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The Church Beyond the Walls 

Well it’s needless to say that ministry in March and now April is not going like it was planned at 

the beginning of the year.  Instead of worship, Lenten Bible studies, in person meetings, and 

more, our churches stand emptier than normal.  No Scouts, no 4-H, no Sunday morning hubbub.   

I know that this has been a stressful and crazy time for most of us.  And I know for many that is 

made harder by the lack of our normal rhythms at the churches. We are now facing the reality 

that we will not return to ‘normal’ by Easter.  Truth be told, this really stinks in many ways.  

However, even with all that is going on in the world and all that is not going on in our building, 

we need to clarify a few things to ourselves and others.  First- worship is not cancelled.  I 

apologize for any time I have used this language.  In person Sunday services are cancelled yes 

but worship never is.  We are trying to embrace new and creative ways to embrace collective 

worship through technology but even if you have no availability to these there is no reason that 

you are not worshiping God. May our lips never be silenced in praising God.  

Second- which goes with the first- we will be worshipping on Easter.  The church building is not 

required to Easter worship.  Only people willing to worship are required.  I am striving to find 

ways that we will worship collectively on Easter within the bounds of safety but regardless my 

expectation of all of us is that we will find ways to worship.  I have said it many times already 

but I will say it again- the first Easter was not in a church and it went pretty well and this one 

will too.  

Third thing that we need to all remember and celebrate is that we are and always will be the body 

of Christ.  Even though we are not gathering in person, we are still Christ’s people and 

community.  So make the effort of staying in touch with your community.  Call people.  Email 

them.  Drop a card in the mail.  But being apart is not a reason to fall apart as a community.  It is 

a reason to find new and even old ways of staying connected.   

Church is not cancelled or on hold or absent.  Rather we are all now the church beyond the walls.  

We are dispersed but we should not be disconnected.  We are apart and yet we are one in God.   

So find a way to keep worshiping.  Find ways to stay connected.  Find ways to continue to 

deepen your relationships.  Because until we meet in person again, we are still the beloved of 

God, we are still the community of God, we are still the people of God.  May we live as it is so.   

       Pastor Beth   

On a personal note- know that I love you all and miss you all like crazy.  And it is that love that 

guides our decision to remain physically apart even as we are one in Christ.  

 



Easter Worship  

I cannot even begin to share how much time I have spent trying to figure out how to best worship 

together on Easter.  I have pursued leads, changed ideas and waffled for so many hours.  After 

much thought and discussion with colleagues, I believe we need to worship in a way that is 

accessible to as many people as possible and as safe as we can make it.   

We will be using Zoom to worship together on Easter at 9AM.  Zoom is an online tool that 

allows meetings to occur remotely.  For those of you with a computer and quality internet you 

will be able to join our ‘meeting’ and both see and hear worship.  However, if you do not have a 

computer you are not left out. From any phone you can dial in and join the service.  While you 

will not be able to see the service you should be able to hear everything.   

There very likely could be issues with using this technology.  So we asked everyone to be as 

patient and understanding. In an attempt to limit issues, we will have a trial worship set up.  On 

Monday April 6
th

 from 9AM-11AM, I will have an ongoing meeting.  Nothing is really 

happening in this meeting other than we will say hi but if you have never used Zoom on the 

phone or computer, this is a time to figure it out.  If you have issues and cannot access the 

Monday meeting please call me and we will do everything we can to work it through before 

Easter.  

You do need invitation codes to join all of our meetings.  These will be in your Easter letter.  

You are welcome to share them with anyone and everyone you want.  However, we will not be 

sharing them on Facebook or the internet because there have been some issues with that.  But 

please share and invite.  

This will certainly be an odd Easter, but I invite all of you to join with us as we gather for 

worship.  Let us praise and worship the risen Christ together.   

Worshipping Ideas 

We do not yet know when we will worship in person but until we do here are ways you can 

worship at home:  

1. Watch our videos of worship and mid week mediations  which can be found on 

Facebook, YouTube (Ashley-Kilbourne United Methodist channel). 

2. Watch other worship experiences through the internet or on TV 

3. Read ours or other daily devotionals.  

4. Take your Bible outside and read the Psalms  

5. Go on a prayer walk- walk in a safe place and pray for everything or one you pass.     

6. Use YouTube to listen to Christian music 

7. Try a new spiritual discipline like fasting, mediation etc.  

These are just a few options- there are so many ways to worship God.   

 

 

 



Food Pantry at Kilbourne  

While many of ministries are happening virutally or in new ways, the food pantry at Kilbourne 

has been very busy.  We have gone from seeing two to three couples to seeing 15-25 families 

every day we are open.  We are saddened that such a need is there and we are grateful that we are 

able to serve our neighbors in this time.  

Yet, in response to the increase need, and in concern for the health of our volunteers, we are 

making some changes for the duration of this pandemic.  We will be open Tuesdays and Fridasys 

from 10AM-4PM.  Shoppers will pull into the parking lot and will stay in their cars.  A volunteer 

will bring them a shopping list for them to mark their ideal items. Volunteers inside the building 

will then package selections up for them and it will be brought out to them.   

We are also being more targetted in the items that we are requesting for donations.  We have 

always been a pantry that has offered a diverse selection.  However, in this time we need to think 

about being more selective so that we have items that offer the most value that we can supply.  

For instance, we are not seeking out salad dressing, condiments or such any more.   We will 

always accept any in date food items, cleaning supplies, personal care supplies but below are the 

areas that we are targetting.   

Donatons of items or money will be greatly appreciated.  They can be mailed or dropped off at 

Kilbourne.  Checks will be deposited and used accordingly.  Cash donations will be recorded 

with our fnancial secretary and then spent rather than depositing them.  We largely use cash 

donations to buy items from the Kilbourne Martke feeling that this is also a way we can help out 

that business.   

Most needed/desired items:  

Pasta/Pasta Sauce     Pancaket mix- add water only  

Canned Vegetables and Fruits  Syrup  

Canned Pasta      Breakfast/Garnola bars  

Hambruger Helper or similar meals in a package items  

Ground beef      Crackers- such as Rtiz or goldfish  

Hot Dogs      Soup/Ramen 

Bread       Cereal- Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, Mini wheats, etc 

Peanut Butter      Frozen meals- single, family size or pizzas  

Jelly- Strawberry or Grape    Eggs  

Paper Towels or toilet paper   Hand and Dish Soap  

Lanunday detergent     Juice- Apple or Orange  

Mashed Potatoe     Oatmeal  

Feminine Hygene products    Cat Food (at this time we have much dog food)  

 

This list may change as we have needs met or when we find the overlooked items.  It will be 

emailed once a week.   

 

I cannot begin to express how much this has already taken a community to run.  Thank you to all 

who have given and will give and to our volunteers who have helped feed so many.  

 



Staying Connected 

I have been sending out an email five days a week to many members.  This includes updates and 

devotions However, you only receive this if you had previously indicated you wanted to be on 

our email list.  If  you do not receive this email and want to be added, send me an email at 

elizabethmayortiz@gmail.com and I will add you to the list.   

I am also posting Sunday worships and mid week meditations on Facebook and our YouTube 

channel (Ashley-Kilbourne).  

Bible Study 

Starting Wednesday April 8
th

 at 7PM and Thursday April 9
th

 at 9AM, we will have weekly Bible 

study using Zoom.  First week access codes are in your Easter letter and will be emailed out in 

the future.  For the first week we will be doing a chapter from Simon Peter by Adam Hamilton 

but you do not need to book to participate.  Phone calls are also able to join these studies.   

A Note on Health  

Stay Home, Stay Busy and Wash Your Hands 

I can’t actually believe someone has told me to stay home……I LOVE IT.  It’s for my own 

health (and yours).  I am definitely making the most of it.  I’m catching up on my reading, 

knitting and I put together an executive size desk.  I’ve been baking and watching TV movies.  I 

hope you all are staying physically and mentally active.   

A second thing I want to share is related to HANDWASHING.   I spent a number of years at 

Grady Hospital as the Infection Control Nurse..  I taught HAND WASHING IS THE SINGLE 

MOST IMPORTANT MEANS OF PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF INFECTION (as taught 

to me by the CDC).   

Doesn’t that sound familiar? It’s been on the news everyday.   Such a simple thing to do and 

such dire consequences if you don’t.  Pastor Beth will help us keep our spiritual health healthy. 

Reach out if you need help with your physical, mental, or spiritual health. 

        Ann Sanderson, RN 

Tithes and Offerings  

If you are able to send your tithes and offerings to your church it would be greatly appreciated.  

However, if you are in financial hardship due to COVID-19, we invite you to offer up prayers in 

place of your offerings.  I want to assure both congregations that we will weather this time 

financially.  We need gifts from our donors but we are not in desperation or despair.   

*Final note on this newsletter- I am missing my proofreaders and I am trying to produce this 

much quicker than normal so forgive the many typos and lack of commas.   

mailto:elizabethmayortiz@gmail.com

