
Reaping and Sowing: 
 A Newsletter of Ashley and Kilbourne  

 

June 2020  

We Are the Church… No Matter Where You Are  

It has been a long spring.  Most of us are tired of COVID-19 and all the changes it has brought.  I 

think back to early March and I am amazed by how different my life is in little and big ways.  

Yet, there are some things that COVID-19 has not changed and many of these are the most 

important.  I have enough food, even if at times it was not the food I wanted.  I have relative 

safety compared to others.  I have a dependable car to go places…when they open.   I have the 

means to stay in contact with those I am apart from.  And more importantly: I still love and I am 

still loved.  I know the power of divine and human grace.  I have prayer.  I have the presence of a 

loving Lord.  

I know that we have missed parts of church as it was.  Especially the fellowship we have.  

However, like in our lives, what is most important has been untouched by COVID-19.  We are 

still loving and connected communities.  We worship.  We pray.  We praise.  The Lord we serve 

has never and will never abandon us.   

We are God’s people and God’s church whether we meet in our buildings or not.  And you have 

all lived this message!   

We are beginning to resume in-person ministries.  Meetings, small groups, and worship will all 

be altered but will begin to meet over the coming month.  This newsletter is filled with dates, 

updates on ministries, new safety policies, and expectations of how we will be together.  It is 

probably the longest newsletter I have ever written by far.  So if you get tired reading it, think 

how tired I got writing it!  

As we resume in-person ministry, though, none of you should ever feel obligated or pressured to 

attend any worship or ministry.  Making the decision to stay apart physically is never a lack of 

faith!  We will continue to post a version of worship online each Sunday for those who are more 

comfortable at home.  Committee chairs can send minutes to those not ready to come to 

meetings.   We will continue to use Zoom for some ministries and even add a few more with it.  

You can stay in fellowship with calls, cards, and more.  I encourage each of us to make the right 

decision for us and our families.   

Regardless on where you are, we are the church.  We are the body of Christ.  So maybe I will see 

you soon.  Or maybe it will be a few months before I do.  But either way, I thank God for your 

faith, your love, and our church in its many forms.  

       Pastor Beth   

 



 Outdoor Worship   

We are embracing our tradition of outdoor worship celebrated 

jointly between the two churches!  

June 28
th

 will be our official first in-person worship!  Ideally we 

will all be worshipping together in Oxford Township Park (5125 

Shoemaker Road, Ashley, OH 43003) for 10AM worship.  We 

invite everyone to bring their own chairs and to set up with at 

least 6’ in all directions between family groups.  Pastor Beth will 

have a mic so you should hopefully be able to hear.   

Before coming to worship please review the full policies that are contained in our COVID-19 

policy file.  We will have ‘practice’ worship at 10AM on Sunday June 21
st
.  You are welcome to 

attend if you want but you should be prepared for some hiccups- it is the day we have set to 

figure out what we forgot!  Please do not come if you have any anxiety about large groups as we 

will be working through issues.   This Sunday will enable us to be as prepared as possible for the 

official first Sunday back of June 28
th

.    

Our Sunday schools are going to be restarting gradually.  Sunday school led by Amy Ruggles 

will resume when we resume worship and be immediately following worship.  While this is 

traditionally an Ashley Sunday school, all are invited to come!  Other classes will restart as we 

have enough people ready to engage.  

Since we are worshiping in a public space there are a few factors beyond our control.  We may 

not have access to the bathrooms and if we do, we are not in charge of their cleaning.  Right now 

the township is not taking reservations although they are aware we plan to meet there.  This 

meets the space is all first come.  Finally, when the township reopens to reservations this may 

mean we will have to change plans.  We will continue to communicate updates as we know.   

If it is inclement weather, we will worship instead at Kilbourne UMC in the fellowship hall.  The 

fellowship hall will be set following social distancing guidelines.  This decision will be made by 

8AM on the Sunday morning in questioned and emailed out.  If you want to receive a text 

instead of an email please contact Pastor Beth now via text to let her know that.    

Bible Study  

As Christians we are called to be lifelong disciples of God.  We 

should always be striving to know God better and to be better 

ourselves.  One way, though certainly not the only way, is to 

engage in Bible study.   

We are offering Bible study via Zoom on Wednesdays from 7-

8PM.  Typically we discuss the scripture that will be preached the following Sunday.  There is 

no prep.  Just show up with your Bible.  You can engage in the conversation or if you are a quiet 

learner, you can listen.  There is no forced participation.   

We will continue to meet even after in-person worship resumes.  We meet every Wednesday of 

the month except the last. Meeting login information is shared in the weekly email but if you do 

not receive that and wish to attend, contact Pastor Beth.   



Graduates  

This has been a rough year for graduates.  They have worked and studied, focused on the end 

goal of graduation.  While they have achieved that goal, the rites of passage have been mostly 

cancelled.  Most did not get to experience the walk across the stage, the cheers from their 

families and friends, the last day of school goodbyes and laughter, the parties and more.   

In order to send our graduates some joy this year, we are encouraging 

you all to give them a card shower! Please consider sending the 

graduates connected with our communities a card celebrating their 

accomplishments.   

Below are listed our graduates.  Their addresses can be found in the 

directory or you can contact Pastor Beth for them. Since this newsletter is posted in public 

spaces, we cannot in good faith publish their addresses here.  

If we missed a graduate, please let Pastor Beth know and we will share it via email and in the 

July newsletter.  Certainly any oversight is not on purpose but rather simply an indication of the 

busy and hectic time we are in.   

Our graduates:  

Thomas Cummings: Grandson of Violet Cummings.  (Please use Lewis Center address)  

Natalie Horn: Daughter of Jane and Scott Horn.  

Nathan Hightower: Son of Jarrett and Beth Hightower, grandson of Jean Hightower  

Food Pantry 

The Lord truly works in mysterious ways.  It was not much over a year ago, when two members 

of Kilbourne came to me to discuss our food pantry.  At the time, it had no established hours and 

was just open when I was here.  These two members both felt we needed to have established 

hours and they were willing to volunteer staff it.  At that time, we might see anywhere between 

none and three people a Tuesday. Yet no matter how few, the volunteers kept coming and the 

congregation kept it full through donations and sharing with other food pantries.  

Fast forward to this April and May-We are now staffed by teams of volunteers and open two 

days a week.  While we still have member donations coming in, we also have received three 

grants and other donations from people who have never set foot in this building.  We have begun 

a system where shoppers simply stay in their cars and volunteers fill their orders.  In April we 

filled about 56 orders and in May about 38.   

If those two members had not been moved to work with the pantry a year ago, we would not 

have been ready to serve our community during this hard time.  The Lord moved in them and 

through their listening to the Spirit, we have been able to fill a need we wish was not there.   

So thank you to all who have supported the food pantry with donations, financial support, and 

volunteering.  And let this be a lesson to all of us that we are called to go where the Lord calls us 

even when we do not know why or understand.  When we answer God’s call, amazing things 

happen!    



 

We are resuming youth group in June!  Youth, grades 

5
th

 and up, are invited to participate in youth group at 

Kilbourne on the first Wednesdays of the month.  For 

the summer we will meet from 3:30-5PM.   

Youth group is a relaxed ministry where we play 

games, talk and help youth begin to better claim their 

own relationship with God.  In part, we go where the 

youth lead and talk about what is important to them.  All youth are welcome even if they are not 

connected directly with our churches.   

Youth group will follow social distancing guidelines and we ask all youth to wash their hands 

when entering the building.  We will not be eating together but youth are invited to bring their 

own drinks.    

Vacation Bible Study   

Our VBS theme this year is “Knights of the North Castle.” This invites 

children to learn about being strong in faith and about God’s amazing 

power.  Bible stories focused on include David and Goliath, Mary’s 

journey to Bethlehem, Jesus walking on water and more!  

This year’s VBS will be a take home ministry.  Supplies will be prepped 

and sent home.  Online Bible stories and music will be utilized. More details 

will be released soon.  Please let Pastor Beth know if you know you want your 

child or grandchildren to participate.   

With this unusual format, we may incur more costs than normal.  If you are willing to donate 

financially to VBS, please send cash or checks to Kilbourne.  We may also need a few volunteers 

willing to do a bit of acting for our videos if you are willing!  Yes you will look still but you will 

be having fun and helping reach our younger disciples.   

  

Pastor Beth is once again fleeing your presence!  Her last 

vacation was rudely cut short by COVID-19 and so she is 

trying this again.  Pastor Beth will be on vacation from June 

13-19
th

.  Through the use of technology, Sunday worship will 

be the same on June 14
th

.  Fellowship groups will meet in her 

absence.   

Pastor Beth will be available for pastoral care emergency situations.  Call or text her if 

something occurs.  However, any admin issues, general questions, or non-emergency pastoral 

care will be handled upon her return.     



Fellowship Groups  

When we surveyed a segment of the congregations, we found that one of the things people 

missed the most at this time was fellowship.  However, realistically this is going to be a hard 

need to feed with in-person worship for now because we cannot mingle like previously.   

With that need in mind, we are creating Fellowship Groups.  These groups will meet weekly and 

will spend time in prayer, a devotion and fellowship.  They will be groups of 10 or less and 

social distancing guidelines will be followed.   

Since they must be 10 persons or fewer these will be groups that you must register for.  Calls are 

being made to many members who have indicated they are interested.  However, if you are 

interested, don’t wait for us to call you!  Call or email Pastor Beth.   

Groups will be 10 or less but if a day/time has more than 10 people interested, we will divide the 

group and form two separate groups at the same time.  There will be adequate distance between 

them.  More days and times may be considered if we have enough interest.   

Current days and times are:  

Fridays at 7PM at Ron and Amy Ruggles (outside)  

Tuesdays at 9PM at Kilbourne (outside if weather permits, inside if not)  

Tuesdays at 1PM at Kilbourne (outside if weather permits, inside if not) 

Sundays at 9AM at Kilbourne (until worship resumes, then at Oxford)   

 

We will be resuming Book Club in July.  Book Club will meet July 27
th

 at 6:30PM.  We will be 

using Zoom for the time being.  All are welcome to attend even if you have never been before. 

The meeting information will be emailed in advance.   

Our first meeting will be slightly different than others.  We invite you to be ready to give a 

‘review’ to a book you have recently read and share whether or not you would recommend it.  If 

you have not had the time lately, you can pick a favorite to share about.  We will then spend time 

making selections for future meetings.  Book club books will be chosen based on interest in the 

book, cost of the book and availability through the libraries.   

Upcoming Meetings 

As we reopen the buildings to in-person worship, the joy you have all been waiting for has 

returned- committee meetings!  All joking aside, committees are one of the ways that we help 

order the lives our churches.  Here is a list of planned committee meetings at this time.   

Monday June 22
nd

 at 7PM: Kilbourne Nurture Committee  

Monday June 29
th

 at 7PM: Joint Outreach Committee hosted at Kilbourne  

Wednesday July 15
th

 at 6:30PM: Ashley Ad Council  



A Note on Health  

A Dog is a Dog, Is a Dog, Is a Dog 

But not really.  Yea, they give you kisses when you walk through the door and offer a 

nonjudgmental eye when you reach for the Krispy Kreme…….but they also offer a range of 

health benefits.  I’ll just list a few. 

They strengthen your tickers because they get you on the move.  Dog owners have a lower risk 

of high blood pressure and The American Heart Association concluded that owning a dog is 

most likely linked to a decreased risk of cardiovascular disease and dog owners are MORE likely 

to survive a heart attack.  Who knew?? 

Research has proven that interaction with animals, especially dogs, reduces stress and anxiety.  

Visits from a therapy dog in a cancer treatment center had patients feel a lift in “emotional well-

being and quality of life”. 

I have seen firsthand what a visit from a couple of puppies can do for nursing home folks.  

WOW everybody brightens up with smiles all round. 

Caring for a dog can give your life meaning and give you a purpose because you are needed and 

it gives your day structure. 

A dog will teach you live in the moment.  When you walk your dog you are more aware of your 

surroundings….the sky, the tress, other people.  It’s better than walking and staring at your 

phone. 

There is one doggy downer….fractures obtained while dog walking more than doubled from 

2004 to 2017 for patients over 65.  The experts at Penn Medical are chalking it up to seniors 

being more active and more seniors owning pets.  Anyway, the health benefits far outweigh the 

risks.  (I take a cane when I walk Bo, Lorrie’s lab.)       

         Ann Sanderson, RN 

 

Various New Church Policies  

As another attachement or as an insert you will find our temporary policies created to keep us 

safe as possible during this time.  This section is long, and may feel overwhelming.  You do not 

necessarily need to read it all at once.  Rather you can read it in parts or just review the parts that 

impact you.  It is a lot of informaiton but COVID-19 has changed a number of procedures and 

patternsn.  These policies are the result of the work of our reopening team and have been 

reviewed by Ad Councils at both churches. We believe you will find many of them to be 

commonsence but we want to be clear with our plans, policies and expectations.  

 


