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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
367 Church Street 

Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
 

 (*Please stand with your heart or your posture as you are able) 

10:00 AM MAY 9, 2021 
 
 
OUR PREPARATION 
     “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PRAYERS 

PRELUDE                         “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                                           arr.  Baxter 

*INTROIT  “This Is the Day” 
This is the day (this is the day) that the Lord hath made (that the Lord hath made). 
We will rejoice (we will rejoice ) and be glad in it (and be glad in it). 
This is the day that the Lord hath made we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day (this is the day) that the Lord hath made. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: We gather to worship the God who crafted creation out of chaos. 
All: Our cries of joy join the anthems of the universe. 
One: We gather to lift our praise to the God who gives us voice. 
All: We bring the songs which have echoed in our hearts all week long. 

One: We gather as the children of God, our joy unbroken in God's love, 
All: young and old, tone deaf and perfect-pitched, lifting the new, new songs of faith. 

 
*OPENING PRAYER 

Loving God, help us to love others as Christ has loved us. Bring us into the spiritual joy 
of living our lives as your friend. Teach us to abide in your love so we may show that love 
to the world. Amen. 

 
*HYMN “This Is My Father's World” Blue 293 

This is my Father's world, And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world:  I rest me in the thought  
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is my Father's world, The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, Declare their Maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world:  He shines in all that's fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, He speaks to me everywhere. 
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This is my Father's world:  Oh, let me ne'er forget  
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world:  The battle is not done; 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, And earth and heaven be one. 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Liturgist: Beautiful music, every note perfect, joining together in graceful harmony –  this is 
what we imagine our lives to be.  Yet our love is flat, our anger often sharp.   Let us 
confess how we struggle to keep the measured beat of God's life-giving melody in 
our lives, even as we pray together saying, 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Christ Jesus, you welcome all to your house to join in the joyous feast of your love.  We 
know this, yet there are times we are not good at following your example.  We hold on to 
limiting, ill-informed beliefs about whom you hold dear.  We fail to extend your 
hospitality to all.  We are selective, we exclude.  At times we actively create divisions.  
Send your spirit of love amongst us to make us more loving and inclusive.  We pray that 
you well forgive all of our failings. Amen. 
[Silent Prayer] 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Liturgist: God's steadfast love and faithfulness extends to all the ends of the world and all 
who live in it.  God's forgiveness is unending.  For this we are humbly grateful.  
Amen. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “A Mother’s Prayer” Sager and Foster  

Trio:  Ann Jennings, Patti Souder, Lisa Heckman 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Liturgist: O God, we open our mouths to praise you and you open our spirits to receive you.  

We open our minds to learn of your ways and you open our wills to follow.  We 
open our hands to serve you and you open our hearts to love you.  We are open to 
your mystery, O God; please make yourself known in us this day.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE 1 John 4:7-21 
 
RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 98 

One: 1 O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
 His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. 
All: 2 The LORD has made known his victory; 
 he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
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One: 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
All: 4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
One: 5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
All: 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 

One: 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. 
All: 8 Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 
One: 9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. 
All: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 
 

 
SCRIPTURE John 15:9-17 
 
SERMON “By Our Love” Rev. Lisa Heckman 
 
*HYMN “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” STF 2223 

We are one in the Spirit We are one in the Lord. 
We are one in the Spirit We are one in the Lord. 
And we pray that all unity May one day be restored. 
 
Chorus 
And they’ll know we are Christians By our love by our love. 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians By our love. 
 
We will walk with each other We will walk hand in hand. 
We will walk with each other We will walk hand in hand. 
And together we’ll spread the news That God is in our land Chorus 
 
We will work with each other We will work side by side. 
We will work with each other We will work side by side. 
And we’ll guard each one’s dignity And save each one’s pride  Chorus 
 
All praise to the Father From whom all things come; 
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only Son; 
And all praise to the Spirit Who makes us one.  Chorus 

  
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from  A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.   
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father.   
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.   

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OURSELVES 

Our May Mission is the Montrose Mobile Food Pantry 

OFFERTORY   “Prayer “ (Hansel and Gretel)                                                        Humperdinck 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN “In Christ There Is No East or West” Blue 439 

In Christ there is no east or west, In Him no south or north; 
But one great fellowship of love Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere Their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord Close-binding humankind. 
 
Join hands, disciples of the faith, Whate'er your race may be. 
All children of the living God Are surely kin to me. 
 
In Christ now meet both east and west, In Him meet south and north; 
All Christly souls are one in Him Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
*BENEDICTION    
  
*RESPONSE  “Because He Lives” 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, Because He lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, And life is worth the living Just because He lives! 

 

POSTLUDE                           “Whispering Hope”                                                               Hawthorne 
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“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”, Peter Scholtes 
© 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, 
Inc.)  CCLI Song # 26997, CCLI License # 1564123.  All rights reserved. 
 
“This Is the Day”, Les Garrett 
© 1967, 1980 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 

CCLI Song # 32754, CCLI License # 1564123.  All rights reserved. 
 
“Because He Lives”, Gloria Gaither & William J. Gaither 
© 1971 Hanna Street Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 
All rights reserved. 
CCLI Song # 16880, CCLI License # 1564123. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We welcome all who are worshipping with us on this Lord’s Day. 

    
TODAY’S SERVICE 

 
Director of Music and Organist:  Johanna Masters Pianist: Tim Masters 

Guest Organist:  Martha Denkenberger          Head Usher/Greeter: Doug Overfield 
Liturgist: Karen Holbrook   Zoom Host: Nick Robinson 
 
Today we’re using the Blue Presbyterian Hymnal. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Mary Lathrop, Roy Coleman, Steve Van Kuren, Rolland and Donna Tompkins, Melissa Tesznar 
Smith, Chloe White, Todd Legg, William Trueman, Brenda Butts, Johanna and Tim Masters, 
Cassie Strohl,  Joe Fiorentino, Robert and Sherry Atticks (Patty Lasher’s brother and sister-in-law), 
Sarah Bertsch, Ben Hawley, Gail Alquist, David Hibbard, Sue Kipar, Mark Willie Kasten and family, 
Evelyn Van Kuren, Priscilla Wilcox, Missy Bennett, Debbie Kessler, Vera James,  Rev. H. C. Page, 
Rev. Richard Wright, our shut-ins, our young people, our military……Eric Jenner, Travis Walter, 
Mark Larson and Elliot Williams, our country and president,  our church, community, our 
missionaries, and each other.  

 
If anyone has a prayer request, a concern, or any other comments, please share them during our 
Prayer and Concerns Moment prior to the Prelude or let Rev. Lisa know by email or a phone 
call.  Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from this list. 
 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
TODAY 10:00 AM -   Worship Service via Zoom and in the Sanctuary 
   7:30 PM –  Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 
 
MONDAY    7:00 PM -  Boy Scouts  
 

WEDNESDAY   8:00  AM – Men’s Prayer Breakfast at VFW  
 10:00 AM – Quilt Tying  
   4:00 PM  -  Bible Study via Zoom:   “No Other Gods” 
 
NEXT SUNDAY       10:00 AM –  Worship via Zoom and in the Sanctuary 
                                      7:30 PM –   Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL  

 
 

 


