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The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 
117 C Street NW 
Ephrata, WA 98823 

Thank you for supporting the work of the church through your prayers, your  
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness as we pursue our mission:  

  “We Serve God by Serving Others”  

     Office Hours 
Monday through Wednesday 

 9:00am to 1:00pm 

Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm 

Phone: (509)754-4664 

Email: office@umcephrata.org 

         Pastor Don Dunn…...pastor@umcephrata.org 

Administrative Assistant:  Tresa Poe…….office@umcephrata.org 

Custodian:  Jamie Downing 

Pianist:  Betsy Pecka 

 

www.umcephrata.org 
facebook.com/umcofephrata 

   

 

                                               The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 

“We Serve God by Serving Others.” 

The Update Newsletter 

                    April 2020 
 Church activity has come to halt. The Centers for Disease Control is advising eight 

weeks of suspended contact in large gatherings. Red or Blue, the nation is challenged to 

care for one another.  

 We are trying to follow the “keep safe” guidelines. At first the self-isolation was for fif-

teen days. Now it might go through July and August. Fear is as much in the air as the virus. 

As Christians we can have a healthy respect for fear, but we should be careful not to be total-

ly overwhelmed by a fear of death. We need to take necessary steps to protect our health and the 

health of others, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 Avoiding gathering with others may afford us a time to practice spiritual disciplines—reading 

scripture, praying, and resting. Like a Sabbath of Weeks, this can be a time of deepening our faith 

and our relationship with God. 

 I don’t know what to expect or how long the quarantine conditions will continue. I don’t know 

how long we will have to suspend worship and other church activities. As we practice good advice, 

we should also remember to trust God above all else. The alternative is anxiety, worry, and stress. 

That results in hoarding, which is a disregard for our love of neighbor. 

 The singular reality we have is God. Jesus is the one who counters the fear and power of 

death. That is the meaning of Easter, and it always bears repeating that the resurrection of Jesus is 

what gives us hope in the face of this pandemic.  

 

 

We are entering the difficult time of the Coronavirus Pandemic. Changes of routine occur with 

each day bringing more cautionary measures that affect every facet of life for all of us. The impact is 

overwhelming as we try to do and respond to the measures being taken in the state and nation. 

Globally, other nations are also in crisis as well. 

 At church we are trying to follow the cautions that are being advised, and hopefully will try 

something online for the coming Sunday’s worship. It is possible to do some live streaming. I am fol-

lowing the lead suggested by David Schlafer in the Journal for Preachers Volume 42 #2 with 5 ser-

mons from the Gospel of John 

 I had chosen two texts from the Gospel of John for last week. These were healing miracles. 

John 4 which a royal official healing for a sick son. He heard about Jesus and sought him out. He 

would like Jesus to come to heal his son. Jesus responds by saying, your faith has healed your son. 

This leader returns home to find that in fact his son recovered at the same time he’d met with Jesus 

the day before. Many on hearing this believed in Jesus.   

 The second incident, John 5: is a healing where Jesus happened to encounter the people 

seeking the healing waters of the Pool of Siloam. One disabled man lamented that he could not get 

to the pool when the angels stirred the waters.  Seem like someone always beat him out of 

healthcare.           Continued on Next Page 
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Pastor Don  

 Thirty-eight years with this health impairment and Jesus simply asked him if he wants to be 

well. A question that may linger in our minds too considering the cost of health care today. Of 

course we can ask about health care for some, but not all, or the cost for serious long term if not 

lifelong measures for maintenance of a measure of health care.  

 The first story, the father exhibits faith in Jesus. He believes the Word spoken to him and 

obeys Jesus. The second man does take up his mat and walk as Jesus instructs him, but without a 

word of faith or thanks. He is sent on his way clueless about the one who healed him. He doesn’t 

know when asked as he is in trouble for carrying his mat on the Sabbath. He encounters Jesus 

again, is now aware of who healed him. He tells the religious leadership that it was Jesus. The reli-

gious leaders, scrupulous as they are about Sabbath and purity codes, find Jesus the social justice 

healing practitioner, and tell him He violated the Sabbath. They want now to kill Jesus.  

 Questions emerge for us from these encounters. Two weeks ago I mentioned, two incidents 

to compare, the wedding at Cana of Galilee, followed by Jesus driving out the money changers at 

the Temple who had lost sight of the purpose of a house of prayer. Then came Nicodemus who 

makes a no faith step, a religious leader, trained a Pharisee but who seems unwilling to believe. 

This episode was followed by the Samaritan woman who after her encounter with Jesus who knows 

all her past disappointing relationships, 5 husbands and then a 6
th
 who was not. Now this 7

th
 en-

counter with a man so different offering her water that will satisfy her thirst spiritually.  

 We would have thought the religious trained Pharisee above would believe – but he does 

not. We would have expected this assertive woman to disbelieve – yet she is changed. Meritocracy 

is thrown out. Grace is in order for her! Others on hearing her story also believe. 

 So too in the story of the royal official, not a follower of Jesus, yet believes and obeys, ver-

sus the needy recipient by the pool who Jesus heals, despite his lack of faith. The first remains 

amazed – grateful for the healed son. The second, no faith, no gratitude, turns Jesus in to the reli-

gious authorities who want to kill Jesus for violating the Sabbath. 

 These contrasting scenarios show judgement or discernment, but not condemnation! Yes, 

Jesus’ stories often show a sense of judgement/discernment – but not condemnation. I find that in-

teresting because given our humanness we are likely to condemn faster than judge or discern. Do 

our judgements about people always have to mean condemnation? 

 I am reminded of authors who note these conundrums and point them out. Human beings 

are people, all with some level of conundrums (according to Brueggeman). So the Bible too is filled 

with such conundrums. I think that the above stores from the Gospel of John may help us to appre-

ciate that things are not always as they appear. 

This is especially the case with Holy Week and the crucifixion and death of Jesus. The Empire 

thought they were done with this threatening person who countered the Empires failures to care. 

The Empire took measures of violence to control all of the rebel rousers. The unexpected surprise 

was the resurrection of Jesus.  

 The resurrection countered the power of death, despair, and the power of sin. The alterna-

tive Jesus way was now made available to set people free. Easter is what represents Jesus’ tri-

umph over the grave.  Easter continues to set us free. Free from the fear of death, free from the 

power of sin, free from the weight of despair, and free from the fear of others who are different. 

Maybe this Easter we will see once again that we are free, even if we are still confined by the Coro-

navirus. “Christ is risen, He is risen, indeed.”    

       May God Easter us all once again! 
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“I call to you, Lord, come quickly to me; hear me when I call to you.  May my prayer be set before 
you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  Psalm 141: 1-2 

One of the most wonderful gifts we are given is the gift of prayer.   
We can pray for one another in times of need as well as times of celebration. 

To join the email prayer chain, email Tresa at office@umcephrata.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let us know if someone should be added or taken off our prayer list by 
contacting the church office: Also contact the church office if you know of some-

one in need of a visit by our Congregational Care Team or Pastor Don. 

 Bob St. Clair Jr 

 Ed Sivula 

 Ron Gardner 

 Steven Grass 

 Brian Davisson 

 Renee Muse 

 Al Davisson 

 Steve Smith 

 Justin Townley 

 Gail Catlow 

 Joe Hatch 

 Eleanor Gausman 

 Dan Anderson 

 Randy Senn  

 Ed Warren 

 Marlene Fisk Warren 

 David Prince 

 Abbie Thorndike 

 Dennis Ackerman 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Rayce & Tiffany Barnes 

 Tabatha 

 Susan Aldridge 

 David Thompson 

 Marie Marsh 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Mike Dell 

 Dick Ross 

 Eric Moulton 

 Tom Pheasant 

 Francie Hernandez 

 Shirley Johnson 

 Jeremy Warren 

 Kierra Smith 

 Jessica Smith 

 Julea Dunn 

Chris Wash 

Kevin Harmon 

Michael Oliveira 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Well-Being 
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At this point we are still planning on holding our Yard Sale on May 30th. However, 
we realize that flexibility is a must this spring! So please start sorting things that 
you may wish to donate with the idea that we will be going ahead with our plans. 
Also if you are willing to volunteer for this please let the office know. Stay tuned!! 
Thank you for your understanding. 
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I shared the sermon briefly on the Church’s website for March 22nd, which was the 4th in the series 

of five. Suggested by David J. Schlafer. 

 

Week 1 of Lent 

John 2:1-12  “What concern is that to you and me,” Jesus to Mary. 

John 2:13-22 “Take these things out of here” to the money changer. 

 

Week 2 of Lent 

John 3:1-17 “The wind blows where it chooses” Jesus to Nicodemus. 

John 4:4-42 “If you knew the gift of God” to the Samaritan woman.   

 

Week 3 of Lent 

John 4:46-54 “Go, your son will live” to the Royal official. 

John 5:1-18 “Stand up take your bed and walk!” to the paralytic. 

 

Week 4 of Lent 

John 8:1-11 “Neither do I condemn you” to the woman caught in adultery. 

John 9:1-41 “I came into the world for judgement” countering the Religion authority over the man 

born blind 

 

Week 5 of Lent 

John 11:1-44 “Unbind him and let him go” raising Lazarus. 

John 12:1-11 “Let her alone” the pre burial anointing of Jesus 

 

Easter Sunday 

John 20:1-18,  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBOOK USERS: Pastor Don, with the help of Christy Price, videotaped their first attempt 

at placing sermons on the EUMC Facebook page. This will continue until we can get back to our  

normal services. If you have any questions please let us know. www.facebook.com/umcofephrata 
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Richard Roloff 
April 2nd 

 
Maggie Reynolds 

April 8th 
 

Joan Jensen 
April 10th 

 
Tom Pheasant 

April 13th 
 

Francis Jensen 
April 14th 

 
Vi Baars 
April 15th 

 
Margaret Treiber 

April 24th 
 

Brooke McKnight 
April 25th 

 
Janis Davisson 

April 26th 
 

Dick Driver 
April 27th 

April 5 - 12  Holy Week 
   
April 5  Palm Sunday 
 
April 8  Church Council, 5:15pm 
    
April 9  Maundy Thursday 
 
April 10  Good Friday 
 
April 12  Easter Sunday 
         
April 26  Native American Sunday 
    
 

All Sunday Worship Services and 
groups of any kind are cancelled 

until further notice.  

If you have any questions or  

concerns please do not hesitate to 
call  

Pastor Don @ 208-757-1733 or  

Tresa @ 509-398-2599.  

 

Stay safe, stay home and God 
Bless! 

Mark Your Calendar 

Al & Janis Davisson 
April 4th 
56 years 

 
Mark & Janice Niehenke 

April 10th 
16 years 


