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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
367 Church Street 

Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
 

 *Please stand with your heart or your posture as you are able 

10:00 AM SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
 
 
 
OUR PREPARATION “Jesus’ Love: Feel it, share it!” 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PRAYERS 
 
 
PRELUDE   “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” arr. David H. Hegarty 
 
 
*INTROIT  “As the Deer” TFWS# 2025 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you. 
You alone are my heart's desire, and I long to worship you. 
You alone are my strength, my shield;  
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire, and I long to worship you. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: To you, O Lord, we lift our voices: 
All: in you, O God, we put our trust. 
One: Enable us to discern your ways; open our hearts to your directions. 
All: Meet us in your mercy; surround us with your steadfast love. 
One: You welcome the humble; 
All: before you, O God, we humbly bow. 
One: Let us enter God’s presence with joy! 
All: Let us worship the living God! 

 
*OPENING PRAYER 

God, your world of mercy, of hope, and of peace is present right now as we gather.  
Remind us, encourage us, teach us, and be with us as we imagine, explore, and celebrate 
what it means to be your people in your world.  Amen. 
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*HYMN “O How I Love Jesus” Red 69 
There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth;  
it sounds like music in mine ear, the sweetest name on earth.  
O how I love Jesus,  O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
 
It tells me of a Savior's love, who died to set me free;  
it tells me of his precious blood, the sinner's perfect plea.   
O how I love Jesus,  O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
 
It tells me what my Father hath in store for ev’ry day, 
and tho I tread a darksome path, yields sunshine all the way.  
O how I love Jesus,  O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
 
It tells of one whose loving heart can feel my deepest woe;  
who in each sorrow bears a part that none can bear below.   
O how I love Jesus,  O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Liturgist: While we try to live in God's way, we know how often we follow the wrong advice 
or walk down sin's shadowed streets.  Yet, God watches over us and calls us to 
confess, so we might be welcomed into the embracing arms of mercy and healing.  
Let us pray together saying ... 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Wisdom from on high, we confess how much we are like those first disciples of Jesus.  
Our cravings for more and more toss us about like leaves in the fall winds.  We boast of 
our great wisdom, yet do not understand your ways of peace and gentleness.  We do not 
plant ourselves in your hope and grace and so reap harvests of disorder and conflict. 
Draw near to us, Gracious God, and forgive us. Draw us into your tender arms and teach 
us peace, gentleness, the willingness to put the other first, and the wisdom to serve 
instead of seize, so we might bring forth a harvest of righteousness, justice, and peace in 
the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: This is the wisdom from above:  God plants in us the forgiveness and healing we 
need, so we might share the good harvest of joy and mercy with everyone we meet. 

All: Bathed in the living waters, fed by the Bread of life, we are given new life and 
hope. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 
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*GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Fill My Cup, Lord” Richard Blanchard 
 Glenda Ely, Soprano 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Liturgist: Holy One, open us to your ways.  Open us to the message of the ages.  Call us 
through this age-old text, that we may respond, in our day, to this ancient call.  
Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE James 3:13 – 4:3 from The Message 
 
SCRIPTURE Mark 9:33-37 
 
SERMON “The Greatest” Rev. Lisa Heckman 
            
*HYMN “Who Is Greatest in the Kingdom?” Tune:  Red 26 

“Who is greatest in the kingdom? Who among us is the best?” 
The disciples were debating: “In God’s reign, who will be blest?” 
Jesus, had those twelve forgotten? Faithful living has a cost— 
And to journey where you’d lead them, they would journey to the cross. 
 
“Who is greatest in the kingdom?” The disciples heard your call: 
“If you want to be the first one, you must be the last of all.” 
Do not think that high position is a thing that you deserve! 
“If you want to be the first, then, be the first to humbly serve.” 
 
“Who is greatest in the kingdom? Who will take the throne and reign?” 
Christ, you put a child among them and you told them once again: 
“If you give a child a welcome, then you also welcome me.” 
Faithful service, not ambition, builds up God’s community. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

God loves us all. This is our creed. 
God has been with us since the moment of our conception. This is our truth. 
God will be with us until our end. This is our hope. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OURSELVES 

Our September Mission is Unified Mission Giving (presbytery/synod/GA) 
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OFFERTORY   “The Angelus” Gordon Young 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN “Are Ye Able?” Red 503, vv. 1,3,5 

"Are ye able," said the Master, "to be crucified with me?" 
"Yea," the sturdy dreamers answered, "to the death we follow Thee." 
 
Refrain: 
Lord, we are able.  Our spirits are Thine. 
Remold them, make us, like Thee, divine. 
Thy guiding radiance above us shall be 
a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty. 
 
Are ye able to remember when a thief lifts up his eyes, 
that his pardoned soul is worthy of a place in paradise?  Refrain 
 
"Are ye able?" Still the Master whispers down eternity, 
and heroic spirits answer, now, as then, in Galilee.  Refrain 

 
*BENEDICTION    
  
*RESPONSE  “Love, Wonderful Love”  Red 338 

Wonderful love freely offered to all! Offered to all who on Jesus will call. 
He can deliver, tho sin may enthrall, Through wonderful, wonderful love. 
Love, wonderful love so free, Love flowing from Calvary. 
High as the heavens and deep as the sea is God’s love for me. 

 
POSTLUDE “Cibell” Jean Baptiste Loeillet  
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“As the Deer”, Martin Nystrom 
© 1984 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
CCLI Song # 1431, CCLI License # 1564123.  All rights reserved. 
 
 
“Fill My Cup, Lord”, Richard Blanchard 
© 1959 Richard Blanchard. Assigned 1964 Curb Word Music  
CCLI Song # 15946, CCLI License # 1564123.  All rights reserved. 
 
 
“Who Is Greatest in the Kingdom?”,  
Words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
Tune: NETTLETON ("Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"), John Wyeth's Repository of Sacred 
Music, 1813  
Text: Copyright © 2018 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us on this Lord’s Day. 
    

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Director of Music and Organist:  Johanna Masters Pianist: Tim Masters 

Head Usher/Greeter: Doug Overfield 
Liturgist: Doug Overfield  Zoom Host: Chuck Trueman 
 
Today we’re using the Red Living Hymnal. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
Sarah Bertsch, Johanna and Tim Masters, Mary Lathrop, Steve Van Kuren, Rolland and 
Donna Tompkins, Melissa Tesznar Smith,  Todd Legg, William Trueman,  Cassie 
Strohl,  Joe Fiorentino, Robert and Sherry Atticks (Patty Lasher’s brother and sister-in-
law),  Gail Alquist, David Hibbard, Sue Kipar, Mark Willie Kasten and family, Evelyn 
Van Kuren, Priscilla Wilcox, Missy Bennett, Debbie Kessler, Vera James,  Rev. H. C. 
Page, Rev. Richard Wright, our shut-ins, our young people, our military……Eric Jenner, 
Travis Walter, Mark Larson and Elliot Williams, our country and president,  our church, 
community, our missionaries, and each other.  
 
 
If anyone has a prayer request, a concern, or any other comments, please share them during our 
Prayer and Concerns Moment prior to the Prelude or let Rev. Lisa know by email or a phone 
call.  Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from this list. 
 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

TODAY 10:00 AM -   Worship Service via Zoom and in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 AM -   Nominating Committee  
   7:30 PM –  Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM – Quilt Tying  
   4:00 PM  -  Bible Study via Zoom:   “No Other Gods” 
 
THURSDAY  7:45 AM  - Men’s Prayer Breakfast at VFW  
 
NEXT SUNDAY       10:00 AM –  Worship via Zoom and in the Sanctuary 
                                      7:30 PM –   Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL  

 
 

 


