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Prepare Now And Prepare Well! 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth”  John 1:14 

I cannot decide whether 2020 went fast or slow.  In many ways, it feels like a year that lasted 

forever.  The tragic Australian wildfires that caught the world’s attention by impacting a 

suspected 3 billion animals, feel like a decade ago but it was just in March that they were finally 

beat back.  However, at the same time, I cannot believe Advent is upon us already.   

Yet, whether I feel ready or not, Advent is indeed here.  Advent which comes from a word that 

means ‘coming,’ is about getting ready for Christmas, for the coming of our Savior.  It is often 

celebrated one of two ways- the four Sundays leading up to Christmas, or the first 24 days of 

December.   

For many of us, it may feel like celebrating Advent this year is going to be difficult- after all so 

many of our church, community, and personal traditions will be disrupted.  Or perhaps we are 

grieving, or struggling with isolation.  In light of our struggles I am reminded of a quote by 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  He said, “The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are 

troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to 

something greater to come.”  Well, sign me up!   

And this is so true.  Advent is not a time for us to celebrate when everything, including 

ourselves, is perfect.  Advent is a time to prepare for Christ amidst the pain and hardship of our 

lives.  It is a time to focus on the joy Christ bring regardless of our current pains.  It is a time to 

focus on the hope Christ brings regardless of our current burdens.  It is a time to focus on the 

faith Christ brings regardless of our current struggles.  It is a time to focus on the peace Christ 

brings regardless of our current turmoil.   

This Advent, may we all refocus our lives on Christ and truly prepare ourselves for his coming.  

Christ first came into a world with all its pains, burdens, struggles, and turmoil and you can bet 

he is coming this year.  So prepare for Christ’s coming!  Take the time now to prepare for 

Christmas and do it right; by focusing on Christ and all that he brings. 

     Always with Love,                                         

       Pastor Beth  

2021 Leadership  
Attached with this newsletter is a copy of both churches 2021 leadership.  These positions were 

officially voted through on Nov 25 at our charge conference along with our budget and other 

items.  

Most committees will not be meeting until February in 2021.  If you have a question about a 

meeting, duties, or other items, please contact your committee chair.  If you do not see your 

name where it should be or see it where it should not be, contact Pastor Beth and she will correct 

it.  Mistakes are all human error, and not reflective of any opinions.   



Advent Studies and Worship  
This year is certainly going to be an unusual season of our lives.  

However, we are still able to prepare ourselves for Christmas by 

study and worship.  We invite all to find some way that they are 

attending to their spirit and their relationship with God this 

December as dedicatedly as you are preparing for Christmas in 

other ways. All plans may be impacted by COVID, snow emergencies or other factors.  

Bible Studies: This year’s Bible study requires no pre-reading and goes along with the 

sermon series.  Zoom information is emailed out.  If you want to join but do not usually get our 

emails, email Pastor Beth at elizabethmayortiz@gmail.com to get the information.  All classes 

begin the week of Nov 29th.   

       Via Zoom: 9:30AM on Sunday morning  

                    Or 7:00PM on Wednesday evening  

    In-Person: 9:00AM on Tuesdays at Kilbourne  

                   1:00PM on Tuesdays at Kilbourne 

Longest Night Worship: This service is designed for those who are grieving.  It seeks to 

both celebrate Christ’s light in this world as well as to honor and leave space for grief.  In order 

to keep numbers low, we will be offering two times and you will be invited to RSVP to the time 

you want.   

Longest Night Worship will be on Monday Dec 21 at 5:30PM and 7:00PM.   Contact Pastor Beth 

if you would like to attend.  

Service of Song: Many people indicated that they would be interested in a service of scripture 

and song during this Advent.  While we wish this could be in-person, safety suggests it is not 

wise.  This service will be posted to YouTube on Dec 15 in the evening for your viewing 

enjoyment.  Even though you will not be in-person, we encourage you to attend as if you are 

attending worship.  Silence all other noises and remove distractions and simply spend an hour 

worshiping God through music.   

Christmas Eve Worship: Christmas Eve worship is complicated this year by that we do not 

want to pack a sanctuary with folks.  So we are offering several different ways to worship 

together.  

Christmas Eve via Zoom: We will gather virtually, like for Easter, on Dec 24 at noon.                  

This service will include scripture and song.  

Kilbourne Outdoor Worship: On Dec 24, we will gather at Kilbourne at 5PM for outside 

worship.  Bring a blanket and a lawnchair because this will be regardless of weather.  We will 

have a shorter but traditional worship with song, scripture and candles. Masks and distancing still 

required.  

Ashley Indoor Worship:  On Dec 24, we will gather at Ashley for 7PM service inside.  Masks 

and socially distancing will be used to keep the evening safe.  We will have a shorter but 

traditional worship with limited song, scripture and candles.   

Sunday After Christmas: In light of the fact that many will gather with at least some 

family on Christmas, we will not have any in-person worship services the Sunday after 

Christmas.  That Sunday there will be a prayer service posted online and we will email a prayer 

that we ask everyone to pray at the same time.  We will be communally praying but from the 

safety of being apart.   



COVID Update  
As we enter the winter months, we want to update you on some decisions made by the Ad 

Councils of both churches. These decisions are around when we will gather and when we will 

abstain from gathering in-person.  This does not change the policies already in place.  We still 

ask that you wear a mask in the church, socially distance, and stay home when you are unwell.   

These policies are set by following Ohio’s Advisory Map which is announced every Thursday 

afternoon.  They also set policies for if someone within our community is diagnosed with 

COVID.  If you attend worship, a meeting, or a ministry and are then diagnosed with COVID 

within the following week, we ask that you contact Pastor Beth.  We will never release your 

name without your permission but we need to enact the policies.   

Please remember online worship will continue regardless and even if your community is meeting 

in-person, you can always choose to join worship virtually.  If one or both congregations cease 

in-person ministries, as much as possible will be moved to a virtual format.   

The policies are different between the two communities, so please read carefully.   

Ashley’s Policy:  If Delaware County would become a Level 4 or ‘purple’ county all in-person 

ministries would cease until the county is downgraded.  

If a congregant tests positive in the week following worship or a meeting that they attended, in-

person worship will be cancelled for 1 week.  

If Pastor Beth tests positive at any point, in-person ministries will suspended until it is deemed 

safe to resume.   

Kilbourne’s Policy: If Delaware County would become a Level 3 or ‘red’ county in-person, 

inside worship would cease until the county is downgraded.  Fellowship groups, meetings, and 

other small gathering will still continue.   

If Delaware County would become a Level 4 or ‘purple’ county all in-person ministries would 

cease until the county is downgraded.  This includes all ministries other than the Food Pantry.   

If a congregant tests positive in the week following worship or 

a meeting that they attended, in-person worship will be 

cancelled for 1 week.  

If Pastor Beth tests positive at any point, in-person ministries 

will suspended until it is deemed safe to resume.   

The Food Pantry will continue to operate,                                                                                 

unless a volunteer tests positive.  If that occurs, the pantry will 

cease operations for 1 week.  

Thank You’s  
We really need to give so many of these but here are a quick few!  Thank you to all who donated 

to the PIN toy drive.  We filled our tote and more.  Thank you to all who donated to and who 

help fill Blessing Bags.  Fifty more bags have been assembled and ready to help others.  Thank 

you all who have supported the food pantry in any way from giving of time and money to 

sharing it on Facebook.  Thank you all who supported Kilbourne Candy Land in any way.  The 

day was a tremendous success all because we had so much support.  

And an all to overlooked thanks- thank you to all who serve on our committees and who serve us 

all through worship.  Without all of you, our churches would not be able to follow God.  Thank 

you.  You are a blessing.    

Let It Snow! 

 Just a reminder that if we have a 

Level 2 or 3 Snow Emergency, all 

in-person ministries and worship 

are automatically cancelled.  



Pastor Renewal Leave  
Starting on December 25, Pastor Beth will be taking one week of vacation.  Starting on Jan 1st, 

she will be taking a 4 week renewal leave.  Renewal leaves are permitted by the UMC Book of 

Discipline and encouraged as a way for pastors to take the time to renew their own spirits, to 

deepen their connection with God, and to pursue education opportunities that cannot occur 

amidst a normal season of work.  This is also modeled by Jesus, as we read about times he 

withdrew from others, even his closest disciples, to focus on his faith.  We know about his 40 

days in the wilderness, his time on the mountains, and in the garden.   

During this time though, you will still be well cared for!  We invite you not consider this to be a 

‘vacation’ from church but rather an opportunity to hear fresh voices sharing the Word of God 

with you.   

During this time if you need to speak with a pastor, need prayer, or someone close to you needs 

the same, you should contact Amy Ruggles or Linda Veppert (numbers are in your member 

directory).  They will then reach out to the pastor on your behalf and make the connection. 

A little bit about those who are filling in for pastoral care and the pulpit for this time.   

Pastoral care will be covered by Rev Dr Tammy Wilden.  Rev Wilden is an ordained elder of the 

United Methodist Church.  Some of you may be more aware of her husband, Rev Phil Wilden, 

the pastor at Asbury UMC in Delaware.  However, Rev Wilden has an excellent ministry on her 

own.  She is currently a chaplain at Grady Hospital and her calling is very much to pastoral care.  

If you need to talk to someone or to pray, she on hand and please do not hesitate to contact Amy 

or Linda so they can get you connected.  

The pulpit will be covered by two different preachers.  For one Sunday, Adam Moore will be 

bringing us the Word.  Many of you know Adam but he is a Captain with the Delaware City 

Police.  He is a great preacher and brings his life experience mixed with a deep faith to us.  The 

other Sundays, worship will be led by Reverend Gwen Thomas.  She is a student at MTSO 

pursuing her Master’s in Divinity.  However, it would be wrong to think she is light on 

experience.  Rev Thomas is an ordained reverend of the UCC denomination.  She has been active 

in ministry leading for over 12 years.  Rev Thomas is also currently a chaplain at Riverside 

Hospital during this time where so many there are in need of comfort and peace as found in God.  

We hope that you welcome both eager to hear the message from God that they bring.     

In order to make the most of her time and to fully focus on renewal, Pastor Beth will not be 

answering calls, texts, or email.  If you need a pastor, please reach out to Amy or Linda and they 

will help.  If you have a question about a ministry, contact the lead of that ministry.  Thank you 

for respecting this time of renewal.   

 

 

Book Club will meet via Zoom on the fourth Mondays of 

the months at 6:30PM.  All are welcome to attend even if 

you have never been before. Books for 2021 will be picked in the December meeting. The 

meeting information will be emailed.   

Dec 28th   Holidays on Ice by David Sedaris  

Jan 25th   This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel   

 



Beans for Benevolence 
Beans for Benevolence is the benevolent fund operated by 

Ashley.  It is named from its source of funding- a field of 

soybeans is planted, tended, harvested, and sold and the 

proceeds go into the Fund.  The Beans for Benevolence fund 

goes to help organizations or individuals with needs.  Decisions 

of its spending are made by the Finance/Ad Council committees.   

So far this year, funds from Beans have gone to buy necessary 

items for the school, to support the Kilbourne Food Pantry, to 

support the Buckeye Valley Food Pantry, and to help with some individual bills.  The Fund is 

operated very generously and often sends monies before a formal request is even made.   

Every year, our fundraising goal as a church is $4500.  This pays for the needed supplies for the 

crop.  Labor is generously donated. This year we fell short of this goal and raised about $3400.  

What this means is simply a reduced profit margin from the sell of the beans.  You can also still 

give to help us pay that bill and increase the profit.   

We have already received the check for this year’s harvest.  It was for over $10,000!  This is 

such an amazing blessing for our church and mostly for our community as we are able to 

continue our generosity in 2021.  

Good Samaritan Fund  
Both of our communities operate benevolent funds to help those outside of our church 

communities.  Kilbourne’s is The Good Samaritan Fund.  The Fund was actually started by 

community members outside of the church, but through the twists and turns of life, the church 

eventually took over its operations.  The Fund is administered by a committee, and is designed to 

help individuals and families experiencing hardships.  It does not provide ongoing support, but 

rather one time disbursement meant to help those receiving funds to get back on track.  Priority is 

given to residents of  Brown, Peru, Kingston or Oxford townships, but when funds are available 

others are helped.  The Fund provides gas gift cards that a person or family can receive once 

every three months and will pay one bill every 12 months.  Typical bills are for rent, utilities, and 

medical.   

So far in 2020, the Fund has helped 12 clients with bills totaling $1975 for rent, $505.91 for 

utilities, $250 for other bills, and purchased $700 of gas gift cards. We have dispersed 20 gift 

cards already this year for gas.  In 2019, the Fund served 10 clients with mostly utility bills.  

The struggle The Good Samaritan Fund is facing is that all the fundraising efforts to keep it 

funded have been impacted by COVID.  Originally this Fund was replenished by Kilbourne 

Festival.  In recent years it has been funded by concerts at the church and the Kilbourne Bazaar 

last winter.  However, none of those activities are currently safe and have had to be suspended.  

The Fund’s current balance is less than $2000 which means it is operating by helping clients only 

in the original four townships and funding requests to a minimal amount.   

If you are able and willing to donate to The Good Samaritan Fund, you can do so through the 

online giving from Kilbourne’s website, www.kilbourneumc.com, or by writing a check to The 

Good Samaritan Fund and sending it to the church.  
  

 

http://www.kilbourneumc.com/


Bible Study  
We are continuing to meet for Bible study on Wednesdays (except 

the last Wednesdays of the month) at 7Pm via Zoom.  Typically 

we discuss the scripture that will be preached the following 

Sunday.  There is no prep.  Just show up with your Bible.   

Meeting login information is shared in the weekly email but if you 

do not receive that and wish to attend, contact Pastor Beth.   

A Note on Health: 

I DO love chocolate, (coffee, not so much) 

According to Bobbie Randall, a registered dietitian, not only will meditation and exercise help 

your brain but so will chocolate and caffeinated coffee. Hurray!!  That’s good news for the 

Holidays.   

Johns Hopkins University and the National Institute of Aging discovered that compounds found 

in caffeine have clear effects on the brain.  Caffeine can protect against stroke, brain cancer, 

suicide, Alzheimer's and Parkinson’s as well as make the brain more flexible and resilient. 

Sharing coffee with a friend or loved one improves the suicide statistic.  AND some new studies 

indicate that habitual coffee drinking has been linked to a lower risk of heart disease in women.  

The American Heart Association is still recommending 1-2 cups of caffeine daily and brewed 

using a paper filter.  

Some folks are slow metabolizers of caffeine and experience jitters, palpitations and 

sleeplessness.  Caffeine is also addictive and sudden withdrawal will bring on symptoms…..so 

moderation.  But this study was not all doom and gloom and gave us some good rationale for not 

changing a daily pleasure. 

Information taken from the Daily Gazette 

Ann Sanderson, RN 

 

2021 Church Leadership 
*- Denotes Chair  +-Denotes Vice Chair  

 

Outreach- Joint Kilbourne/Ashley Committee   

2021   2022   2023 

Kathy Caudill   David Veppert  Jean Hightower  

Violet Cummings Marty Chan  Kara Moore  

Elaine Germann Bekka Matlack Becky Hightower  

Scott Shoemaker Joan Patterson  Cindy Thatcher  

   Donna Mitchell    Marilyn Hedrick* 

      Beth Bennington  

      Jean & Al Masters 

 

Ashley Leadership 2021  
Ad Council Chair: Ron Ruggles    Lay Leader: Cindy Thatcher   

Financial Secretary: Iris Erion   Treasurer: Dedra Hall     

 

 



Finance    Ron Ruggles*     Beth Bennington+ 

Members of finance are all members of Trustees, SPRC, Ad council, and the positions of lay 

leader, financial secretary, and treasurer  

 

Trustees   2021    2022    2023 

Twila Trimble  Tom Main  George Conklin 

      Joel Bennington* Bob Ewing 

            

SPRC    2021    2022   2023 

Ron Ruggles   Bonnie Garner  Howard Thatcher* 

         John Hall 

         Lori Mitchell  

 

Nominations –Pastor Chairs   2021    2022   2023 

Joel Bennington Donna Mitchell    

Amy Ruggles      

            

Kilbourne Leadership 2021 
Administrative Council     Lay Leader: David Veppert* 

Lay Delegate Annual Conference: Cindy Parker  Historian: John Humes  

Alternate to Annual Conference: Vickie Sheets 

Members at Large: Linda Veppert, Jean Hightower  

Council includes the chair or rep from all committees and all Finance Committee members.  

 

Finance   Treasurer: Elaine Humes  Lay Leader: David Veppert  

Financial Secretary: Jane Horn*  SPRC Rep: Cindy Parker  Trustee Rep: Wilma Frost  

 

Memorial Fund Ministry   

Steve Sheets  Dorothy Fuller  John Humes  Wilma Frost   

 

SPRC     2021   2022   2023 

Cindy Parker  Melissa Matlack*  Mary Fleming 

Kathy Caudill  Diane Milhoan Adam Moore  

          Ann Sanderson 

Trustees  2021   2022   2023 

Ed Kern*    Jeffery Humes  Shirley Humes 

Sandy Kizer   Wilma Frost  Johnny Yarhouse  

Jim Hynek     

 

Lay Leadership/Nominations- 2021   2022   2023 

Jean Hightower Adam Moore  Vickie Sheets 

Becky Hightower Sandy Kizer  Kathy Caudill  

        Diana Kieffer    

Nurture/Worship 2021   2022   2023 

    Linda Veppert   Shirley Humes  Melissa Matlack  

Diane Milhoan  Ed Kern   Jim Hynek  

Elaine Humes   Wilma Frost   Vickie Sheets*  

 Jan Walker   Lorrie Sanderson  

 

Food Pantry Manager:  Kathy Caudill  

 

Event Coordinators: Linda Veppert and Kathy Caudill  


