 

for vaccines will become available. Some are more willing to receive it. I am,     

others seem persuaded otherwise. Yet, we pray for those who continue to get the 

Coronavirus. We also pray for the millions who to one degree or another have had 

Covid-19. We must mourn the 300,000 in the U.S. who have died. Many who leave 

family behind in untimely deaths. 

 It is dismal, yet we as Christians are reminded that God is with us, we are 

not alone. God is intervening in our world. We are entering Epiphany which is the 

season following Jesus’ baptism when he is declared to be God’s Son. Epiphany is 

the revealing of God’s self to and in the world. It is God’s way of countering our 

fears. We may fear people who are just different. Or maybe our fears are of those 

Christians whose view of God and faith do not fit ours. Epiphany means to make 

possible the dialogue that may follow ones encounter with others. It may become a 

matter of openness with those whom we feel we could not talk with. Epiphany is 

when God makes it possible for people to loosen their grip on tightly held dogma 

and speak with each other. What a wonderful and hope filled way to begin the 

New Year.  

 I appreciate our time of engaging one another in thoughtful 

conversations, though it happens more by Zoom and telephone, it 

is still a good Christian      practice that holds out the possibility of 

community in this New Year. 

Pastor Don 
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Happy New Year Church Family!!   Oh, how I have missed seeing 

each of you.  Hopefully in the coming months we will be able to 

gather again--- to sing, to worship, to greet each other in Christ’s 

love! 

 

I have two messages for this newsletter…First, I want to thank 

everyone for their cards, thoughts, phone calls and prayers during 

my surgery in November.  The surgery went well, and I am healing.  I plan to 

be back in full swing in a couple months!   In December we had COVID expo-

sure, so Camille and I had to quarantine at home for the last couple weeks of 

Dec.  This put a crimp in all my holiday activities!   It also postponed my physi-

cal therapy, so now I need to start over.  Fortunately, our COVID tests came 

back negative and we had no symptoms.  Things are looking up on the home 

front!!! 

 

 Now for the second message…the good news is that our apportionments 

are paid for the year, insurance is paid, all bills are current, and we will make 

payroll the end of December.  Also, according to the November Foundation 

statement, we may realize a profit of $27,250 from our account held there.   

Those monies come to us and are deposited into the local church endowment ac-

count.  As treasure, I am glad we have the resources to cover our current ex-

penses.  At the same time, I am concerned that we will soon be eating into some 

of our reserve monies.   

 

 So, as you consider your giving and support for 2021, please remember 

that just because we aren’t physically, in the building for worship, there are 

still financial needs—utilities, staff, regular building maintenance, etc.  Since 

we have lost several members this past year, the church financial responsibility 

will just be spread over a fewer number of people.  Each of us may need to con-

tribute just a little more—if possible. 

 

During the January Church Council meeting we will be reviewing and approv-

ing our 2021 church budget.  If you would like to see a copy of this prior to the 

meeting please let me know.  A copy will be sent to all regular council partici-

pants along with the minutes, etc. All things considered, I think we may be bet-

ter off than many of our sister church families, however, we still need to stay 

vigilant in keeping our finances healthy. 

 

May this new year bring you peace and joy!  And remember, Christ is present in 

all we do!  

   In his Love and Grace, Christy, Church Treasurer 
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“I call to you, Lord, come quickly to me; hear me when I call to you.  May my prayer be set before 
you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  Psalm 141: 1-2 

One of the most wonderful gifts we are given is the gift of prayer.   
We can pray for one another in times of need as well as times of celebration. 

To join the email prayer chain, email Tresa at office@umcephrata.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let us know if someone should be added or taken off our prayer list by 
contacting the church office: Also contact the church office if you know of  

someone in need of a visit by our Congregational Care Team or Pastor Don. 

 Bob St. Clair Jr 

 Ed Sivula 

 Ron Gardner 

 Steven Grass 

 Brian Davisson 

 Renee Muse 

 Al Davisson 

 Steve Smith 

 Justin Townley 

 Gail Catlow 

 Eleanor Gausman 

 Dan Anderson 

 Ed Warren 

 Marlene Fisk Warren 

 David Prince 

 Abbie Thorndike 

 Dennis Ackerman 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Rayce & Tiffany Barnes 

 Tabatha 

 David Thompson 

 Marie Marsh 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Eric Moulton 

 Francie Hernandez 

 Shirley Johnson 

 Jeremy Warren 

 Kierra Smith 

 Jessica Smith 

 Julea Dunn 

 Cammy Hatch 

Chris Wash 

Kevin Harmon 

Michael Oliveira 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Well-Being 
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Truth + Love 
 

I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the  
starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of  

peace and brotherhood can never become reality. 
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word. 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 

Epiphany epiphanies 
Sometimes brief words of ancient wisdom can spark an “aha!” moment — a 
revelation of new insight about God or faith. Here are some epiphanies for 
the season of Epiphany. 
 
 

“If we approach with faith, we too will see Jesus … for the Eucharistic table takes the 
place of the crib. Here, the Body of the Lord is present, wrapped not in swaddling 
clothes but in the rays of the Holy Spirit.” 
—St. John Chrysostom (347-407) 
 
“So that we might also have the means to go, the one we were longing to go to came 
here from there. And what did he make? A wooden raft for us to cross the sea on. For 
no one can cross the sea of this world unless carried over it on the cross of Christ.” 
—St. Augustine (354-430) 
 
“You wish to see; listen. Hearing is a step toward vision.”  
—St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) 
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EUMC Updates/Announcements 

 

 The Pastor will be on vacation until January 11th so there will be no Bible 

Study, Book Study, Social Hour, or posted sermons for the next two weeks.  I 

will be taking some vacation time as well but I will be in and out and will be 

available on my cell phone (509-398-2599)….Tresa  

 

 Pastor Don recommends reading the New York Times interview with Rev. 

William Barber II from December 28, 2020 on Greed, Poverty, and Evangeli-

cal Politics. 

 
 

Book Study  
(Resuming January 11th) 

 
 We are finishing the book Priorities. It has given us all much to consider - scrip-
turally and with regard to our responsibility to others with an understanding that is 
broad for Christians.  
 I would like to invite others also to consider joining us when we begin to read a 
shorter book, Fear of the Other by William Willimon. He is a really good preacher and 
communicates well. Hope you can join us.  
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January 28 

5:30-6:30pm  

Pick-Up & Delivery 

Connect With Us!!  

Links to all sermons, Zoom bible/book studies are on our website at 

ww.umcephrata.org 

 

Zoom Bible Study (Sermon text for Sunday), Wednesdays at 12pm 

Zoom Book Study (Priorities by Ann Robertson), Mondays at 11am 

Zoom Social Hour, Tuesdays at 1:30pm 

Sermons posted by Saturday to our Facebook & YouTube Channel 

**Subscribe to our YouTube channel and get notifications when a video 

has posted. 
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Dec 28th-Jan 10th Pastor on Vacation 
 
Jan 1   New Years Day 
 
Jan 6   Epiphany 
 
Jan 10  Baptism of the Lord 
 
Jan 11  Book Study, Zoom @ 11am 
 
Jan 12  Social Hour, Zoom @ 1:30pm 
 
Jan 13  Bible Study, Zoom @ 12pm 
    
Jan 13  Church Council Meeting 
   Zoom @ 5pm 
 
Jan 16  Religious Freedom Day 
 
Jan 18  Martin Luther King Day 
   Book Study, Zoom @ 11am 
 
Jan 18-25  Week of Prayer  
 
Jan 19  Social Hour, Zoom @ 1:30pm 
 
Jan 20  Inauguration Day 
   Bible Study, Zoom @ 12pm 
 
Jan 25  Book Study, Zoom @ 11am 
 
Jan 26  Social Hour, Zoom @ 1:30pm 
 
Jan 27  Bible Study, Zoom @ 12pm 
 
Jan 28  Community Dinner 5:30pm  
   (Pick Up & Delivery Only) 

Lonny Holleman 
January 4th 

 
Joan Warner 
January 7th 

 
Vera Senn 
January 9th 

 
Al Treiber 

January 20th 
 

Ken Slininger 
January 27th 

 
 


