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Candace’s Pastoral Ponders… 

This month we end the Easter Season by re-
membering Christ’s ascension into heaven and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  
We will also celebrate the important women in 
our lives on Mother’s Day and our Presbyterian 
heritage on the 22nd.   We will finish out the 
month with a special worship service that will 
highlight the leadership of our youth.  And all of 
this is just on the Sundays!    
 
In the Old Testament Pentecost was the feast 
which occurred fifty days after Passover.  As the 
Passover feast celebrated the exodus of the Isra-
elites from the slavery of Egypt, so Pentecost 
celebrated God’s gift of the ten commandments 
to Moses on Mount Sinai.  In the new covenant 
of the Messiah, the Passover event takes on its 
new meaning as the celebration of Christ’s death 
and resurrection. And in the New Testament as 
well, the pentecostal feast is fulfilled and made 
new by 

the coming of the “new law,” the descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Christ.   
 
On Pentecost we have the final fulfillment of the 
mission of Jesus Christ and the first beginning of 
the messianic age of the Kingdom of God mysti-
cally present in this world in the Church of the 
Messiah. For this reason the fiftieth day stands 
as the beginning of the era which is beyond the 
limitations of this world, fifty being that number 
which stands for eternal and heavenly fulfillment 
in Jewish and Christian mystical piety: seven 
times seven, plus one.  So what if Pentecost hap-
pened today?  Are we living as the body of 
Christ and following his commandment to love 
one another as God loves us?  Is our life an ex-
ample of God’s Kingdom breaking into the 
world?  Or have we tried to extinguish the fire? 

 
Pastor Candace 

Don’t forget to wear RED on Pentecost Sunday, May 15th! 
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Our Wednesday night suppers begin at 6:00pm 
with Bible study following at 6:45pm.  Pastor Can-
dace is using the book Losing Moses on the Free-
way, The 10 Commandments In America. 
 

In May our meals are prepared by individuals in the 
church.  The menu is as follows: 05/04 - Spaghetti, 
05/11 - Pork Loin, 05/18 - Chicken Casserole, 
05/25 - Sloppy Joes.   
The cost is $7.00 per person (12 and older).   
You may make your reservations for the 
week or month with payment using the 
inserts in your bulletin each Sunday.  

   
 Please join in the Church Women United celebration of May Friendship Day,  

an annual event that unites our women in a common worship experience  
for the purpose of building healing relationships within our community.   

The offering from this day is used in the local community. 
 

May Friendship/Salad Luncheon Day   “Finding Grace at the Table” 
Date: Friday, May 6, 2016 

Place: Silverdale Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
 7407 Bonny Oaks Drive, Chattanooga 

 892-8701 
 

Each church is asked to bring two salads to share. 
Fellowship of the Least Coin Offering will be received. 

In the past few weeks I have 
had several people speak to 
me about the need to do 
more mission work or to 
have one unifying mission 
for the whole congregation.  

At the same time I’m still learning about all the vari-
ous mission activities in which individuals at New 
Hope are involved.  As I have mulled over the variety 
of opinions and activities a few thoughts have come 
to mind.  Let me know what you think. 
 

Nutrition and Learning: Many of New Hope’s mis-
sions, indeed even New Hope’s Mission statement, 
revolve around providing nutrition to students/
children of all ages so that they might be able to 
learn and grow.  (Community Kitchen, Newton Cen-
ter, Hope House, Sack Packs, Snack Packs for East 
Brainerd School and support of the Turks in Mada-
gascar are the ones I know about.) 

 

Communication:  I have learned about the projects 
listed above because people who have a heart for 
them have told me about them and invited me to 
participate.  I’m much more likely to get involved if 
someone personally invites me than I am just from 
reading a description.   

 

Vocation:  Frederick Buechner said, “Vocation is the 
place where our deep gladness meets the world's 
deep need.”  Where is that place for you?  Mahatma 
Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see in the 
world.”  Rather than waiting for a committee to find 
something for you to do, if you have a passion, let 
others know about it.  The Session and its commit-
tees function best as facilitators and liaisons rather 
than bureaucratic hoops.  Each of us is called to be 
an active disciple in the world.   

 

Pastor Candace 



using Greg Ogden’s Discipleship Essentials: A 
Guide to Building Your Life in Christ.  We will be-
gin at 11:00am and meet for about an hour.  The 
books are in the Church Office for purchase at 
$11.00.  “Being a Christian is a statement about what 
Christ has done for me; being a disciple is a state-
ment about what I am doing for Christ.” (p. 7)   
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Do you know what happens to some of those recy-
clables we throw into the big blue container? 
 

Here is a list of some things that come back to us in 
re-purposed ways. 
 

Metal cans = bike parts, car parts, steel beams, ap-
pliances, new cans 
Plastic beverage bottles = carpet, backpacks, polar 
fleece 
Paperboard (food and shoe boxes, unwanted mail, 
etc) = paper towel rolls, paper backing on roofing 
shingles, new paperboard 
Glass bottles and jars = new bottles, new jars, fiber-
glass 
Magazines = paperboard, telephone directories, 
newspaper 
Aluminum cans = new aluminum cans 
Cardboard = paper bags, new cardboard, paper-
board  
Notebook and Computer Paper = fa-
cial tissue, toilet paper, new computer 
paper, napkins, paper towels   

 

Thank You, 
 Rosie - For the Earth Care Team 

It has come to my attention that very few if any children 
participate in Sunday School on a regular basis and the 
adult volunteers need a break after many, many years of 
service.  So, after consulting with the teachers and some 
members of the session, I have decided that we will sus-
pend children's Sunday School during the summer 
months starting June 5th.   
Please know that this does NOT mean that educating 
our children and nurturing their faith is not important.  It 
is just that we need to find another way to do it that 
works.  If you have any ideas please let me or Jon Geer-
lings know.   
Also, I am trying to be involved with your children/
grandchildren by supporting their extra-curricular activi-
ties.  Please let me know about plays, concerts, ball 
games etc.  This is one way we can all show how loved 
and important the youth of the church are to us.   
 

Pastor Candace  

The PW Officers will hold their monthly Board 
meeting on Monday, May 2th at 11:00am in the 
McMillan Building. 
 

On Tuesday, May 10th the Circle Group will be  
meeting at 10:00am for their Bible Study.   
 
 
 

 
On Sunday, May 22nd we will be having the PW 
Birthday Offering.  The offering this year will be 
benefiting Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon 
Valley in Oakland, California.  Your gift 
will allow Habitat for Humanity to part-
ner with more than 100 individuals and 
families to repair their homes. 

The following is a brief summary from our Treasurer 
on New Hope’s Budget through March 31, 2016. 
 Offerings YTD:    $33,810.35 
 % of 2016 Budget:             23.0% 
 

 Expenses YTD:  $34,561.52 
 % of 2016 Budget:             23.5% 

Monday Morning  

Starting May 9th Pastor 
Candace will be facilitat-
ing a small group study 
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New Hope Presbyterian Mission Statement 
We seek to fulfill Christ’s greatest commandment to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, and our 
neighbors as ourselves, by assuaging the hunger of our neighbors and ourselves for food, fellowship, and 
faith to satisfy the body’s longing for sustenance, the heart’s longing for belonging and the spirit’s longing 
for connection with the Triune God, revealed to us most fully in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

VBS is coming soon!  Mark 
your calendar for June 6th - 
10th.  Watch for more infor-
mation in the coming weeks! 

 

 
 

He graduates in May from Collegiate High  
at  

Chattanooga State.   
Alex will attend UTC in the fall, majoring in accounting.  

 

Thanks for a terrific 2-Cents-A-Meal pick up!  

 We netted over $100!! This includes 335 pen-
nies!  So they really DO add up.   

This money goes directly to our own Sack Pack 
program for East Brainerd Elementary chil-
dren.   

Watch for another collection in July.  If you 
would like a special collection cup for your 
home, see Beth.   

You all have hon-
ored me and my 
ministry with your 

friendship, patience and support. That was capped off 
with the presentation of the magnificent Bible Box 
which Ron Young fashioned. It is a gift I will treasure 
and the craftsmanship is such that it will continue to 
remind my family of you and the power of Christ's 
Church to forge unending bonds of love and appre-
ciation. Thank you for enabling my ministry to con-
clude in a truly wonderful experience with you. May 
God guide and bless your life and ministry in the days 
and years ahead. 

In the peace of Christ, 

Frank Jump 

The Elite Squad,  
a.k.a. the fabulous volunteers of New Hope,  

packed 420 sack packs  
in April at the Chatt Food Bank.   

Way to go team!  Thank you for your time! 


