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Worship Updates  

In ‘normal’ times, we would never need to provide ongoing updates about worship.  However, 

we all know that these are unusual times and information changes quickly.  If you need any 

information not provided here or have questions, please contact Pastor Beth.   

In early July, we placed an online survey to the congregation to get a better understanding of 

where people are with their readiness and comfortability for in-person worship, either inside or 

outside.  We realize that not everyone had an opportunity to answer since we used an online only 

format.  However, the patterns of preference were decisive enough to help make decisions about 

where and how to worship.    

From the online survey, we had 39 responses between Ashley and Kilbourne congregations.  

However, this does not mean it represented only 39 people.  Many filled it out for their 

household, though we had some fill it out separately.  Looking at who filled it out, we are able to 

estimate that over half the active congregations from both churches responded.   

Of the responses collected, roughly 63% responded that outside worship was currently their 

preference.  This shows that we do hold a variety of opinions but, it does show a comfortable 

majority in favor of continuing outside worship.   

As far as when to move inside for worship, our poll showed a further division of preference.  The 

largest percentage was when it gets too cold or fall with 36%.  Both the answers ‘when COVID 

cases decline in the area’ and ‘as soon as possible’ came in second with 23%.  We cannot make 

definite plans around COVID numbers due to their expected patterns of rising and falling in the 

coming months but this response shows the concern for safety that is present.   

In light of the survey response, we will continue to worship outside at Oxford through at least 

Sept 13
th 

at 10AM on Sundays.   By Sept 1
st
, we will reevaluate and make a decision of when to 

move inside for worship.   If there was inclement weather on any Sunday, we would move into 

the Kilbourne sanctuary and fellowship hall.  A decision would be made by 8AM and emailed 

out.  

We do understand that having it at the park does not work for everyone.  Fellowship groups on 

Tuesdays are 9AM and 1PM are still continuing to meet at Kilbourne.  There is room in each 

group for new members.  These groups have a devotion, scripture and share prayers.   

We will also be continuing to provide online worship in the months to come.  Services are posted 

on YouTube with a link on both Kilbourne and Ashley’s Facebook pages.  Our expectation is 

that this will continue for the foreseeable future, although it will go under some modifications 

once we are in the sanctuaries.   



Great Can Off  

 Aug 1
st
-23

rd
 

For the last five years, we have participated in the ‘’Great Can 

Off.”  This is a playful competition in which we collected as 

many non-perishables as we can for local food banks.  We have 

brought in 1000s of pounds of canned items over the years.   

In previous years, we have competed between teams in the church for bragging rights.  However, 

this year we are competing against 2020.  That’s right- the year is our competition.  This has 

been a year where our struggles and our hardships have been in the forefront of our minds even 

though many of us remain blessed in countless ways, including having food security.  So we are 

setting 2020 right by showing our response to God’s amazing blessings and setting a lofty goal 

of 2020 items.   

So bring in your items!  You can bring them to worship on Sundays or to either church building.  

We are collecting now until August 23
rd

.  Donations will be divided between Buckeye Valley 

Food Pantry and People in Need.   

 

Book Club will meet via Zoom on the fourth Mondays of the 

months at 6:30PM.  All are welcome to attend even if you have 

never been before. The meeting information will be emailed.   

Some of these books have long wait lists at the library so we have tried to schedule them with 

enough advance notice that all can access them.   

August 24
th

   The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

Sept 28
th

   My Story by Elizabeth Smart  

Oct 26
th

   Mercy by Jodi Piccioli 

Nov 23
rd

   The Hate You Give by Angie Thompson  

Dec 28
th

   Holiday on Ice by David Sedaris  

Jan 25
th

   This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel   

 

 

Youth group will be meeting August 5
th

 at Kilbourne from 3:30-5PM.   

Youth group is a relaxed ministry where we play games, talk and help youth 

begin to better claim their own relationship with God.  In part, we go where 

the youth lead and talk about what is important to them.  All youth are welcome, even if they are 

not connected directly with our churches.   

Youth group will follow social distancing and mask guidelines and we ask all youth to wash their 

hands when entering the building.  We will not be eating together but youth are invited to bring 

their own drinks.    



Beans for Benevolence 

Beans for Benevolence is a fund operated by Ashley UMC which helps out 

organizations and individuals when there is a need.  Examples of the use of 

funds are sponsoring Honor Flights, paying childcare expenses for a family 

after a medical emergency impacted their finances, and buying meat for 

holiday meals for Buckeye Valley Food Pantry.  Through Beans for Benevolence, Ashley UMC 

actively gives to local and global neighbors and lives out God’s call to serve others.   

This fund is replenished by the proceeds of the sale of soy beans.  While the labor is generously 

donated, we need everyone’s help to provide money to pay for the supplies- the seed money if 

you will.  As of the end of July we have collected $1900 of the $4500 needed. This wonderful 

ministry though takes all of us to make it possible. 

Please consider giving to this in the coming weeks.  Donations can be marked for “Beans” and 

put in the morning offering plate or, if you cannot make it to worship, feel free to mail it in.   

 

Bible Study  

We are continuing to meet for Bible study on Wednesdays (except 

the last Wednesdays of the month) at 7Pm via Zoom.  Typically 

we discuss the scripture that will be preached the following 

Sunday.  There is no prep.  Just show up with your Bible.   

Meeting login information is shared in the weekly email but if you 

do not receive that and wish to attend, contact Pastor Beth.   

  

Tithes and Offerings  

As we continue in this unusual time, the expenses of the churches continue quite regularly.  

Please remember your congregation in your budgeting.  Thank you to the many of you who have 

continued to send or deliver your tithes and offerings through this time.  We know that you do so 

out of your faith and commitment to God.  Together, we will weather this period with strength 

and confidence.   

If you prefer online giving, Kilbourne has that option for you.  Simply go to our website 

(www.kilbourneumc.com) and click on “Online Giving.”  You can specify in your giving if your 

gift is for the general fund, the capital campaign, or other funds.   

An additional thank you to those who have continued to send in their donations to the Kilbourne 

Capital Campaign. We now have over $10,000 of the needed $60,000 which will pay for new 

roofs and other needed updates.  If you want more information on the capital campaign, contact 

Pastor Beth.  

 

http://www.kilbourneumc.com/


Kilbourne Trustees’ Corner 

The Kilbourne Trustees have been busy the last few months and since many are not in the 

building right now, we felt an update is warranted.  The Trustees with a team of others have been 

busy trying to accomplish many projects on the properties.   

In the education wing, the walls and door frames have a fresh coat of paint.  New file boxes have 

been hung in the hallway as we retired the very worn and ragged ones that were there. That area 

of the hall also had holes repaired and spot painting done.   

Tasks have been outside the building as well.  We power washed the shelter house and picnic 

tables.  The flower beds have been mulched and the lawn is regularly mowed.  A joy to all, Lake 

Kilbourne has finally drained so we have a backyard-for the time at least!   

For as long as we can remember, there has been a desire to better showcase and care for the old 

church bell.  Due to your generous donations to the bell tower fund, we have finally gave her the 

care deserved.  While it doesn’t ring, it stands where it belongs in a spot of memorial near the 

church building.  It has been cleaned and clear coated.  A plaque will be designed in the coming 

months.  We also cleaned and clear coated the memorial bell on Main St by the parsonage.    

We do still have more items on the agenda as time and funds allow.  I want to personally thank 

all who were involved in any way, work or financial.  We couldn’t have completed what we did 

without you.  It takes a whole congregation to care for the Lord’s House and we are grateful for 

all you do that helps us and has our building ready for worship and service.  

                         Thanks to all.               Ed Kern, Head Trustee  

A Note on Health: Say “See Ya” to Old Meds 

Do you have some old leftover medicines at your house?  Here’s a couple of 

reasons to get rid of them: it will lose its efficacy after a while, or maybe the 

wrong person will get a hold of it, like a child or pet.  That would be dangerous.   

So, what to do?  Here are some suggestions: 

Call your local pharmacy and see if they have a “take-back program” for disposal or call local 

police to see if they have a program. 

Toss it in the trash.  Most meds can be thrown out.  Scratch out any information on the bottle 

label and mix the drug with something unappealing like cat litter or coffee grounds. 

Send it down the toilet.  This is recommended for strong pain killers, especially if you can’t find 

a “take-back” program.  If you’re unsure if you should flush the med, ask your pharmacist or 

doctor. 

One last thought…KEEP MEDICINES OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN AND PETS.   

Source:  Institute for Safe Medication Practices: U.S. Food and Drug Administration  

Ann Sanderson, RN  


