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October/November 2020  

Worship Update 

The day some of you have been waiting on is here!  As of October 4
th

, we will be back at the 

Ashley and Kilbourne churches for worship.  Ashley resumes worship at 9:30 AM and Kilbourne 

at 10:45AM.  Worship at Kilbourne will be outside if it is dry and above 50 degrees.   

We asked that as we resume onsite worship that we all continue to practice best practices for this 

time.  While many of us are excited about returning to the buildings, there are also many in our 

communities who are anxious about the increased risks that occur inside.  By using hand 

sanitizer, maintaining social distancing, staying home if you feel unwell, and wearing a mask, 

you can do your part to remove stumbling blocks for worship to be open to as many as possible.  

We are called by scripture to never be a stumbling block between others and God.  Following our 

procedures, even if you personally would prefer less, enables others to feel safer at worship.  

And in the name of Christian love, this is a pretty small sacrifice.  

Also, if you personally are not ready to attend in-person worship or inside worship, we will 

continue to post service online for the foreseeable future.  Eventually, we will transition to 

livestreaming the Kilbourne service but that day is not quite here yet.  But regardless of how it is 

processed, online worship will be available 

As we resume onsite worship, please remember that some parts of worship will remain different.  

The offering plates will continue to not be passed and rather an offering box will be provided.  

For the time being, we will continue to refrain from singing, though I hope that we may have 

updates on that soon.   Potlucks, meals, and church gatherings like these will continue to be put 

on hold.  This includes our own activities and also those who would wish to use our facilities for 

gatherings of any type.  Communion will continue to be taken using the purchased cup and 

wafer.   

However, regardless of these changes or procedures, the heart of worship remains unchanged.  

We come together, in person or virtually, to give our praise and thanks to God, to pray together, 

to read scripture and to seek the Lord.  These are the core of what worship is about and these will 

never be changed.  God is alive and at work in this world and we gather to offer our heartfelt and 

full worship to such an amazing Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.   

     Always with Love,                                         

       Pastor Beth  



 

Kilbourne Candy Land 

 

On October 31
st
, from noon-2PM, we will be have a community family event.  The Kilbourne 

Candy Land will invite families to come take a walk around the Kilbourne church property in 

costume. We will have stations with candy and novelties to pass out along with lots of 

compliments I am sure for the amazing costumes.   

This has been a hard year for all of us, including children who have had to miss out on some 

traditions.  Traditional door-to-door trick or treating is hard this year.  So it is important for us to 

stand in where we can to help children have safe fun.  This event will feature a one way path 

around to tables that are decorated and staffed.  

We need help to get this done. We need volunteers to staff the tables.  To do this you must be 

masked, gloved, and friendly.  We will have the table set up to maintain social distancing as 

much as possible.   We also need funds.  We will be purchasing most of the items as a 

community so that we can guarantee to families how they were handled.  Checks can be written 

to Kilbourne UMC with ‘children’s’ in the memo line.  Funds that are not used for this will be 

used to upcoming Advent at home activities for families.  In mid-October, we will also need 

people willing to bag up the treats probably on a weekday during the day.  

We can also use help on planning decorations and set up.   Finally we 

need help spreading the word!  You can invite others who might like to 

help to contact Pastor Beth and you can let every child in any part of your 

life know about this event!  

Beans for Benevolence 

It’s late in the season but we are still striving to meet our goal for Beans 

for Benevolence.  Please consider making an additional donation to this 

fund.  Or invite someone you love to make a donation in your honor for an early Christmas 

present!   

Beans for Benevolence is a fund operated by Ashley UMC which helps out 

organizations and individuals when there is a need.  Examples of the use of 

funds are sponsoring Honor Flights, paying childcare expenses for a family after 

a medical emergency impacted their finances, and buying meat for holiday 

meals for Buckeye Valley Food Pantry.  Through Beans for Benevolence, 

Ashley UMC actively gives to local and global neighbors and lives out God’s 

call to serve others.   

 Donations can be marked for “Beans” and put in the morning offering container, if you cannot 

make it to worship, feel free to mail it in.   

Quick Note:  

We are returning to 

our previous format 

with a newsletter 

every 2 months.  



Bell Dedication 

On Sunday October 11
th

, we will be re-dedicating the bell from the original Kilbourne UMC 

building.  In the past few months, trustees and dedicated volunteers have prettied her up, moved 

her to a suitable location and designed a plaque.  All are invited to attend the ceremony.  It will 

be following the service at Kilbourne at about 11:30AM.   

Blessing Bags  

Twice a year, we assemble Blessing Bags to distribute to those experiencing homelessness.  

Even in these times, this need reminds and will possibly rise.  Bags will be assembled on Nov 9
th

 

at 1:30PM at KUMC and volunteers would be greatly appreciated.   

We also need the items for inside the bags.   Below is a list of needed items.  We do still have 

some items from previous times but much is needed. All donations should be into either church 

by October 25
th

.  Cash donations are also always appreciated.  If you have any questions please 

ask Jean Hightower or Pastor Beth.  

Gloves, Ladies/children and Men  Socks, Ladies   Emery boards  

Sweat pants, generic     Lip balm   Dental floss 

Jackets (not coats) - any size    Combs   Tissues, small packs    

Wet wipes, small packets    Razors   Deodorant  

Wash cloths      Cheese crackers  Cookies 

Snack cups – applesauce/jello/pudding  Breakfast bars  

 

Book Club will meet via Zoom on the fourth Mondays of the 

months at 6:30PM.  All are welcome to attend even if you have 

never been before. The meeting information will be emailed.   

Oct 26
th

   Mercy by Jodi Piccioli 

Nov 23
rd

   The Hate You Give by Angie Thompson  

Dec 28
th

   Holiday on Ice by David Sedaris  

Jan 25
th

   This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel   

 

Bible Study  

We are continuing to meet for Bible study on Wednesdays (except 

the last Wednesdays of the month) at 7Pm via Zoom.  Typically 

we discuss the scripture that will be preached the following 

Sunday.  There is no prep.  Just show up with your Bible.   

Meeting login information is shared in the weekly email but if you 

do not receive that and wish to attend, contact Pastor Beth.   

  



Parsonage Updates 

The parsonage (the home for the pastor) has had a month of updates!  The flooring of the 

parsonage is part of the 3 year capital campaign at Kilbourne.  Due to the state of the flooring 

and that enough funds had been received to pay for it, the trustees decided to proceed with re-

flooring the main floor of the parsonage. Vinyl plank flooring was laid throughout most of the 

main floor with new carpet in the bedrooms.  

The trustees also decided it was a good time to update two of the bathrooms.  The vanities were 

original to the house as were the mirrors.  These were updated giving the bathrooms a brighter 

look.   

This was only possible due to your generous donations to the Kilbourne capital campaign.  We 

are proud to share that the flooring was actually done for a small amount less than planned.  The 

trustees will continue to steward your money with care and dedication.  Please remember to 

continue to support it with your offerings in the coming months as we save towards new roofs 

for both the church and the parsonage.   

This year Pastor Beth and her family will not be holding the Parsonage Parties, the annual time 

when their home is open to all parishioners.  So if you would like to see the new flooring or 

bathroom work, Pastor Beth will be happy to set a time to show it off to you.     

 

Advent  

Advent starts November 30th this year.   In early November, we will have more firm information 

but we will be having Advent Bible study via Zoom.  We have also purchased daily devotionals 

for each family.  Please begin to consider and plan for how you can best prepare for the coming 

of Christ this year amidst a time when it is easy to lose sight of hope.  

We will also be celebrating Christmas Eve but watch for some updated information.  Due to 

limited seating we will be adding some services as well as providing online worship.  

A Note on Health:  

I Got Mine…..You Should Get Yours Too 

Health officials are strongly urging all people to get their flu shot 

this season unless there is a medical reason not to.  

 Why do you need it?  The vaccine can reduce your risk of illness 

by as much as 40 - 60 percent.  You can still get the flu but it may 

lessen the severity of illness.  We need all the help we can get 

during his Covid-19 pandemic.  NOBODY wants to get both 

illnesses at the same time.  Yikes!! 

      Ann Sanderson RN 


