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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
367 Church Street 

Montrose, Pennsylvania 18801 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 (*Please stand with your heart or your posture as you are able) 

10:00 AM November 29, 2020 
 
 
 
OUR PREPARATION 
     “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PRAYERS 
 
PRELUDE:   “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” Arr. Tom Fettke  
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE Mary Lathrop and Cassie Strohl 

All: O God, come, travel with us through Advent.  
 Give us courage to spread hope in the world. Amen. 

                        
*INTROIT       “A Candle is Burning” by Sandra Dean 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  
a candle of hope in November’s dark night. 
While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky,  
our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: We gather in this time of waiting we call Advent  
All: to reflect upon our lives, our faith, our past, present, and future.  
One: We gather to support each other through the coming season of Christmas,  
All: with its joy for some, sorrow for others.  

One: We gather to reset ourselves on our faith journey  
 within our Christian family, the church.  
All: Let us worship God, who gives us Jesus, the Christ,  
 alive in the past, in the present, and in the future. 
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*HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” Red 110 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold, the King of glory waits; 
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here! 
 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven's employ, Adorned with prayer, and love, and joy. 
 
Redeemer, come! I open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let me Thy inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in me reveal. 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Liturgist: The prophet Isaiah speaks to people in pain, to people who feel far from God.  
We too, live in a hurting world.  We can only move forward in worship and our 
lives when we acknowledge that hurt.  We call out to God and say what is 
sometimes hard to say as we together pray... 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Come, God-who-draws-near-to-us, for we live in fretful times, wondering if we will ever 
come out of them.     Come to us, with your grace. 
Come, God-who-has-walked-these-roads, for we long to be faithful in these days, but find 
it all too easy to be seduced by worry.   Come to us, with your hope. 
Come, God-who-carries-life-in-your-breath, for we try to stay apart for others and 
ourselves, but find it easy to listen to those who mock us for being so foolish.    Come to 
us, with your love. 
Word of Flesh:  have mercy;  
Friend of the poor:  have mercy; 
Bridegroom of the faithful:  have mercy. 
Amen. 
[Silent Prayer] 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Liturgist: Hear these words from scripture:  "God will strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of Christ." Know that our sins are forgiven, and that 
God is with us. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Creator of the Stars of Night” 
 Jim Considine 
   
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Liturgist: God, you call us to prepare the way in the world for your love, for your hope,  
 for your peace, for your joy.  May your Word prepare our hearts for action and 

service. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE Psalm 80:1-7 
 
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
SERMON “Watch, Wait, Hope” Rev. Lisa Heckman 
            
*HYMN “My Hope Is in the Lord” Red 352 

My hope is in the Lord, Who gave Himself for me, 
And paid the price Of all my sin at Calvary. 
For me, He died, For me, He lives, 
And everlasting life and light He freely gives. 
 
No merit of my own, His anger to suppress. 
My only hope is found In Jesus' righteousness. 
For me, He died, For me, He lives, 
And everlasting life and light He freely gives. 
 
And now for me He stands, Before the Father's throne. 
He shows His wounded hands And names me as His own. 
For me, He died, For me, He lives, 
And everlasting life and light He freely gives. 
 
His grace has planned it all, 'Tis mine but to believe, 
And recognize His work of love And Christ receive. 
For me, He died, For me, He lives, 
And everlasting life and light He freely gives. 

  
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A Statement Of Faith Of The United Church Of Canada 

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.   
We believe in God:  who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word 
made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  We are called to be the church:  to celebrate God’s presence, to live with 
respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 
Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OURSELVES 

Our November Mission is TEAM 

 
OFFERTORY:   “Once He Came in Blessing”  Burkhardt 
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*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Red 102 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save And give them victory o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
And drive away the shades of night, And pierce the clouds and bring us light! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
*BENEDICTION    
  
*RESPONSE         “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne  

Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown when thou came to earth for me; 
but in Bethlehem's home there was found no room for thy holy nativity. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus; There is room in my heart for Thee!   

  
POSTLUDE: “O Blessed Emmanuel”  Bach 
 
 
 

 
 
“A Candle is Burning” by Sandra Dean, a former Director of Music at Southminster United 
Church in Ottawa, Canada. It is used with her permission and blessing. 

Sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We welcome all who are worshipping with us on this Lord’s Day.   
If anyone has a prayer request, a concern, or any other comments, please share them during our 
Prayer and Concerns Moment prior to the Introit or let Rev. Lisa know by email or a phone call.  
Today we’re using the Red Living Hymnal. 
 
Welcome and our thanks to Martha Denkenberger for filling in at the organ for Johanna. 
 
Patti and Larry Souder wish to extend their thanks to everyone for their love and support 

during her father, Wilson Redka’s illness and passing.   
    

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Martha Denkenberger, Guest Organist  Tim Masters, Pianist 
Liturgist: Linda Gardner  Zoom Host:  Heather Considine 
Greeters:  Patti and Larry Souder  
 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
Johanna and Tim Masters, Andrew Mooney, Cassie Strohl, Carl Bufford,  Richard Terpstra,  Joe 
Fiorentino, Bob Remington, Linda Kenny (Charles Seifert’s sister), Robert and Sherry Atticks (Patty 
Lasher’s brother and sister-in-law), Sarah Bertsch,  Ben Hawley, Gail Alquist, David Hibbard,  
Hunter Wilcox,  Sue Kipar, Mark Willie Kasten,  Evelyn Van Kuren, Priscilla Wilcox, Steve Van 
Kuren, Missy Bennett, Debbie Kessler, Vera James,  Rev. H. C. Page, Rev. Richard Wright, our shut-
ins, our young people, our military……Eric Jenner, Travis Walter, Mark Larson and Elliot Williams, 
our country and president, our president elect,  our church, community, our missionaries, and each 
other.  

(Please let us know when someone should be added or removed from this list.) 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

TODAY 10:00 AM -   Worship Service via Zoom and in the Sanctuary 
   7:30 PM –  Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL 
 
MONDAY  5:00 PM -   Knitting 
  7:00 PM -   Boy Scouts 
 
TUESDAY 6:30 PM -  Cub Scouts 
 
WEDNESDAY         10:00 AM – Quilt Tying  
  4:00 PM  -  Bible Study via Zoom:   “It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way” 
 
NEXT SUNDAY      10:00 AM –  Worship via Zoom and in the Sanctuary with communion 
   3:00 PM -   Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary and via Zoom 
                                      7:30 PM –   Broadcast of the morning service over WPEL  


