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Advent is Coming!  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has told us about.”  Luke 2: 15 

Well first I have to share that I amuse myself too much sometimes.  The title of this note is 

“Advent is Coming.” The word Advent is derived from a Latin word that means coming.  So the 

title essentially Coming is Coming. However now that you know what a goof I can be, it is hard 

to believe but Advent is just around the corner.  

Many of you may say well let’s just make it through Thanksgiving first.  After all, we are not 

Hobby Lobby, jumping to Christmas when the 4
th

 of July decorations get put up.  However, I 

think it is a good idea for us to pause and think about Advent before we enter the hectic holiday 

scheduling that starts for many before Thanksgiving.  

And the holidays, which start for many by mid-November with family Thanksgivings, are a 

hectic time for many of us.  Even in this newsletter, there are five to six extra events in light of 

the time of year.  There are parties, family obligations, extra shopping, extra eating, and so on.  It 

is a crazy time for many of us and that is why I think we need to pause now to prepare for the 

coming of Christ correctly.  

The shepherds who are shared about in Luke 2, always amaze me.  These were people who were 

very busy.  Shepherding, while not action packed at every moment, required a near constant 

diligence.  The shepherds’ days and night were full of things to do and then they hit repeat.  And 

yet, when the angels appeared to them, they did not hesitate.  They stopped everything else and 

went to see what the Lord told them about.  

So this year when you are busy as you probably will be, I urge you to not be too busy to take the 

time to see what the Lord has told us about.  Do not rush through this season so busy that you 

miss what an amazing time Advent is, not because of the parties and such but because in it we 

are preparing for the coming of Christ.   

We do not go to Bethlehem in the physical way but Advent can still be a journey when we do it 

well.  A journey of preparation, focus on God, a seeking of peace, and transformation all that 

will lead us to a manger and a gift beyond compare.  Advent is coming! Do not miss it!  

      Pastor Beth  

 

 



Advent and Christmas Services  

 

Dec 16   Longest Night Service   Ashley  UMC   7:00PM  

For some it is hard to embrace the bright joy of this season.  If you are struggling with grief, 

sadness, or anything else this may be a service that speaks to you.  This quiet service celebrates 

the coming of Christ while acknowledging our human pain and anguish.   

 

Dec 22   Choir Cantata     Kilbourne UMC 10:45AM 

This is an amazing service of worship and song.  Come out a few minutes early and enjoy 

cookies and coffee at 10:30AM.   

 

Dec 24   Christmas Eve Services  Kilbourne UMC  5:00PM  

        Ashley UMC  7:00PM  

Join us as we celebrate the coming of Christ through traditional hymns, scripture and of course 

candlelight.  

 

Dec 29   Moravian Love Feast   Kilbourne UMC 10:00AM 

Kilbourne and Ashley churches join together for this fun worship service combined with potluck.  

Bring a dish to share or just come and enjoy.  Ashley will not host worship on this date.  

 

 

Ashley United Methodist Church   Sunday Worship 9:00AM 

       Adult Bible Study 10:00AM  

214 East High Street, PO Box 307; Ashley OH 43003 

 

 

Kilbourne United Methodist Church   Sunday Worship 10:45AM 

5591 St Rt 521; Delaware OH 43015   Adult Bible Study 9:30AM  

        

 

Christmas Clearing House  

  

 

Both Kilbourne and Ashley congregations are invited to help out our neighbors in need this 

holiday season through donations for the PIN Christmas Clearing House.  Donations of new 

toys, new clothes, and money are welcome to touch the lives of children around our 

commmuntiies.  

These donations should be brought unwrapped to either church no later than Dec 1st .   

 



Christmas in Ashley  
Christmas in Ashley will be here before you know it!  

Come out on December 7th from 6:00-9:00PM for this 

amazing family holiday event.  

All of Ashley will be aglow with the joy  and luminaries.  

The church will be lit up and hosting Mr and Mrs Claus.  

Businesses will be open and alive with energy and joy 

throughout the town.  There will be cookies, cocoa, and 

cheer.  Activities for everyone on this great evening.  All 

that is needed is you!  Do not miss this great event.  

 

Advent is a time of prepration and what 

better way to prepare for the coming of 

Christmas than to take time to study and 

reflect on God’s Word.   

This year, we will be using a simple 

curriculum designed by Pastor Beth.  In this 

Back to Basics Advent study, we will be using 

the scripture to study and learn about the 

people in the Christmas story and to spend time reading the scripturee.  The only preparpatory 

reading each week will be sections of scripture.  There will be a sheet with questions to reflect 

on based on your reading.   

This year, we are trying one opporutnity for an intensive Bible study.  Instead of meeting 4 

times, the Sunday evening one will meet on twice but for two hours.   

Sign ups will be available by mid-November.  Class times may change depending on the interest 

shown at any time.  

Projected meeting dates and times:  

Sunday at KUMC,  9:15AM : 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22  

Sunday at Panera on 36/37, 5:00PM: 12/1 and 12/15 (this is are double meetings each and are 

expected to be 2 hours each)  

Wednesday at KUMC, 6:00PM: 11/20, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18 (please note the start date is early 

due to holiday conflicts)  

Thursday at KUMC at 1:00PM: 12/5, 12/12, 12/19 (12/5 will be a double session and cover both 

sessions 1 and 2)  



Christmas Caroling  

We are hoping to spread Christmas cheer this year through the 

sharing of music.  We will be gathering at Sarah Moore community 

on Dec 8 at 1:30PM to sing for residents and then spend time in community.   

All are encouraged to join with us.  Not a great singer?  It doesn’t matter!  Christmas carols are 

about joy not perfection.  Song books will be provided.  We also invite you to stay a few minutes 

afterwards to speak with the residents and to simply give the gift of your time.  Please put this on 

your calendar! 

Stage Righteous Holiday Play 

With great excitement, we welcome back Stage Righteous the amazing group that entertained 

us last March with their play Fish Eyes. They are coming back on Dec 8 to share with us their 

great Christmas play.   

Dinner will be offered beforehand at 5:00PM and the play will start at 6:00PM.  A freewill 

offering will be taken for the Kilbourne UMC Scholarship Fund which awards high school seniors 

a small scholarship from the church.    

December 8 is a busy day between worship, caroling and the play.  However, don’t think of it as 

three events but rather a day of great celebration.  Start the day with worship, then share the 

Christmas joy through caroling and then relax as a communiity enjoying a great dinner (which 

you don’t have to cook!) and play.   

Parsonage Parties 
This year Pastor Beth and Feli will be continuing 

the tradition of hosting the Parsonage Parties.  

All are invited to come and just enjoy time 

together in a casual atmosphere.  The menu is 

not new- plan on soup, soup and more soup, but 

the conversation and fun will make up for an 

deficiency in menu.  

The options for the parties this year will be 

Tuesday Dec 10 or Thursday Dec 12 at 5:00PM, 

or whenver you can make it after work, or 

Wednesday Dec 11 at noon.  Sign ups will be availabe in the weeks before just to make sure the 

parsonage has enough seats and spoons. Everyon is invited to bring a wrapped gift costing no 

more than $5 for the one bit of organzied fun.  



Longest Night Service 

For many people, the approaching Christmas holiday does not bring 

with it the joy and happiness that is advertised on television or in 

greeting cards.  The Longest Night service seeks to honor both the birth of Christ and the 

hardships we have faced. All are invited to attend. Service will be on Dec 16 at 7PM at Ashley  

 

Kilbourne Choir 

Cantata  

It is time for the Christmas Cantata.  It will be on 

Sunday morning during worship on Dec 22.  Make sure 

to invite your whole family to this unforgettable 

service.  

It’s not too late to join choir even for just the Canata.  

Choir practiice is Wednesdays at 7PM.   

 

Moravian Love Feast  

The Love Feast is a tradition that goes back deep into the roots of Methodism and other 

denominations.  We will gather together on Dec 29th for worship, food and fellowship.   

Both Kilbourne and Ashley congregations will gather at 10AM at Kilbourne in the fellowship 

hall.  Please bring a brunch dish to share.  We will worship around the table with hymns, 

prayers, and the power of conversation.  Hope to see you there!  

Choosing the Faithful Path 

The Kilbourne congregation will be meeting Nov 5 and Dec 3 at 7:00PM to continue our 

visioning using Choosing the Faithful Path. Even if you missed the first meeting you are 

welcome to attend.  Please read chapter 2 before the meeting in November and take time to 

answer the questions you were provided.  

Nov 5 is election day at the church.  Please enter through the education wing as to not disrupt the 

election proceedings.   

 



A Note on Health: The Short and Sweet of It 

GET A FLU SHOT!! 

 

          Ann Sanderson, RN! 

 

Christmas Eve Offering  

It is a Kilbourne tradition to share the Christmas spirit at Christmas 

by giving our Christmas Eve offering to a cause that needs it.   

This year, we will be sending our offerings to a different cause.  It 

has come to the attention of East Ohio that at Africa University in 

Zimbabwe there is not enough housing for female students.  Due to 

this female studets have to walk long distances from where they stay in surrounding villages.  

Unfortunately, this has become an issue as the students are becoming more frequently target 

for physical attack on their way to school.  Women are having to choose education or safety.   

Our Bishop has heard these stories and calls East Ohio to help construct a new dorm on the 

campus.  We will be sending our funds with the funds of other churches around the conference 

to show our sisters in Christ in Africa that the body of Christ has heard their cries and 

responded.  

   

Kilbourne Food Pantry  

Kilbourne’s Food Pantry is officially open on Tuesdays from 9AM-6PM.  We are pleased to 

stand in the gap for people who are struggling to put food on the table.  Each month we will 

share 1 food item and 1 other item that we are specifically needing or requesting.  All donations 

are always welcome.   

Thank you to all who gave donations in October as our stock became extremely low.  You were 

all the answer to prayers  

November: Ground beef (1 lb packs, can be put in deep freezer in kitchen) and dish soap 

December: Soups and Toilet Paper     

 

 

 



Young At Heart  
Young at Heart is a fellowship ministry in which we meet once a month to eat good food and 

enjoy great company.  While this is a long time ministry of Kilbourne, participants would love to 

have Ashley members join together with them.   

  

In November, Y@H will meet at Kilbourne Market on November 21
st
 at 11:30AM.  In 

December, there will not be a regular meeting.  Rather all are invited to go to Buckeye Valley’s 

Senior Citizen’s luncheon and show.  There will be a sign up for those who want the church to 

RSVP on your behalf.  The program is on Friday Dec 6 at 10:00AM.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exciting new community fundraiser is coming to Kilbourne this November!  On November 

9
th

 from 9AM-3PM, we will join with other community leaders to have the Kilbourne Bazaar, 

hosting at the township hall.   

We have had amazing community support in getting this off the ground.  We have sponsors from 

around the area and so much community support.  Thank you to all who have giver.  

We still need help on November 9 if you are able.  And spread the word!  The bigger the crowd 

the more success.   

 

Pub Theology  

Pub Theology is having a little change in schedule.  This ministry 

will not meet in Decemeber.  However, it will meet in January 

with a date to be determined.   It will continue to meet at 

Kilbourne Market.  Come out and discuss faith and life questions 

with each other in a relaxed atmosphere.   

 

 



Book Club 

Book Club is a great fellowship ministry which is open to all.  This is an 

open group that would love more participation for conversation. Just a 

reminder- Book Clubs are not just for females!    Pick any month the book 

interests you and join in.  Forgot to read the book, but are interested? 

Come any how! We meet on 4
th

 Mondays at 6:30PM 

Nov 25
th

: Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff  

         Vividly rendered and inspired by true events, this tells of incredible heroics of the brave  

         women of the WWII and weaves a mesmerizing tale of courage, sisterhood and the great          

strength of women to survive in the hardest of circumstances.  

Dec 16
th

: The Christmas Candle by Max Lucado  

         From New York Times best-selling author Max Lucado comes a timeless message that will            

        warm your heart. 

Want to get ahead on your reading?  Here are our books for the first half of 2020 

Jan- The Lottery by D. K. Wall                    

Feb- The Fox Hunt by Mohammad Al Samawi   

March- A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman         

April- Recursion by Blake Crouch  

May- The Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy       

June- Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane  

 

Invitation Opportunity  
 

We are called as Christians to invite others to be in relationship with God.  That can look many 

ways but it can be sharing our faith and/or inviting others to church.   

 

However, many times this can feel awkward or we just get tripped up over what to say.  To help 

with that this year, both Ashley and Kilbourne members have a little something to help.  

Invitation cards are available at both churches.  Ashley’s contains information about Christmas 

In Ashley and Christmas Eve service while Kilbourne’s contains information about the Choir 

Cantata and Christmas Eve.   

 

These are available and free for all to take and pass out amongst friends, families, and the 

person who needs Christ.   


