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The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 
117 C Street NW 
Ephrata, WA 98823 

Thank you for supporting the work of the church through your prayers, your  
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness as we pursue our mission:  

  “We Serve God by Serving Others”  

     Office Hours 
Monday through Wednesday 

 9:00am to 1:00pm 

Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm 

Phone: (509)754-4664 

Email: office@umcephrata.org 

         Pastor Don Dunn…...pastor@umcephrata.org 

Administrative Assistant:  Tresa Poe…….office@umcephrata.org 

Custodian:  Jamie Downing 

Pianist:  Betsy Pecka 

 

www.umcephrata.org 
facebook.com/umcofephrata 

   

 

                                               The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 

“We Serve God by Serving Others.” 

The Update Newsletter 

                    February 2020 

Pastor Don  

(The following Pastor’s Note is my perception and is not an official statement by the United Methodist Church.) 

 The United Methodist Church was in the news a few days after Christmas. Much is reported 
about the upcoming agenda in 2020 regarding decision making about human sexuality. I am still 
reading what the United Methodist have actually put on their website, which certainly provides more 
information than is available from other news sources. The General Conference will be meeting in 
May to vote on proposed changes. The Book of Discipline particularly has wording that prohibits and 
punishes people who are in non-heterosexual relationships, or who do same-sex weddings. A lot of 
fear and anxiety has been generated after years of inability to see a way forward.  
 Biblically in Acts 10:34, Peter said “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group 
of people over another…” The passage continues of course, but we need to stop at this sentence to consider 
our relationship with any and all who are different from us. The passage continues in Acts 10:35 “Rather in 
every nation (i.e. race, ethnicity) whoever (that includes women, men regardless one’s sexual orientation) wor-
ships Him and does what is right (a possible application putting God first as in the 10 commandments and not 
idolizing a form of human sexuality to the exclusion of others) is acceptable to Him.”  
 Human sexuality is a conversation that makes us uncomfortable. True, we have disputable texts on this 
subject – not very many - and each with questions of application and implications that we could discuss. These 
are often treated with an absolutism that does not cohere with scripture, nor with human experience. Again, 
fear of the other is a larger issue for us and if we are honest, we can admit that. True, we can still read and in-
terpret the text differently and ask different questions. All of us should struggle with scripture. Your interpreta-
tion may be different from mine and you may be right! Maybe you had experiences that I did not have. People 
growing up in a multicultural area and one that sees more differences in people’s sexual orientation may well 
have a different outlook on the Bible, God, and others who are also God loving, church going people.  
 Sexual immorality of course, in any form, must be taken seriously and dealt with. But one’s sexual ori-
entation is not a moral issue. How they behave and are treated however, is a moral issue. Deviancy unfortu-
nately exists across persons of every sexual orientation. But just to look at same sex persons only because that 
is who they are and punish them for that is wrong! Recalling what happened to Matthew Shepherd in Wyo-
ming should horrify EVERY Christian. For United Methodists, it may help to rethink our Book of Discipline. 
Shepherd is only one among many brutally killed.  
 We should note that the Cabinet of the Pacific Northwest Conference has no desire to impose a minis-
ter on a church that is uncomfortable with a differently gendered preferred person. It is a “live and let live” 
type of change that is being sought. “God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over another” (Acts 
10:34). It should also be noted that the United Church of Christ, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, 
Episcopal Church, Christian Church Disciples of Christ, American Baptist Churches USA, and Presbyterian 
Church of USA, have all moved away from prohibitive measures based only on the differences of one’s sexual 
orientation. Also, many Evangelicals, not all, have become more open and affirming as well. 
 A change in the Book of Discipline does not mean you must change your conviction, only that we stop 
punishing people for whom they are. A change in the Book of Discipline does not mean imposing a person in 
ministry on a church that will not accept them. Churches may remain United Methodist and be neutral, allow-
ing a freedom in Christ that can give breathing space to all. 
 Over my years of ministry, I have observed many people change their views as we (1) learned more 
about human sexuality, (2) befriended persons who were same sex, and (3) discovered the image of God in 
people of different sexual orientation. With this newsletter I include the Bishop’s recent response. She is gra-
cious and forthright. Please find this insert within this newsletter.  
      Together with you on the Way. 
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On January 12th we celebrated Darryl Pheas-
ant for the many years of service as our 

Church Treasurer. Thank you for your hard 
work and dedication Darryl! 

On January 12th we also said good-bye 
and honored Carla Ryan for her hard work 
and dedication. You will be missed Carla! 

New Church Treasurer, 
Christy Price,  

honors Darryl Pheasant. 
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“I call to you, Lord, come quickly to me; hear me when I call to you.  May my prayer be set before 
you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  Psalm 141: 1-2 

One of the most wonderful gifts we are given is the gift of prayer.   
We can pray for one another in times of need as well as times of celebration. 

To join the email prayer chain, email Tresa at office@umcephrata.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let us know if someone should be added or taken off our prayer list by 
contacting the church office: Also contact the church office if you know of some-

one in need of a visit by our Congregational Care Team or Pastor Don. 

 Bob St. Clair Jr 

 Ed Sivula 

 Ron Gardner 

 Steven Grass 

 Brian Davisson 

 Renee Muse 

 Al Davisson 

 Steve Smith 

 Justin Townley 

 Gail Catlow 

 Joe Hatch 

 Eleanor Gausman 

 Dan Anderson 

 Randy Senn  

 Ed Warren 

 Marlene Fisk Warren 

 David Prince 

 Abbie Thorndike 

 Dennis Ackerman 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Rayce & Tiffany Barnes 

 Tabatha 

 Susan Aldridge 

 David Thompson 

 Julea Dunn 

 Marie Marsh 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Mike Dell 

 Dick Ross 

 Eric Moulton 

 Tom Pheasant 

 Francie Hernandez 

 Shirley Johnson 

 Kathleen Neuberger 

 Jeremy Warren 

 Kierra Smith 

 Jessica Smith 

 Mark Neihenke 

Chris Wash 

Kevin Harmon 

Michael Oliveira 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Well-Being 



6  

 

 

The next UMW/Circle of Love will meet on February 17th. Location, hostesses 
and program will be announced at a later time.  

 

The next Memory Café will be Monday, February 10th, from 1:30pm - 3pm in our Social Hall.  

The host for the snack time is Linda Bryant-Smith. 

The Welcome table will be served by Janis Davisson & Louise Sivula. 

Please spread the word that the Community Memory Café serves those with 
various forms of memory loss as well as their caregivers, spouse, or          
relative/friend. 

Grief Support: For those going through the challenges of loss-perhaps recently, or from years 
ago. Meeting every first and third Tuesday of every month from 6 to 7pm, with Penny and David 
Clees.  

Caregiver Support Group: Every second Wednesday of the month from 10 am until 11 am. Come 
and find support and understanding. Come and tell your story. Come and have time to rest in the 
caring arms of Christ’s love. If that time does not work for you, please call and set up a time to meet 
with Pastor Don. 

Bible Study:  Pastor Don leads a Bible Study group every Wednesday at 2pm in the Fireside 
Room.  All are welcome and encouraged to join.  

Men’s group will be on February 1st at 8:30am.  

Join us for breakfast, conversation, and a program. 

All men are welcome! 

The Evangelism Committee is hoping to begin a new service to our Congregation. We would like 

to be able to offer transportation to and from the doctor, dentist, and physical therapy appoint-

ments, etc. to those who cannot drive and need help with getting to their appointments. We 

need volunteers. This will be on an as needed basis.  If you would be interested in helping with 

this outreach. Please contact Vera Senn at vmlouise@gmail.com or call/text (509) 750-1014 
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New job opportunity in the church for the new year: The SPR committee would 
like to hire a part-time employee in the coming year. We are looking for an 
Adult Outreach and Community Coordinator. This position would be for 20 
hours a month maximum and starting wage would be $14 an hour. Job         
descriptions and applications are located in the church office. Please pick one 

up and fill out a job application if you are interested. Contact any member of the SPR Committee if 
you have any questions. 

“Souper” Sunday  - Feb. 2   
Plan on joining in the fun following worship 

  
Delicious Soups will be served during Coffee Hour to provide us with enough   
energy to participate in a rollicking “Corn Hole” Tournament, either as a partici-
pant or a cheerleader! We will celebrate the 

“Super Bowl” with our own competition, which is guaranteed to provide 
plenty of laughs for all!! 

Yard Sale Discussion 
 Sunday, February 9th 

Following Worship 
Fireside Room 

 
Everyone interested in the possibility of a yard sale later this spring is encouraged 

to attend this vital meeting.  Come prepared to share your creative ideas so 
decisions can be made concerning the future of this important fundraiser. 

Some of you have expressed concern or had questions about the group that is meeting in our Social Hall once 
a month called WAISN. Here is a link to their website and a little bit about their mission and their history  
directly from their website: https://www.waisn.org. During Sunday’s service Pastor Don also   mentioned 
the portion of the Book Discipline article that covers that area, it can be found in the Book of Discipline 
2016, 162H. 

OUR MISSION  
Protect and advance the power of immigrant and refugee communities through a multiracial, multilingual, 
and multi-faith coalition. Our organizing strategy educates and mobilizes statewide to uphold and defend the 
rights and dignity of all immigrants and refugees, centering the voices of impacted communities.  

 
OUR HISTORY  

WAISN is the largest immigrant-led coalition in the Washington. We are a powerful, volunteer-driven net-
work of immigrant and refugee-rights organizations and individuals distributed across the state that strives to 
protect, serve and strengthen communities across the state. We work to provide support, capacity and re-
sources to organizations’ efforts to build power and a united voice statewide. We initially came together in 
November 2016, in response to the outcome of the presidential election. 

https://www.waisn.org/about-us
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SERVERS 

DATE February 2 February 9 February 16 February 23 

Assistant 

of the Day 
Lonny Holleman Ed Rogers Denis Plew Bob Bluhm 

Ushers Joan Jensen Christy Price Ann Chandler Marilyn Bluhm 

Greeters Cammy Hatch Beverly White Marilyn Grass Beverly Hasper 

Liturgist Ann Chandler Camille Price 
Linda Bryant 

Smith 
Bobbi Dunn 

Coffee 

Hour 
Souper Sunday Jennifer Sager Tura Yount Maggie Reynolds 

Lead 

Counter 
Denis Plew Mary Mantz 

Linda Bryant-

Smith 
Mary Mantz 

Assisting 

Counter 

Louise  

Ingebrigtson 
Margaret Treiber Marilyn Grass Margaret Treiber 

Communion 

Servers 

Camille Price & 

Louise Sivula 
  

 

 

 

Flowers   

Ed & Tura Yount 

*Honoring  

Denise’s  

Birthday* 

 

Special Dates 
 

African-American History Month 
Valentine’s Day, February 14th 
Presidents Day, February 17th 

Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 23rd 
Ash Wednesday, February 26th 

Leap Day, February 29th 
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Betty Rogers 
February 8 

 
Christy Price 
February 16 

 
Ryan Roloff 
February 18 

 
Allyson Downing 

February 25 
 

Janice Niehenke 
February 27 

 
 

   
February 1  Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am 
    
February 2  Souper Bowl Sunday/ 
   Cornhole Tournament 
   Groundhog’s Day 
    
February 4  Quilters, 9am 
   Grief Support Group, 6pm 
         
February 5  Bible Study, 2pm 
      
February 9  Scouting Ministries Sunday  
 
February 10  Memory Café, 1:30pm-3:00pm 
  
February 11  Quilters, 9am 
    
February 12  Caregivers Group, 10am 
   Bible Study, 2pm 
   Church Council Meeting, 5:15pm 
    
February 14  Happy Valentine’s Day 
 
February 17  UMW 
   Newsletter Deadline 
 
February 18   Quilters, 9am 
   Grief Support Group, 6pm 
 
February 19  Newsletter Folding, 9am 
   Bible Study, 2pm 
 
February 23  Garden Oasis Service, 3pm  
        
February 25  Quilters, 9am 
 
February 26  Bible Study, 2pm 
   Ash Wednesday 
 
February 27  Community Dinner, 5:30pm 
 
February 29  Leap Day  

Mark Your Calendar 

Please join us for Community Dinner on  

Thursday, February 27th, at 5:30pm.  

Invite friends, family, and neighbors. All are welcome! 


