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New Hope Presbyterian Mission Statement
We seek to fulfill Christ’s greatest commandment to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, and our neighbors as
ourselves, by assuaging the hunger of our neighbors and ourselves for food, fellowship, and faith to satisfy the body’s
longing for sustenance, the heart’s longing for belonging and the spirit’s longing for connection with the Triune God,
revealed to us most fully in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Community Kitchen Needs
Donations may be placed in designated basket.

Thank you!

Coffee
Grits (large container)
Powered Milk
Dry Cereal
Pasta
Flour
Mayonnaise
Ziploc Sandwich Bags
Toilet Paper
Tents (2-4 person)
Sleeping Bags
Socks
Men’s Shoes

Kitchen Pots/Pans
Plastic Grocery Bags
Garbage Bags
Ongoing Needs:
Napkins
Cornstarch
Canned Meat (large) -
tuna/chicken
Plastic Dinnerware
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Travel Size Toothpaste
Deodorant

In April, the fabulous five of Rosie &
Andy Sanislo, Hank Saeger, Gerry
Kaller & Gerai Kocher, packed 380 sack
packs at the Food Bank.  We are taking
our vacation now and will resume our
monthly visits to pack sacks in August.

Solar eclipse viewing at John Knox Center
August 21, 2017

John Knox Center is located directly in the path of this
once in a lifetime celestial event.

Early Bird Registration: $35/Adults, $25/Kids (10 & under)
Prices increase after June 1

Visit JOHNKNOXCENTER.ORG or call 865-376-2236
to register or get more information.

Bring your entire family to the ancient
city of Rome!  You’ll travel back into

Bible times - without setting foot
outside our community!

Vacation Bible School
June 19-23, 9am-12pm

Thank you to Robin Smith
& Chase for filling all the

Easter Eggs for our hunt, and thanks to Max & Ashley
Gerskin for distributing filled eggs to their hiding places.

If you have empty plastic eggs, please
return them to the church for next year!

Thank you!!

We will not have a Potluck Lunch in May due to
Memorial Day weekend.

Watch for upcoming Summer events!
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Candace’s Pastoral Ponders…

You might think that Easter is over, but it isn't. We will celebrate the Season of Easter until
the end of May. Remember the significance of the 40 days of Lent? Well now we remember
the 40 days from the time Christ arose until he ascended. Then there are 10 days after that
until Pentecost, which is June 4th. These 40 days are a time to rejoice that Christ is raised.
Canon Mark A. Pearson writes, "Jesus walked for 40 days on earth before His Ascension
back to heaven, to demonstrate He was truly raised, to remind them [the disciples] of what He
had already taught, to point them to their mission, to rivet home three essential features of
discipleship [evangelism, baptism, and communion] after His Ascension and to reassure His
followers that, despite their failing Him, He still loved them." In the Bible 40 days represents a
time for reflection/testing or a time for growth. Now is the time to take what you learned dur-
ing your Lenten journey and put it into practice. The disciples did not immediately embark
upon their calling to GO! First, Jesus told them to wait. They spent time with Jesus and
began to understand those things that didn't make much sense the first time Jesus taught
them. The disciples spent time in prayer and worship. This was an active waiting, a
preparation for the coming of the Holy Spirit. We need to look at our own lives and the life of
New Hope to see if our struggle is with waiting until God says now is the time, or whether our
struggle is going when it is the time to go.

VBS is only 8 weeks away! We will be traveling back in time
to visit Paul while he is under house arrest in Rome and to
see what it was like to be a part of the early church who
frequently were persecuted and had to worship in secret
underground churches. This VBS is designed for all ages and
we will travel around Rome in multi-age family groups. We
are in need of shop vendors -- carpenters, metalsmiths,
floralists, chefs, and architects--as well as those interested in
helping out with leading the families and games. A sign up
sheet for supplies and volunteer roles will be posted in the
narthex. We will be inviting our neighbors to attend. The
Session has made VBS a priority. This is a huge part of our

evangelism to our community's families. It can't happen without all of New Hope participating
in some way. Please support this important Ministry! If you have any questions you can call
the office to talk to Pastor Candace or Leslie or you can talk to Jon Geerlings. Thank you!

BIG THANK YOU to Janet, Jon, Rosie, Barbara and Greer and to
everyone else who helped make the Seder meal so wonderful. Rahel
was impressed with the kosher dishes and the time and care you all
took in making the Seder and the meal a worshipful experience for
everyone.
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Summary of the Session Meeting – April 9, 2017
 Troy Ivey reported that offerings are down from this time last year.
 The Session revisited the process for granting approval for the use of church facilities.

 It was decided to continue with the procedure that is currently in place.
 If you need to reserve church facilities for an event, please contact Peter Savard.

 Rev Worth is in contact with a company to produce a new photo directory.
 More information will be forthcoming.

 The Earthcare committee reported that New Hope has been recertified as an Earth friendly congregation.
 The Fellowship committee indicated that the next potluck supper will be April 30.

 There will be no potluck supper in May.
 Several activities are being planned for this summer.

 More information to follow.
 On June 3rd the Presbyterian Women will be honoring the senior ladies in our congregation.
 The Worship committee talked about the Seder dinner on Good Friday.

 We are still working on finding an organist/choir director.
 Buildings and Grounds is working on getting an estimate on rehabilitating the labyrinth.

 Three trees on church grounds are dead and will need to be removed.
 The Education committee indicated that plans for Vacation Bible School are in place.

 Input on advertising would be appreciated.
 The Evangelism and Outreach committee has been distributing church brochures.

Submitted by
Peter Savard, Clerk of Session

What do yoga pants have to do with ocean pollution?  It’s a lot more complicated and serious
than any of us knew! Look in your closet, and count all your blankets, PJs, fleece jackets,
athletic wear, blouses, and socks made with nylon, polyester, spandex, rayon and other
synthetic textiles. Every time we wash these clothes, millions of microfibers are released into
the water, get flushed from our homes, dumped into natural waterways, and eventually
accumulate in the ocean.  Researchers are just now becoming aware that these microscopic
plastics are one of the biggest marine pollutants, effecting aquatic and marine life who ingest
them.  Microfibers can be found in the seafood we eat!  Wastewater treatment facilities filter
some microfibers, but still release a significant volume into the environment.
How can we stop this pollution?  Until the apparel and textile industry, along with washing
machine manufacturers and waste treatment plants develop technology to limit garment
shedding and improve fiber filters, there are a few steps we can each take to reduce the
environmental impact of wearing our favorite fleece jacket.
1)  Buy high quality clothing and make it last.  Low quality fleece sheds much more than high
quality products.  2)  Wash clothes less often, and invest in a front load washer (gentler on
fabrics & saves water, too)  3)  Use liquid detergent, as powdered soaps are abrasive, causing
fiber shredding.  4)  Buy clothes made from natural fibers such as cotton, linen and wool.

Learn more about microfiber pollution:
http://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org

www.timesfreepress.com Thursday, March 16, 2017  page A5 Nation/Politics section;
Jennifer Kay The Associated Press

http://www.patagonia.com/blog/2017/02/an-update-on-microfiber-pollution/-96k

For the Earth Care Team,
Rosie

Thinking Green
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The Annual Spring Gathering of PW-Presbytery of East Tennessee was held April 22nd at Second
Presbyterian Church in Knoxville.  Those attending from New Hope were Gerai Kocher, Rosie Sanislo
and Dorothy Taj and they reported the day was most enjoyable and informative.

Upcoming events at New Hope include hosting the Church Women United May Fellowship Day /
Salad Luncheon on Friday, May 5th.  The theme is “Kindling New Fires of Love.”  The salad
luncheon will be held in the McMillan Building following the meeting.  Each church has been asked to
provided two salads or desserts and all women are invited and encouraged to attend.  Registration is
from 10 - 10:30 a.m. and the program starts at 10:30.  It will be a most enjoyable day!

May 14th is our annual celebration of PW’s Birthday and an offering will be received that will help support our three
missions selected for 2017.  They are:

1. The Navajo Water Project in New Mexico that will eventually provide a running water system for 40 families that do
not have access to running water in their homes;

2. The Family Justice Center Safe Haven for Victims of Domestic Violence in Georgetown and Horry Counties in South
Carolina.  They will be enabled to construct a new domestic violence shelter as the current one has room for only
11 people and is frequently at capacity.

3. First Hand Aid Rural Clinic Development Initiative in Cuba will be supported in their efforts to diminish the suffering
of the most marginalized Cuban citizens by providing them hope, dignity and the basic necessities of life and
health.  Six medical clinics are to be established in partnership with, and located at, Presbyterian Churches in rural
Cuba that will provide medicine and care not available, or difficult to get, from Cuban sources in those communities.

We thank our New Hope Church Family for their generous support of our mission work as your loving generosity is vital
to our success.

Regularly Scheduled Meetings Are:
May 1 11:00 a.m. PW Officers Meeting - McMillan Building
May 9 2:00 p.m. Circle Meeting at Morning Pointe
May 11 10:00 a.m. Circle Meeting & Brunch - McMillan Building

Located on Vine Street, the Hope House is more than what meets the eye. What draws most
people in is the free food, but what keeps them coming are the people that will leave a lasting
mark on your heart.

“I like the fact that there is diversity here. It’s good to have that here to make you more open,”
said Zach Gilbert, a senior from Nashville.

The Hope House is centered around their Presbyterian faith, but they welcome anyone and
everyone. You don’t have to be a follower of Christ to enjoy the experience of the house. In fact,
they encourage people from all walks of life to come because their main goal is to provide
hospitality to everyone. Moreover, in many ways, the Hope House has allowed UTC students to

explore religion and social problems that typically are unusual of religious organizations.

“I’ve always felt like churches do a bad job of connecting their faith to the real world and I feel like the Hope House does
that with the real world. The Hope House really focuses on what Jesus would do in a response to social justice issues
and homelessness,” said Saama Davies, a graduate student from Chattanooga.

In addition to the welcoming people of the Hope House, the amenities are sure to draw anyone in. They have three floors
that are filled with all the food you can eat, TVs, a screening room, games, a piano, guitars, books and study rooms.

Moreover, there is no pressure evident in the Hope House from anyone. If you want to eat and then leave, then that is
perfectly fine. If you want to go to enjoy Bible study, then that is okay. If you want to just watch TV and escape from the
realities of school, then that is great. The point is that the Hope House is here for you and here to help you with whatever
you need.

A friend. A family member. A listener. An advisor. A spiritual leader. A place to relax. A place to eat. A place to cultivate
your spirituality. These are things you will find in the Hope House, so take the first step and visit.

-Article by UTC student Dominique Malone
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