
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

December 8, 2019– 9:45am 

The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 
“We Serve God by Serving Others” 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
  Special thanks to those contributing their time and talents.  
    
   Led by:   Pastor Don Dunn 
   Choir Director:  Margaret Treiber 
   Praise Team:          Carla Ryan, Vocals 
   Bob Del Mar, Guitar 
   Betsy Pecka, Piano 

  Joseph Hernandez, Vocals 
    
  AOD:     Lonny Holleman 
  Usher:   Bob Bluhm 
  Greeter:   Betty Rogers 
  Liturgist:   Vera Senn 
  Coffee Hour:  Potluck 
  Counters:   Mary Mantz & Louise Ingebrigtson 
   
  Memory Café:  December 9th 
   Snack:  Maggie Reynolds 
   Greeters:  Cammy Hatch & Dolores Pheasant 

   
Servers for Next Sunday, December 15th 

 
   AOD:     Bob Bluhm 
  Usher:   Vera Senn 
  Greeter:   Marilyn Bluhm 
  Liturgist:   Camille Price 
  Coffee Hour:  Ann Chandler 
  Counters:   Denis Plew & Margaret Treiber 
   
       

 



Welcome to the United Methodist Church of Ephrata! 
 
If this is your first time with us we’d like to thank you for visiting! If you did not 
receive a Welcome Brochure from a greeter when you entered be sure to 
pick one up from an   usher as you leave. The brochure has more infor-
mation on our church and  its  
ministries.  
 
At the time of our offering do not feel pressure to put anything in the offering 
plate. While you are welcome to give, you are our guest and we simply want 
you to enjoy your time with us!  
 
Hearing assistance available.  If you are hearing impaired and would 
like to use an assisted listening device, please request one from the ushers. 
 
Prayer requests cards are located in the pew box.  If you have a need or  
celebration, fill out the card and place it in the offering plate. 
 
Please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the worship ser-
vice. 
 

.OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pastor………………………….....…..Don Dunn, pastor@umcephrata.org 
 Admin. Assistant……………………..Tresa Poe, office@umcephrata.org 
 Custodian……....…………………………..………………..Jamie Downing 
 Pianist……………..……………………………………………..Betsy Pecka 
 Chaplain…………………………………………………………Penny Clees 
     

117 C. Street NW, Ephrata, WA 98823 
Office (509) 754-4664 

Website:  www.umcephrata.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/umcofephrata.org 

Church office hours are Mon- Wed 9am-1pm, Thurs 9am-12pm 

Worship, 9:45am  
 

Christmas Decorating &  
Potluck 

Happening Today! Monday, December 9 

Quilters, 9am 
 
 

Evangelism Meeting, 10am 
Bible Study, 2pm 

 

Memory Café, 1:30pm 

 
 
 

Worship, 9:45am 
 

Caroling Party, 3pm 

 
 

Thursday, December 12 Friday, December 13 

Wednesday, December 11 

Sunday, December 15 Saturday, December 14 

Tuesday, December 10 



 

 

As John the Baptist urged people to “prepare the way of the 
Lord” (Matthew 3:3), help us prepare our hearts for Jesus’ coming.  

 
 TODAY - Join us for a potluck, decorating of sugar cookies, 

and decorating the social hall following Worship Service. The 
Kiwanis Club will also have their gourmet nuts on sale. 

  
 Caroling Party on the 15th. Meet at the church at 3pm. 

Hot cocoa will be served at the church after caroling. 
 
 A sign up sheet has been put on the kiosk for sign ups to 

do snow shoveling this winter.  
 
 There is a giving tree set up in the fellowship hall. Please 

take a bulb off the tree and buy a gift for the                  
appropriate age and gender and return it to the church               
unwrapped. These will be given to the Food Bank to give 
out at Christmas. 

 
 Global Ministries invites you to give love, joy, hope, and 

peace through year-end giving's to a mission project at         
UMCMission.org/GiveLove. These givings transform lives 
around the world. 

 
 His Helping Hands of the Ephrata Foursquare Church. New 

distribution center location is 110 W. Division St. (Old Haley’s 
Office Supply). Open Saturdays & Mondays through January 
31st from 10am to 2pm. Donations of winter clothing & gear, 
blankets, sleeping bags, and hygiene products are gratefully 
accepted.  

Celebrating Birthdays In December: 
Ed Warren (3rd), Pastor Don Dunn (5th), Ed Rogers (11th),      

Russell Wentworth (18th), Darryl Pheasant (30th) 
 

Celebrating an Anniversary in December: 
Alan & Mark Fulk, (29th) - 30 years 

Tom & Vi Baars, (31st) - 8 years 

 UMW, 12pm     Dec 16 

 Quilters, 9am    Dec 17 

 Newsletter Deadline   Dec 17 

 Newsletter Folding, 9am  Dec 18 

 Bible Study, 2pm    Dec 18 

 



(Advent) Prelude  
 
Second Sunday of Advent: Prepare The Way! 
Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord 
We have heard the promise. 
God’s chosen One will soon be among us. We must make ready. 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
The wilderness places of our lives may threaten to overwhelm us. 
We easily lose our way. But a second candle adds its light. 
The candle of wisdom and preparation  
joins the candle of watchful waiting. 
(Lighting of Two Candles) Corbin & Kelvin Sager 
 
Prayer: Send your Spirit to the wild corners of our hearts. 
Grant us wisdom and understanding that we will prepare 
well for the coming of our promised counselor. Amen! 
 
Welcome      
 
Announcements/December Birthdays & Friendship Pads 
 
Call to Worship 

Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come,  
welcomes you to this place. 
As one body, with one voice, 
we honor and glorify the giver of wisdom,  
counsel, knowledge, and joy.  
Amen. So be it.  
 

Opening Prayer 
 
Praise Team 

Prayer List for the Week 
 

 

Prayers for Health, Healing and Well-Being:  
   
 Rayce & Tiffany Barnes 
 Tabatha 
 Susan Aldridge 
 Julea Dunn 
 Marie Marsh 
 Dick Ross 
 Francie Hernandez 
 Shirley Johnson 
 Kathleen Neuberger 
 Kierra Smith 
 Jeremy Warren 
 Mark Neihenke 
 
Prayer requests for long term health problems:  
Bob St. Clair Jr, Ed Sivula, Ron Gardner, Steven Grass, Brian 
Davisson, Renee Muse, Al Davisson, Steve Smith, Justin Town-
ley, Gail Catlow, Joe Hatch, Eleanor Gausman, Dan Anderson, 
Randy Senn, Ed Warren, Marlene Fisk Warren,  
David Prince, Abbie Thorndike, Dennis Ackerman, Amy Torrens-
Harry, Eric Moulton, Mike Dell, Tom Pheasant, Jessica Smith 
 
 
 
Prayers for our military personnel at home, 
abroad, and their  families:  Chris Wash,  
Kevin Harmon, Michael Oliveira 



Call to Confession 
Let us lay before God and one another  
the distances between us,  
the impatience, idolatries, and lack of compassion 
that form our confessions this day. 
For if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.   
Yet in mercy, God will forgive us and renew us.  

 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious and welcoming God, 
have mercy on your people.  
We confess that we do not believe in your incarnation. 
We do not heed your word each day  
in all that we say and do. 
We do not see our neighbors, families, and friends  
as beloved children whom you have made.  
In your mercy, forgive us,  
for we repent of our ways  
and look to your power 
to heal us and raise us up,  
so that, at the last, you will gather us to you   
and give us peace. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
Scripture: Psalm 72 
 
Solo: Joseph Hernandez (Let There Be Peace On Earth) 
 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-12 & Isaiah 11:1-10  
 
Leader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks Be to God. Amen. 

Lullaby for the Christ-child 
 
First published in 1539 in Germany, the Christmas hymn “From 
Heaven Above” recounts the angels’ message to the shepherds 
and then the spiritual journey of the baptized Christian to Je-
sus’ manger-bed. 
 
Try singing verses 8, 9 and 13 (translated by Catherine Wink-
worth) as a tender lullaby of praise, a song of love and a pray-
er to the newborn Savior. If the original tune is unfamiliar, use 
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” or “Just As I Am.” 
 
Welcome to earth, thou noble Guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
Thou com’st to share my misery; 
What thanks shall I return to thee? 
 
Ah, Lord, who hast created all, 
How weak art thou, how poor and small, 
That thou dost choose thine infant bed 
Where humble cattle lately fed! 
 
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for thee. 



 
Message:  “The Peaceable Kingdom” 
 
*Hymn: (Hymnal) #211 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” V. 1&2 
 
Affirmation of Faith: Hymnal Page 883 
 
Prayers of the People/Lords Prayer 
 
Hymn: (Hymnal) #196 “Come Then Long Expected Jesus” 
 
Offering 
 
*Doxology 
 
*Closing Hymn: Psalm 72 (Sung to #110) 

Grant justice, Lord, to those who rule; 
 Let righteousness compel their hand; 
Their courts shall bear prosperity, 
 And serve the poor throughout the land. 
O Lord, our cause defend; 
Deliv’rance quickly send 
 To those who, bound in chains 
 Of greed and selfish gains, 
Submit themselves to Thy command. 
 
As long as sun and stars of space 
 Walk their divine-appointed round; 
Long as endures our feeble race, 
 The blessings of the Lord abound. 
Like rains that feed the field, 
Our Lord to us will yield 

Please join us for fellowship  
and refreshments after worship!!! 

 The bounty and the peace 
 Which God will never cease 
To shower where true faith is found. 
 
God’s righteousness extends to all 
 Who seek assurance in distress; 
The weak who in their anguish bend 
 When hate and violence oppress. 
As golden sheaves of grain, 
God’s harvest we remain; 
 All praise to God above! 
 Who crowns our life with love, 
O bless God’s name forever 

 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude 


