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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
367 Church Street Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801 

 
SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

 
 *Please stand with your heart or your posture as you are able 

10:00 AM MAY 29, 2022 
 
 
 
OUR PREPARATION “Jesus’ Love: Feel it, share it!” 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PRAYERS 
 
PRELUDE                                   “Adagio”                                                                          A. Guilmant 
 
*INTROIT  “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” tune: Blue 229 

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to you let earth accord.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: We gather in the midst of a world bound by dominating powers. 
All: Let us sing and dance!  God casts aside our chains. 
One: We are bound by our own fears and desires. 
All: Let us sing and dance!  God casts aside our chains. 
One: We are bound by those who wish to control us. 
All: Let us sing and dance!  God casts aside our chains. 
One: We are bound by our lack of faith. 
All: Let us sing and dance!  God casts aside our chains. 
One: Come, let us worship God. 

 
*OPENING PRAYER 

The heavens proclaim your glory, O God.  May our voices do that, too. 
The mountains melt like wax before you, O God.  May hardened hearts do so, too. 
We gather as your community, sculpted by the freedom of love and in the liberty of grace, 
that all may gather here and be given voice to proclaim you, God of all the earth, and give 
thanks to your holy name.  Amen. 

 
*HYMN “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Blue 466 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 
 
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life and health and peace. 
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Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, and sets the prisoner free; 
Christ's blood can make the sinful clean, Christ's blood availed for me. 
 
My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Liturgist: The proof of God's amazing love is this:  while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  
Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence.  In faith 
and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one another as we pray 
together saying ... 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Liberating God, we pray for those imprisoned in a silence not of their own, where a world 
has decided to take their voice and replace it with a deeper silence made of prejudice and 
fear and power.  Hear us as we confess the times we have ignored another’s need, leaving 
them without a voice to cry for justice, to cry for peace, to cry for truth.  May we share 
their silence in our confession.   
We confess the times we have turned our backs on those who are too much trouble.  We 
confess the times we have not listened to others’ needs.  We confess the times we have 
taken for ourselves something that belonged to another.  We confess the times we have 
chosen not to see others.  We confess the times we have lost our own voice because of fear 
of speaking the truth.  We confess the times we have not been your disciples in seeking 
peace, and inclusion, and freedom.   
Dear God, please hear our confession and forgive us.  Amen. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Liturgist: In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are assured that there is no sin so 
terrible that God cannot forgive, no hurt so terrible that God cannot heal.  God 
accepts, God forgives, and God sets free.  Friends, receive the forgiving love of God. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI Blue 579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM  “For Spacious Skies!”  arr. Rob Perry 
 Piano/Organ Duet -  Jane Jerauld and Martha Denkenberger 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Liturgist: Holy God, whose voice is heard in the thunder and in the silence, speak to us now, 
by the power of your Spirit, that we may hear your word for us today.   In Jesus' 
name we ask.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE Psalm 97 
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SCRIPTURE Acts 16:16-34 
 
SERMON “Freedom Songs” Rev. Lisa Heckman 
            
*HYMN “Lift Every Voice and Sing” Blue 563 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on, till victory is won. 
 
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our parents sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might led us into the light; 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
shadowed beneath Thy hand may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Affirmation from South Africa 

One:  It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die and be lost; 
All: this is true: For God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that everyone 

who believes in him shall not die, but have everlasting life. 
One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger, and poverty, 

death and destruction; 
All: this is true:  I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
One: It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word and that war and 

destruction have come to stay forever; 
All: this is true:   For us a child is born, to us a son is given, in whom authority will rest 

and whose name will be Prince of Peace. 
One: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil that seek to rule the world; 
All: this is true:  To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo, I am with you 

always, to the end of the world. 
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One: It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the 
prophets of the church, before we can do anything; 

All: this is true:  I will pour out my spirit on all people, and your sons and daughters 
shall prophesy, your young people shall see visions, and your old folk shall dream 
dreams. 

One: It is not true that our dreams of liberation of humankind, our dreams of justice, of 
human dignity, of peace, are not meant for this earth and its history; 

All: this is true:  the hour comes, and it is now, that true worshippers shall worship God 
in spirit and in truth. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OURSELVES 

Our May Mission is for Camp Lackawanna Scholarships 
 
OFFERTORY                “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                  arr.Darwin Wolford 
                            Piano/Organ Duet - Jane Jerauld and Martha Denkenberger 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN “In Christ There Is No East or West” Blue 440 

In Christ there is no east or west, in Him no south or north; 
but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 
Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate'er your race may be. 
all children of the living God are surely kin to me. 
 
In Christ now meet both east and west, in Him meet south and north; 
all Christly souls are one in Him throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
*BENEDICTION    
 
* RESPONSE  “Eternal Father Strong to Save” Blue 562, vs. 4 

O Trinity of love and power, all travelers guard in danger's hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to Thee glad praise from air and land and sea. 
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POSTLUDE “In Peace and Joy I Go My Way”                 Harmonized by J. S. Bach  
 
 

 
 
The Affirmation of Faith is from The Iona Community from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild 
Goose Publications, Glasgow, Scotland, © 2001, pp. 82-83 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us on this Lord’s Day. 
    

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Guest Organist:  Martha Denkenberger Pianist: Tim Masters 

Liturgist: Doug Overfield  Zoom Host: Nick Robinson 
Head Usher/Greeter: Doug Overfield Fellowship Hour Host: Ann Jennings 
 

Today we’re using the Blue Presbyterian Hymnal. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Mary Lathrop, Barbara Bartkus, Lynnwood and Sandy Smoyer, Jim Kenney, Ray Jennings, 
Sarah Bertsch (Pierce Johnson’s Mom), Ethan Wright, Lizzie Lathrop, Tim Masters, Sarah 
Bertsch, Peg Calby,  Steve Van Kuren, Melissa Tesznar Smith,  Todd Legg, Cassie Strohl, Joe 
Fiorentino, Robert and Sherry Atticks (Patty Lasher’s brother and sister-in-law), Gail Alquist, 
Sue Kipar, Mark Willie Kasten and family, Evelyn Van Kuren, Missy Bennett, Debbie 
Kessler, Vera James,  Rev. H. C. Page, Rev. Richard Wright, our shut-ins, our young people, 
our military (including Eric Jenner, Travis Walter, Mark Larson and Elliot Williams), our 
country and president,  our church, community, our missionaries, and each other. 
 
If anyone has a prayer request, a concern, or any other comments, please share them during our 
Prayer and Concerns Moment prior to the Prelude or let Rev. Lisa know by email or a phone 
call.  Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from this list. 
 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
TODAY 10:00 AM -   Worship Service digitally and in the Sanctuary 
   7:30 PM –  Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 
 
MONDAY    2:00 PM and 5:30 PM – Yoga 
   5:15 PM -  Girl Scouts 
   7:00 PM – Boy Scouts    
 
TUESDAY    5:00 PM  and  6:00 PM  - Yoga  
 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM – Quilt Tying  
 10:00 AM – South Montrose Community Church Bible Study 
    4:00 PM – Bible Study in the Missionary Room and via Zoom 
 
THURSDAY   7:45 AM  - Men’s Prayer Breakfast at VFW  

 9:30 AM  -   SEEKERS Bible Study (S. Montrose Community Church) 
 
NEXT SUNDAY       10:00 AM –  Pentecost Worship digitally and in the Sanctuary 
   Please wear RED in honor of Pentecost. 
                                      7:30 PM –   Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL  
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