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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
367 Church Street 

Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
 

 (*Please stand with your heart or your posture as you are able) 

10:00 AM January 24, 2021 
 
 
OUR PREPARATION 
     “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PRAYERS 
 
PRELUDE:   “Cavatina” Bohm 
 
*INTROIT  “As With Gladness Men of Old”  

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;   
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, burning bright;   
So, most gracious God, may we evermore be led by thee. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: We enter this space for worship, 
All: called by God to pray together. 
One: We enter this space for worship, 
All: called by God to share our lives together. 
One: We enter this space for worship, 
All: called by God into Sabbath rest. 
One: We enter this space for worship, 
All: leaving behind the week that has gone. 
One: We enter this space for worship, 
All: to be refreshed for worship in our daily lives. 
One: We enter this space for worship, 
All: worshiping the God who calls us ever onward. 

 
*MORNING PRAYER 

Holy One, we are thankful for the deep yearnings, the Sacred Whisper, the mysterious 
suggestion that takes us in new directions in life.  We give thanks for the calls we have 
heard and followed that have brought us here today.  May our worship answer your call 
on us to love and honor you.  Amen. 
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*HYMN “All Beautiful the March of Days” Blue 292 
All beautiful the march of days, As seasons come and go; 
The hand that shaped the rose hath wrought The crystal of the snow; 
Hath sent the hoary frost of heaven, The flowing waters sealed, 
And laid a silent loveliness On hill and wood and field. 
O'er white expanses sparkling pure The radiant morns unfold; 
The solemn splendors of the night Burn brighter through the cold; 
Life mounts in every throbbing vein, Love deepens round the hearth, 
And clearer sounds the angel hymn, "Good will to all on earth." 
 
O Thou from whose unfathomed law The year in beauty flows, 
Thyself the vision passing by In crystal and in rose, 
Day unto day doth utter speech, And night to night proclaim, 
In ever-changing words of light, The wonder of Thy name. 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Liturgist: Our lives tend to follow the same pattern:  get up, do work or schoolwork or 
exercise, eat some meals, go to sleep.  We can fall into the same routine when it 
comes to our foolishness and failures, doing the same thing over and over and over.  
But God calls to us to leave such lives behind, as we follow Jesus into forgiveness 
and new life.  Let us pray together saying, 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

When we hear you calling us onward, God, sometimes it can be hard to leave things 
behind.  Things like hurts and grief, disappointment or success, material possessions, 
family, friends.  We acknowledge that for some of us gathered here, there might be things 
we need to leave behind so we can move forward into your future.  For some of us, the 
concern on our heart might be those things our church, our community, and our world 
need to leave behind in order to move forward.  As Jesus called the fishers to leave 
behind their nets and boats and way of life to follow and learn from him, so he invites us 
to discern the things we might leave behind.  Amen. 
[Silent Prayer] 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Liturgist: God does not leave us alone.  All we hope for comes from God.  In God we find 
strength, comfort, and forgiveness.  Trust, therefore, in God, as you turn your life 
around.  The reign of God, God’s way of love, is for all!  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “It Is Well with My Soul”  
 Jim Considine 
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Liturgist: Loving God, you speak to us in so many ways:  
  in the song of a bird,  
  in the babbling of a brook,  
  in the voices of our friends, 
  in the hug from a loved one,  
  in the songs we sing, 
  and in the stories of the Bible.   

Speak to us now through the reading of scripture.  
Help us to hear your voice and follow the way of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE Jonah 3:1-10 
RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 62:5-12 

One: 5 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. 
All: 6 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
One: 7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
All: 8 Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our 

refuge. 
One: 9 Surely the lowborn are but a breath, the highborn are but a lie.  If weighed on a 

balance, they are nothing; together they are only a breath. 
All: 10 Do not trust in extortion or put vain hope in stolen goods; though your riches 

increase, do not set your heart on them. 
One: 11 One thing God has spoken, two things I have heard:  “Power belongs to you, God, 
All: 12 and with you, Lord, is unfailing love”; and “You reward everyone according to 

what they have done.” 
 
SCRIPTURE Mark 1:14-20 
SERMON “Left Behind” Rev. Lisa Heckman 
            
*HYMN “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” Blue 377 

You have come up to the lakeshore, Looking neither for wise nor wealthy.  
You only wanted that I should follow. 
 
Refrain: 
O Lord, with Your eyes You have searched me,  
And, while smiling, have called out my name. 
Now my boat's left on the shoreline behind me, Now with You I will seek other seas. 
 
You know that I own so little, In my boat there's no money nor weapons, 
You'll only find there my nets and labor.  Refrain 
 
You need the caring of my hands.  Through my tiredness, may others find resting. 
You need a love that just goes on loving.  Refrain 
 
You, who have fished other oceans, Ever longed for by souls that are waiting, 
My dear and good friend, as thus You call me. Refrain 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from the Iona Community 

We believe in God whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives, whose 
love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, whose love was crucified by the evil 
that waits to enslave us all, and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise 
of freedom.  Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in God we 
trust; and, in the name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, in the service of others, to 
seek justice and to live in peace, to care for the earth and to share the commonwealth of 
God’s goodness, to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the Spirit of Love, 
and in the company of the faithful, so to be the church, for the glory of God.  Amen. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OURSELVES 
Our January Mission is the Pastor's Discretionary Fund and Interfaith of Susquehanna County 

 
OFFERTORY:   “Theme of Devotion” Chopin 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” (See next page for music)  

I have decided to follow Jesus; I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; though none go with me, still I will follow; 
though none go with me, still I will follow; no turning back, no turning back. 
 
The world behind me, the cross before me; the world behind me, the cross before me, 
the world behind me, the cross before me; no turning back, no turning back. 

 
*BENEDICTION    
  
*RESPONSE             “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

Holy Jesus, every day Keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 
POSTLUDE: “Postlude” Cramer 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Affirmation of Faith is from The Iona Community from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose 
Publications, Glasgow, Scotland, © 2001, p. 75. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We welcome all who are worshipping with us on this Lord’s Day. 

If anyone has a prayer request, a concern, or any other comments, please share them during our 
Prayer and Concerns Moment prior to the Prelude or let Rev. Lisa know by email or a phone 
call.  
Today we’re using the Blue Presbyterian Hymnal. 
    

TODAY’S SERVICE 
Johanna Masters, Director of Music and Organist Tim Masters, Pianist 
Guest Organist:  Martha Denkenberger          Head Usher/Greeter: Ray Jennings 
Liturgist: Ann Jennings  Zoom Host: Nick Robinson 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Al Evans, Lynne Henry, William Trueman, Brenda Butts, Johanna and Tim Masters, Andrew 
Mooney, Cassie Strohl, Carl Bufford,  Joe Fiorentino, Bob Remington, Linda Kenny (Charles Seifert’s 
sister), Robert and Sherry Atticks (Patty Lasher’s brother and sister-in-law), Sarah Bertsch,  Ben 
Hawley, Gail Alquist, David Hibbard,   Sue Kipar, Mark Willie Kasten,  Evelyn Van Kuren, Priscilla 
Wilcox, Steve Van Kuren, Missy Bennett, Debbie Kessler, Vera James,  Rev. H. C. Page, Rev. Richard 
Wright, our shut-ins, our young people, our military……Eric Jenner, Travis Walter, Mark Larson 
and Elliot Williams, our country and president, our president elect,  our church, community, our 
missionaries, and each other.  

 (Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from this list.) 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

TODAY 10:00 AM -   Worship Service via Zoom and in the Sanctuary 
   7:30 PM –  Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 
 
MONDAY   7:00 PM  -   Boy Scouts 
  
TUESDAY  6:45 PM -    Girl Scouts  
 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM – Quilt Tying  
   4:00 PM  -  Bible Study via Zoom:   “It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way” 
 
NEXT SUNDAY       10:00 AM –  Worship via Zoom and in the Sanctuary with Ordination of           

         New Officers  
                                      7:30 PM –   Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL  
 
 
 
Please Note: 2021 Per Capita – As most of you are aware, our church is assessed a per capita per each 
active member. This amount is divided between Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly. 2021’s  Per 
Capita is $35.00 for each active member. If you are able and wish to help out financially by paying your 
own per capita, please make out your check to the church and memo it “per capita”.   The breakdown of 
this money is $23.65 for Presbytery, $2.40 for Synod, and $8.95 for General Assembly.  


