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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
367 Church Street 

Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT -- PEACE 
 

 *Please stand with your heart or your posture as you are able 

10:00 AM DECEMBER 5, 2021 
 
 
 
OUR PREPARATION “Jesus’ Love: Feel it, share it!” 

 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PRAYERS 
 
PRELUDE   “Creator of the Stars at Night”                                              Sarum Plainsong 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE Patti and Larry Souder 

All: O God of peace, teach us your way of shalom, so that wars will cease, arguments 
end, and hatred and fear give way to compassion and hope.  Help us to prepare the 
way, as we wait for the coming of the Prince of Peace.  Amen. 

                       
*INTROIT       “A Candle is Burning” Tune: “Away in a Manger” 

A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  
a candle to signal that conflict must cease;  
for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  
a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: In the warmth and silence of this place, gather round to worship. 
All: Surely God is coming soon. 
One: In the mystery of our worship, sense the Holy Presence. 
All: The Spirit of God moves among us. 
One: In this Advent season, praise the eternal God and coming Savior. 
All: Source of life, we respond with love and worship. 

 
*HYMN “People Look East” Blue 12 vv. 1,2,4,5 

People, look east.  The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east:  Love the guest is on the way. 
 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east:  Love the rose is on the way. 
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Stars, keep the watch.  When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east:  Love the star is on the way. 
 
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today:  Love the Lord is on the way. 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Liturgist: God comes!  Let us prepare the way.  God comes to forgive us!  Let us prepare our 
hearts as we confess our sins, as we pray together saying ... 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Comforting God, you call us into a relationship with you, but we are too busy right now 
to listen.  We flock to the stores run by temptation and seduction, seeking the best prices.  
We rush to judge everyone around us, but ask you to be more patient with our repeated 
errors.  We feast at the table piled high with broken promises and drink from the cup of 
fading dreams.  You continue to cry out to us, speaking to us of your love.  Forgiveness is 
the gift for every moment, not just one day; hope is our constant companion as we 
journey with Jesus the Christ, who is your Messenger of mercy.  Amen. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: At the beginning, at the end, and in every time between, the good news speaks to us 
of God’s tender mercy and love for us. 

All : God comes!  Not to punish, but to give us peace; not to judge, but to save and 
forgive us.  Thanks be to God! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM “Every Valley Shall Be Exalted” John Ness Beck 

David Taylor, Jim Considine, Ann Jennings, Patti Souder, Glenda Ely, Lisa Heckman 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Liturgist: God of grace, we rejoice that you choose to dwell among us.  Fill us with your Spirit 
that we may hear again the announcement of Jesus' coming and proclaim the good 
news of your promises fulfilled.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
SCRIPTURE Luke 1:26-37 
 
SERMON “Saying ‘Yes’” Rev. Lisa Heckman 
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*HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” Blue 48 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse's lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 
It came a floweret bright amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind, 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright, she bore for us a Savior, when half spent was the night. 

  
*LITANY OF THE INCARNATION  

One: When the time was right, God sent the Son: 
All: sent him and suckled him, reared him and risked him, 
One: filled him with laughter and tears and compassion, 
All: filled him with anger and love and devotion. 
One: Unwelcomed child, refugee and runaway, 
All: Christ is God's own son. 
One: Feeder and teacher, healer and antagonist, 
All: Christ is God's own son. 
One: Lover of the unlovable, toucher of the untouchable, forgiver of the unforgivable, 
All: Christ is God's own son. 

One: Loved by women, feared by men, befriended by the weak, despised by the strong, 
deserted by his listeners, betrayed by his friends, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, 
writing heaven's pardon over earth's mistakes, 

All: Christ is God's own son 
One: The Word became flesh: 
All: He came among us; He was one of us. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OURSELVES 

Our December Mission is Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Haiti 
 
OFFERTORY   “Dearest Jesus, We Await Thee”                                                  J.S. Bach  
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*DOXOLOGY 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Invitation 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to God. 
One: Let us offer our thanks to God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: God of all the ages, ….  we lift our song to you, saying: 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

The Words of Institution 
Sharing of the Sacrament 
Concluding  Prayer 

 
*HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Blue 9 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, Desire of nations, bind  
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
fill the whole world with heaven's peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
*BENEDICTION    
  
*RESPONSE  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” Red 110 vs. 3 alt. 

Redeemer, come!  We open wide our hearts to thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 

 
POSTLUDE                            “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”                                                    Bob McGee 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
“A Candle is Burning” by Sandra Dean, a former Director of Music at Southminster United 
Church in Ottawa, Canada. It is used with her permission and blessing.   
Sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger” 
 
“People Look East”, Eleanor Farjeon, John Ferguson; © 1999 Neil A. Kjos Music Company 
CCLI Song # 3011380, CCLI License # 1564123.  All rights reserved. 
 
“Every Valley Shall Be Exalted”, John Ness Beck 
© 1976 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 
CCLI Song # 3011380, CCLI License # 1564123.  All rights reserved. 
 
"Litany of the Incarnation" from Cloth for the Cradle, by the Wild Goose Worship Group, Wild 
Goose Publications, Glasgow, ©1997, p. 91. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us on this Lord’s Day. 
    

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Director of Music and Organist:  Johanna Masters Pianist: Tim Masters 

Guest Organist:  Martha Denkenberger           
Liturgist: Cindy Thompson Zoom Host: Sammy Moore 
Head Usher/Greeter: Doug Overfield Fellowship Hour:   Sandy Barnett    
 

Today we’re using the Blue Presbyterian Hymnal. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Rawn Seifert, Lizzie Lathrop, Johanna and Tim Masters, Sarah Bertsch.  Peg Calby,    
Mary Lathrop, Steve Van Kuren, Melissa Tesznar Smith,  Todd Legg,   Cassie Strohl,  
Joe Fiorentino, Robert and Sherry Atticks (Patty Lasher’s brother and sister-in-law),  
Gail Alquist, Sue Kipar, Mark Willie Kasten and family, Evelyn Van Kuren, Priscilla 
Wilcox, Missy Bennett, Debbie Kessler, Vera James,  Rev. H. C. Page, Rev. Richard 
Wright, our shut-ins, our young people, our military……Eric Jenner, Travis Walter, 
Mark Larson and Elliot Williams, our country and president,  our church, community, 
our missionaries, and each other.  
 
If anyone has a prayer request, a concern, or any other comments, please share them during our 
Prayer and Concerns Moment prior to the Prelude or let Rev. Lisa know by email or a phone 
call.  Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from this list. 
 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
TODAY 10:00 AM -   Communion Worship Service digitally and in the Sanctuary 
   3:00 PM – Montrose Christmas Chorale Concert 
   7:30 PM –  Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 
MONDAY    2:00 PM and 5:30 PM – Yoga 
   5:15 PM -  Girl Scouts 
   7:00 PM – Boy Scouts    
TUESDAY 10:00 AM – South Montrose Community Church Bible Study 
   5:00 PM  and  6:00 PM  - Yoga  
WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM – Quilt Tying 
    4:00 PM – Advent Study in the Missionary Room and via Zoom 
THURSDAY    7:45 AM  - Men’s Prayer Breakfast at VFW  

  9:30 AM  -   SEEKERS Bible Study (S. Montrose Community Church) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY      10:00 AM –  Worship digitally and in the Sanctuary 
 11:10 AM – Special Congregational Meeting to elect the Pastor Nominating Committee 
   3:00 PM – Advent Meditation with Rudy Sumpter 
                                      7:30 PM –   Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 


