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Candace’s Pastoral Ponders…

Well believe it or not, but the holiday season is
fast approaching. Retailers seem to start earlier
every year. If you have been in any Walmart or
Lowe's or Walgreens, you have already been
bombarded by Christmas decor even while the
Halloween costumes are still for sale. It is hard
for us as Christians to slow things down and fo-
cus on the present moments in the midst of our
fast paced, future focused culture, and yet, if we
don't we are bound to miss something.

I encourage you to take time to celebrate and
reflect on each season of the year. The church’s
liturgical calendar can help you to be more in-
tentional about how you allot your time. No-
vember is a time to remember the saints
(remember Presbyterians have saints too--they
are anyone who believe in Christ) who have
gone before us reflecting on how God calls us to
witness to Christ in this generation.

A reminder that the deadline is November
15th for the Grateful Gobbler Walk taking place
on Thanksgiving Day at 8am in Coolidge Park and
the registration deadline is November 15th.
The cost to participate is $25 for those over 13
years old and $10 for ages 12 and under. It is very

easy to register. Just go to www.gratefulgobblerwalk.org, look for
team registration, and sign up under NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN. You
can even Sleep Walk for $15! Although, it would be more fun to see
you in person.

November is also the last month of the church year
which ends with a celebration of Christ's victory over
death and sin on November 20th. The next Sun-
day the 27th is the first Sunday of Advent--the be-
ginning of the church year. In between we celebrate
the American Religious holiday Thanksgiving. Al-
though the American concept of Thanksgiving devel-
oped in the colonies of New England, its roots can be
traced back to the other side of the Atlantic. Both the
Separatists who came over on the Mayflower and the
Puritans who arrived soon after brought with them a
tradition of providential holidays—days of fasting
during difficult or pivotal moments and days of feast-
ing and celebration to thank God in times of
plenty. Thanksgiving wasn't only one day a year, it
was whenever a community came together to thank
God.

Pastor Candace

Mark your calendar to join us for our
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  that will be
held on Thanksgiving Day at 2:00pm in
the McMillan Building.

Everyone is welcome!

Please speak with JoAn Wright to let her know how many will be
attending and what you would like to bring to share for the meal.
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The October meeting of the Session was held on the 23rd.  The following are the highlights from that meeting.
1. The treasurer presented the monthly budget report.

 We are running behind in contributions compared to this time last year.
 Thanks to conservation efforts, our expenses are currently in the black.
 Troy reported on several items in the financial software that have been cleared up.
 The budgeting process for next year will begin at the next Session meeting.

2. At Rev. Worth’s suggestion, the Session decided to retain the current Nominating Committee.
 The committee will be asked to present a slate of candidates for the Session class of 2019.
 The committee will also present a new Nominating Committee for next year.
 Both will be voted on at one congressional meeting to be scheduled in the near future.

3. We have recently had several requests to use church facilities for various functions.
 The Session has asked the Buildings and Grounds Committee to revise and consolidate the policies that

govern the use of church facilities.  This will be presented at the next Session meeting.
4. New Hope has not participated in the Food Pantry voucher program for several years.

 Rev. Worth has requested that we resume the voucher program again on a trial basis.
5. Election of a commissioner to attend the Presbytery meeting on November 1st.

 No current Session members were available to attend that day.
 Rev. Worth will check with other elders to see if someone is available.

6. The Session discussed the financial review for 2015 which was just completed.
 The Session would like to express its gratitude to Rosie Sanislo and Hank Saeger for all the work they put

in completing the financial review.
7. Several candidates have been interviewed for the position on church secretary.

 The committee will recommend a selection in the near future.
 There have been a few applicants for the organist/choir director position approved by the Session at the

last meeting.
 None have been interviewed at this time.

8. The current youth program was discussed.
 The program is not working as planned for the older youth.
 Rev. Worth is looking at curriculum and time changes to help remedy the problems.

9. The Session has decided to purchase a fire proof safe to protect vital church records.
 Thanks to Hank Saeger for researching our options.
 Buildings and Grounds will make a recommendation at the next Session meeting.

10. The Buildings and Grounds committee presented a written report.
 There will be a work day scheduled as soon as the leaves fall and we get some rain.
 The committee is looking at a landscaper who will present a plan for cleaning up the labyrinth.

11. Fellowship reported that brown bag supper will continue on Wednesday evenings.
 The Kallers will be cooking a Brazilian dinner on November 9th.

12. The Mission committee submitted a written report outlining recent activities.
 Rev. Worth reported on several projects that she is working on
 We will plan to participate in next year’s Christmas parade held at Hamilton Place Mall.
 She described the All Saints celebration on October 30th.
 The last Sunday in November is the first Sunday of Advent.
 The service that day will involve the Hanging of the Greens.

The next Session meeting will be November 20th.

Upcoming PW Events for November

11/07 11:00a - PW Officer’s Meeting in McMillan Bldg.
11/08 10:00a - PW Circle Meeting in McMillan Bldg.

2:00p - PW Circle Meeting at Morning Point
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Thinking Green about Water
The August 2016 issue of National Geographic had an
interesting article about the Ogallala aquifer of the
central US high plains, and how this gigantic under-
ground fresh water resource is rapidly being de-
pleted. A caption below a picture of a large cattle feed
lot caught my eye. “A single quarter-pound ham-
burger requires about 460 gallons of water to raise and
process the beef.” Wow! That is 460 gallons of water
for just 1 burger. Think about how many burgers are
eaten at lunch everyday just in Chattanooga!
The sheer amount of water to make the food we eat
every day is mind-boggling, and should be a concern
to each of us as fresh, clean water resources shrink.

Contrast that beef number (1 lb uses 1840 gal) with
some other foods: 8 oz of milk uses 66 gal; 2 lbs of
wheat bread uses 343 gal; 2 lbs of cabbage uses 53 gal;
1 lb of pork uses 634 gal; 1 lb of tomatoes uses 24 gal;
2 lbs of apples or pears use 185 gal. You can quickly
see how big our water footprint is when considering
how much water it takes to grow and make our
food. The more meat, dairy and processed foods we
eat, the more water we consume. Is it time to seriously
consider Meatless Mondays? I think so.

Read more about our food and water footprint at
www.gracelinks.org/1361/the-
water-footprint-of-food
www.waterfootprint.org

Thanks from the Earth Care Team
Rosie

Watch this section of the Newsletter each month to get information
on the ongoing missions at New Hope.  The organizations we are

continuing to support are.....East Brainerd Elementary School, The Samaritan Center, Chattanooga Room in
the Inn, Hope House at UTC, The Newton Center, Community Kitchen and Operation Christmas Child.

This month we are highlighting the Newton Child Development Center which was started in 1903 by the Presby-
terian Board of Missions. It was originally the Newton Normal Institute and served as a parochial school for Af-
rica-American children. In 1932 the Newton Normal Institute was closed because public school had become
available. It then became Newton Community Center and finally Newton Child Development Center. It was
originally located in the basement of Leonard Street Presbyterian Church. It was moved to 135 Grove Street in
1913.  In 1953 the building was destroyed by fire and it was moved back to Leonard Street Presbyterian Church.
In 1955 Newton reopened in a new one-story brick building in the same location. In the fall of 2015 Head Start
was approved and renovations began. Head Start occupies three classrooms and Newton has two. Newton has
a nursery called the McMillan Nursery named after our very own Mary McMillan. The center is governed by a
Board of Directors who are volunteers from the community. The center is licensed by the State of Tennessee
Department of Human Services. They undergo inspection by the Health Department and Fire Marshall. They are
classified as a 3-star program. Newton is managed via a contract with the Children’s Home/Chambliss Shelter.

New Hope supplies baby formula to the Center for low income families.  AND our own Don and Gerry Kaller go
every Wednesday to read to the children in The Head Start class.  Thank you all for your donations and support.

Trying to figure out what to give the person who
has everything or the one who is impossible to
shop for? Think that maybe they would like a cow,
jerry (water) can, some seeds or a couple of chick-
ens?  This year do something different! The Pres-
byterian Giving Catalog is full of items that are easy
to wrap, don't collect dust, and don't require up-
keep while at the same time are life giving for
those who receive them. Give something to those
who need it most while honoring your loved ones
over the Christmas season. After all, God gave us
the greatest gift in Jesus Christ. What better way to
say thank you to God and to those who have nur-
tured your faith than by donating to the work of
the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Look for info in
the Narthex or go online to

www.presbyteriangifts.org.
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New Hope Presbyterian Mission Statement
We seek to fulfill Christ’s greatest commandment to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, and our
neighbors as ourselves, by assuaging the hunger of our neighbors and ourselves for food, fellowship, and
faith to satisfy the body’s longing for sustenance, the heart’s longing for belonging and the spirit’s longing
for connection with the Triune God, revealed to us most fully in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The following is a brief summary from our Treasurer
on New Hope’s Budget through September 30, 2016.

Offerings YTD: $104,145.00
% of 2016 Budget: 70.7%

Expenses YTD: $102,513.27
% of 2016 Budget: 69.6%

I want to thank everyone for the love, support
and friendships that I have received from you
over the last 6 years!

I have, so very much enjoyed working with you
and going through the many changes that we
have seen here at New Hope.  There will always
be a special place in my heart for you all and I
will continue to pray that God blesses New Hope
and all who enter her doors.

Debbie Cessna

A reminder that the Shoe
Boxes for the Samaritan’s
Purse, Operation Christ-

mas Child need to be brought to the church by the
week of November 14th.
If you have any questions please speak with Andy
Sanislo or Robin Smith.

Many thanks for all the prayers,
well wishes and cards during my
surgery and rehab. My final physi-
cal therapy was 2 weeks ago with
good progress.

Also thank you for all the prayers
for my father, Ralph Carl, following
his stroke. He is going to physical

therapy now and only using a walker when he is out-
side. Mama says he is making remarkable progress.
Prayer works wonders!!

Barbara Krupp

6th

We want to welcome our new
secretary in the church office.
Leslie Burton is beginning on
November 1st.

Everyone is welcome to stop by the office to wel-
come her to our church family.
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