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The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 
117 C Street NW 
Ephrata, WA 98823 

Thank you for supporting the work of the church through your prayers, your  
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness as we pursue our mission:  

  “We Serve God by Serving Others”  

     Office Hours 
Monday through Wednesday 

 9:00am to 1:00pm 

Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm 

Phone: (509)754-4664 

Email: office@umcephrata.org 

         Pastor Don Dunn…...pastor@umcephrata.org 

Administrative Assistant:  Tresa Poe…….office@umcephrata.org 

Custodian:  Jamie Downing 

Pianist:  Betsy Pecka 

 

www.umcephrata.org 
facebook.com/umcofephrata 

   

 

                                               The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 

“We Serve God by Serving Others.” 

The Update Newsletter 

                    January 2020 

Don and Bobbi  

  

 Sometimes it helps to consider how one has changed over the 
years. Christmas – Epiphany for me are time to reflect on how my life 
and views have changed. This morning I was flipping through a book 
written for smaller churches by David Ray which I purchased in January 
1993, A Big Book on Small Churches. I noted some of the remarks I 
penciled in the margins. I was more into individualism coming from the 
previous church life of 25 years. In hind sight, I see that I was more into 
the cultural mindset of individualism. At the time, I was uncomfortable and 
resisted the idea of community – which is what the church is. I confess my 
thinking lacked wisdom. I do value both time alone, to think, read, and 
pray, but also know we are created and called to belong and be a part of a community 
of faith. I have so many times and faces and memories of community. It is in commu-
nity that our prayers over many decades are stored in the walls of our sanctuary. 
Memories give way to Hope as we experience the nearness of God with us.  

 Epiphany, follows Christmas, beginning with the Baptism of Jesus. It is also a 
day when each of us is reminded of our baptism, which identifies us as persons who 
are part of the family of God. That awareness gives us time to consider what God is 
doing, how God is revealing himself to us amid the certainty of change all around. 
Have we considered the enormity of God’s revelation in Jesus of Nazareth? How can 
we see Christ in the “other”? How might we give more importance to the environment? 
Would it make possible a wider inclusion of “others” in our thinking, living, and 
church? What is God up to next? “Aha” moments await – How might we respond? 

Merry Christmas and Happy Epiphany! 
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EUMC’s Woman of the Year - Mary Mantz 

We have a quiet church mouse who is also a very busy little mouse. It’s 

amazing the number of projects this mouse accomplishes quietly and 

efficiently. However, if she has a huge task to do, she’s not afraid to 

ask for help and the other church mice had better come a running. 

This little church mouse has been a member of Ephrata United Meth-

odist Church probably all her life. Listing the committees she has 

worked on and the many tasks she has accomplished is difficult but 

here are a few: Church yard sale coordinator for many years, head col-

lection counter every other Sunday, member of the Ephrata Food Bank 

(which is held in the George Pheasant building, named after her fa-

ther), Assisted in bible school, member of a funeral team, past member 

and secretary of the Finance Committee, and currently is the Trustee 

Committee Chair.  

Darryl Pheasant grew up in the United Methodist Church. 

In his younger years he was member of Columbia Youth 

Methodist Ministry and scheduled activities during the year. 

He attended Whitworth for one year, then earned a Business 

at Eastern Washington University. He worked at Washington 

Trust in Spokane until he took the County Treasurer’s office 

after Mr. Archer died. He has been re-elected numerous times 

and has been serving for 35 years.  He has two daughter: one 

in college and one is a new teacher. He has been our church 

Treasurer for a very long, long time. You an also find him at 

the Masquers Theater as star or supporting role performer in many presentations. Thank you 

Darryl. You are very appreciated.  

Special Mission Recognition Pins 

Betsy Pecka has blessed our Church for four years as our pi-

ano  player and choir accompanist. She plays for the choir every 

Sunday that they sing. Her vocals are delivered with angelic 

virtuosity which deepens our worship. She is always willing to 

play for funerals and weddings even having to commute from 

Moss Lake and her teaching responsibilities at the elementary 

level.  Thank you Betsy Pecka for being with us. We are so ap-

preciative and blessed.  
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“I call to you, Lord, come quickly to me; hear me when I call to you.  May my prayer be set before 
you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  Psalm 141: 1-2 

One of the most wonderful gifts we are given is the gift of prayer.   
We can pray for one another in times of need as well as times of celebration. 

To join the email prayer chain, email Tresa at office@umcephrata.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let us know if someone should be added or taken off our prayer list by 
contacting the church office: Also contact the church office if you know of some-

one in need of a visit by our Congregational Care Team or Pastor Don. 

 Bob St. Clair Jr 

 Ed Sivula 

 Ron Gardner 

 Steven Grass 

 Brian Davisson 

 Renee Muse 

 Al Davisson 

 Steve Smith 

 Justin Townley 

 Gail Catlow 

 Joe Hatch 

 Eleanor Gausman 

 Dan Anderson 

 Randy Senn  

 Ed Warren 

 Marlene Fisk Warren 

 David Prince 

 Abbie Thorndike 

 Ralph Schonder 

 Dennis Ackerman 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Rayce & Tiffany Barnes 

 Tabatha 

 Susan Aldridge 

 David Thompson 

 Julea Dunn 

 Marie Marsh 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Mike Dell 

 Dick Ross 

 Eric Moulton 

 Tom Pheasant 

 Francie Hernandez 

 Shirley Johnson 

 Kathleen Neuberger 

 Jeremy Warren 

 Kierra Smith 

 Jessica Smith 

 Mark Neihenke 

Chris Wash 

Kevin Harmon 

Michael Oliveira 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Well-Being 
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The next UMW/Circle of Love will meet on February 17th. Location, hostesses 
and program will be announced at a later time.  

 

 

The Community Memory Café will not be meeting in January. The next Memory Café will be 
Monday, February 10th, from 1:30pm - 3pm in our Social Hall.  

Please spread the word that the Community Memory Café serves those with 
various forms of memory loss as well as their caregivers, spouse, or          
relative/friend. 

Grief Support: For those going through the challenges of loss-perhaps recently, or from years 
ago. Meeting every first and third Tuesday of every month from 6 to 7pm, with Penny and David 
Clees.  

Caregiver Support Group: Every second Wednesday of the month from 10 am until 11 am. Come 
and find support and understanding. Come and tell your story. Come and have time to rest in the 
caring arms of Christ’s love. If that time does not work for you, please call and set up a time to meet 
with Pastor Don. 

Bible Study:  Pastor Don leads a Bible Study group every Wednesday at 2pm in the Fireside 
Room.  All are welcome and encouraged to join.  

Men’s group will be on January 4th at 8:30am.  

Join us for breakfast, conversation, and a program. 

All men are welcome 

The Evangelism Committee is hoping to begin a new service to our Congregation. We would like 

to be able to offer transportation to and from the doctor, dentist, and physical therapy appoint-

ments, etc. to those who cannot drive and need help with getting to their appointments. We 

need volunteers. This will be on an as needed basis.  If you would be interested in helping with 

this outreach. Please contact Vera Senn at vmlouise@gmail.com or call/text (509) 750-1014 
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Reminder - The boxes everyone has been putting together will be put on the altar on the Sunday, 
January 5th to coincide with Epiphany. They will then be distributed to the food banks.  

  Food Bank Volunteers 

I would like to thank all those who came down Monday and Thursday to help me hand out food at 

our local Ephrata Food Bank in the month of November.  It may not seem like much, but your time 

at the counter helps out those in the back so much, plus we get to meet some really nice people.   

The following people who helped out are:  Ed Rogers, Chris Rogers,  Maggie Reynolds, Margaret 

Treiber, Vera Senn & Lois Drennan.  Thank you, Mary Mantz 

Carolers 

Thank you to the singers who went caroling December 15th. We went to the Basin Senior           

Retirement Home, McKay’s in Soap Lake, Garden Oasis nursing home, and Columbia Basin      

Hospital. The residents enjoyed hearing David, Penny, Carla, Joseph, Bob, Vera, Don & Bobbi.  

 
New job opportunity in the church for the new year: The SPR committee would 
like to hire a part-time employee in the coming year. We are looking for an Adult 
Outreach and Community Coordinator. This position would be for 20 hours a 
month maximum and starting wage would be $14 an hour. Job descriptions and 
applications are located in the church office. Please pick one up and fill out a 

job application if you are interested. Contact any member of the SPR Committee if you have any 
questions. 

Enclosed in this Update is the Lay Leadership 2020 listing the various committees 
and assigned members. The Nomination Committee is responsible for filling these 
positions prior to Charge Conference each year. The structure of the committees 
has changed since the church has gone to single governance - meaning not as 
many committees and Church Council members are the deciding body. All church 
members are welcome to attend any of the committee meetings on contact a  
member of the committee of you have concerns.  



4  

 

SERVERS 

Please join us for Community Dinner on 

Thursday, January 30th, at 5:30pm.  

Invite friends, family, and neighbors.  

All are welcome! 

DATE January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26 

Assistant 

of the Day 
Lonny Holleman Ed Rogers Bob Bluhm Denis Plew 

Ushers Joan Jensen Denis Plew Marilyn Bluhm Tura Yount 

Greeters Tura Yount Maggie Reynolds 
Linda Bryant-

Smith 
Vivian Plew 

Liturgist Camille Price Bobbi Dunn Vera Senn 
Linda Bryant-

Smith 

Coffee 

Hour 
Mary Holleman Vera Senn Christy Price Bev White 

Lead 

Counter 
Mary Mantz Denis Plew Mary Mantz 

Linda Bryant-

Smith 

Assisting 

Counter 
Margaret Treiber 

Louise  

Ingebrigtson 
Margaret Treiber Marilyn Grass 

Communion 

Servers 

Tura Yount & 

Bev White 
   

Special Dates 

New Year’s Day, January 1 
Epiphany, January 6 

Baptism of the Lord, January 12 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 20 
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Lonny Holleman 
January 4th 

 
Jeffrey DuGuay 

January 4th 
 

Vera Senn 
January 9th 

 
Victoria Ryan 
January 13th 

 
Albert Treiber 
January 20th 

 
Ken Slininger 
January 27th 

 
Elenora Roloff 
January 28th 

   
January 1  Office Closed, New Year’s Day 
   Bible Study, 2pm 
 
January 2  Pastor Out of Office   
    
January 4  Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am 
    
January 5  Food Box Collection 
    
January 7  Quilters, 9am 
   Grief Support Group, 6pm 
         
January 8  Caregivers Group, 10am 
   Bible Study, 2pm 
   Church Council Meeting, 5:15pm 
      
January 12  Christmas “De-Decorating”  
 
January 14  Quilters, 9am 
   Trustees Meeting, 7pm 
    
January 15  Bible Study, 2pm 
    
January 20  Newsletter Deadline 
 
January 21  Quilters, 9am 
   Grief Support Group, 6pm 
 
January 22  Newsletter Folding, 9am 
   Bible Study, 2pm 
 
January 26  Garden Oasis Service, 3pm  
        
January 28  Quilters, 9am 
 
January 29  Bible Study, 2pm 
 
January 30  Community Dinner, 5:30pm 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Shad & Jamie Downing 
January 11th 

17 years 


