
January casts us into that season of  long dark-
ness after the bright, radiant star of Christmas.
As we begin this very important new year, I find
myself looking back at our last four months to-
gether.
It has been an encouraging time with significant
accomplishments. We gave some attention to
stewardship and you responded with projected
gifts for 2015 of $10,000 more than in 2014.
Those expanded commitments show me a con-
gregation willing and eager to move ahead.
You elected a Pastor Search Committee (PNC),
eight talented, committed persons who will rep-
resent New Hope well in the search for the next
pastor. That committee has begun their work
and they will be reporting to you regularly as
they proceed.
The Session looked thoughtfully at their struc-
ture and work.  They came to the conclusion that
a session of twelve was larger than we needed
and that serving two year terms hindered the
continuity we need to guide New Hope into the
future. With half the Session being new each
year, it was difficult to plan well for the future.
They have decided to become a session of nine
in three classes, each elder serving a three year
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Pastoral Words
term. The Congregational Nominating Commit-
tee will bring names for those to serve in 2015 to
you soon. These are significant accomplish-
ments. Good signs of health and vitality in a
congregation.
But we also need to keep our eyes forward.
Soon we will celebrate 40 years of life together
as a people of God in this place. Plans are being
made and all of us have a part in that celebra-
tion.
The two nominating committees will present,
first, four names to you to serve on the next
session and, second, the name of a new pastor.
These people need our encouragement and our
prayers for the guidance of the Spirit in these
crucial tasks.
Worship on Sundays – fellowship and study on
Wednesdays – inviting others to ‘come and see
New Hope’ – and checking in with those we
haven’t seen in a while – the air is full of things
we can do to move into the future.  And we al-
ways remember that the future belongs to God
and we belong to God as well. Let us celebrate
the journey as we move ahead.

Pastor Frank Jump

In Dan and Elizabeth Turk's latest newsletter,
prayer is requested for:

(1) healing and reconciliation in Madagascar,

(2) FJKM seminary students as they struggle to balance studies
and financial difficulties.

FJKM is the partner church is Madagascar.
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New Hope Session December Highlights
The following items were discussed at the Session Meeting held on December 7, 2014:

 The Session agreed to meet with Dorothy Parks-Piatt to discuss her progression from inquirer to Candi-
dacy in pursuit of ordination.

 There was discussion of an email that was received from Mary McMillan suggesting a special New Hope
anniversary offering dedicated to a specific cause.  This will be forwarded to the Outreach Committee for a
recommendation.

 The Session continued its discussion of reorganization of Session committees and  it is agreed that it’s an
issue that should have further consideration.  It was decided that it might be wise to set aside further dis-
cussion until a new pastor is installed.

 A date was chosen for the annual Session retreat.  The date will be Saturday, January 17th.  The time will be
determined later.

 The Session elected corporate officers for 2015. The following officers were elected: President: Shaun
Townley, Vice President: Elizabeth Savard, Secretary: Peter Savard, Treasurer: Troy Ivey.

 Andy Sanislo reported that 3 members of the congregation have agree to serve of the Nominating Com-
mittee.  The members that will be presented to the congregation are: Andy Sanislo, Beverly, McCuiston,
Janet Sump and Carl Baxter.  Election of the Nominating Committee will take place at the Congregational
Meeting on December 14, 2014.

 The Finance Committee presented a budget proposal for 2015.  There was discussion and clarification of
several items.  The Session voted to adopt the budget proposal  for 2015.  There will be additional informa-
tion presented to the congregation in the near future.

 Several committees gave reports.

Session Meeting was held on December 16th.

The purpose of this meeting was to meet with Dorothy Parks-Piatt and reaffirm our support as she moves
from inquiry to candidacy in pursuit of ordination in the Presbytery of East Tennessee.
Dorothy descried her faith journey and call to the ministry.  She also gave the Session an update on her
academic experiences this past year.  She also responded to several questions from Session members.
The Session approved Dorothy's examination and voted unanimously to forward her request for candi-
dacy to the Committee on Preparation for Ministry

The next Session meeting will be January 14, 2015.

Submitted by: Peter Savard, Clerk

In your Newsletter you
will find a survey from
the Pastoral Nominat-
ing Committee asking

for your input as we seek a new pastor.  If you have
not already completed the survey, we ask that you
do so  and return it to the Church Office, or there is
a box located in the Narthex for you to drop it off
once it is completed.
Thank you for your time in this important matter.

Curbside recycling now allows glass as an accept-
able material - add it to your big blue recycle
cart. Call 311 to get one.
Remember to recycle your wrapping papers and
boxes, and all those great Amazon/UPS/FedEx card-
board shippers. You can also recycle your Christ-
mas tree by taking it to a county recycling center, or
just place it out by the street and call 311 to arrange
for pickup.

Thanks from Rosie and the Earth Care Team
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The PW will hold their monthly Board Meeting on
Monday January 5th at 11:00am in the McMillan
Building.

On Tuesday, January 13th the Circle Meeting will take
place at 10:00am in the McMillan Building.  All ladies
of the church are welcome to join us!

Be sure and join us on Wednesday, January 14th as
the PW will once again host the Wednesday night
supper.

Mark your calendar and join us on
the last Sunday of the month,
January 26th for our monthly
Potluck Dinner.  It’s a great time
to have a delicious meal and won-
derful fellowship.

The church will provide the beverages.  Please bring a
dish to share.

We are happy to have many opportunities for helping
others. Choose one or more that really "speak to
you"---
January's focus will be the collection of disposable
diapers of all sizes for Chattanooga Room In The Inn.

February will be Souper Bowl Sunday with a canned
food collection to benefit Chattanooga Food Bank.
We are also seeking donations to help the Chatta-
nooga community kitchen with their expansion to
help homeless families.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the 2-Cents-A
-Meal collection!  Every penny donated goes directly
to provide weekend food for children at East
Brainerd Elementary.  Our next packs will go out in
January and February 2015.
The next 2-Cents collection will be in February.

Mark your calendar for the next
Outreach Meeting on

January 20th at 5:30pm.

Greetings from
the Outreach Committee!

This fall the session conducted a stewardship em-
phasis that asked each of us to ‘Step Up’ to a new
level of estimated giving in 2015. The response was
encouraging, a $10,000 increase in expected sup-
port.  At the December meeting the Session ap-
proved a budget for 2015 that reflects the increased
support.

The Session is deeply thankful for those who have
increased their commitments. A strengthened
budget is vital to us moving ahead as we prepare for
our next installed pastor.

For the Session, Frank Jump, Moderator

The Congregational Meeting on December 14th

elected a Nominating Committee to recommend
potential Elders for election to serve in 2015-2016.
The committee consists of Elder Andy Sanislo,
Carl Baxter, Beverly McCuiston and Janet Sump.
They are asked to present four persons to the
congregation who would serve two year terms,
2015-2016. They will join the five current elders to
form compose a Session of nine persons for 2015.

The Session, after considerable discussion, de-
cided to reduce the Session from its current
twelve members to nine for the future. Presently
we have twelve Elders serving two year terms so
that half of the Session is new each year. A Ses-
sion of nine, three classes serving three year
terms, gives us greater stability and continuity
than the present system.

Congratulations to Gerry Kaller
for winning the Chili Cook-Off

on December 10th!!

Congregational Meeting Report
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Interim Pastor
Rev. Frank Jump

Music Director
Janet Sump

Organist
Larisa Abrahamyan

Office Secretary
Debbie Cessna

New Hope Presbyterian Mission Statement
We seek to fulfill Christ’s greatest commandment to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, and our
neighbors as ourselves, by assuaging the hunger of our neighbors and ourselves for food, fellowship, and
faith to satisfy the body’s longing for sustenance, the heart’s longing for belonging and the spirit’s longing
for connection with the Triune God, revealed to us most fully in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

7301 Shallowford Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421
Phone: (423)892-0853 / Fax: (423) 892-0368

NewHope@epbfi.com   /   NewHopeChattanooga.org

Please bring your Box
Tops for Education to the
Narthex kitchen. We will
be sending them to East

Brainerd Elementary School.

Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for the school!

We want to congratulate Julie Legg,
Teena Bledsoe’s daughter, on her

recent graduation with a PHD in Educational Lead-
ership!

God’s blessings to you Julie on this new path in life!

Congratulations!
Our New Hope family has nurtured two of our
youth to the pursuit of ordained ministry.

Dorothy Parks-Piatt met with the session in De-
cember and with the Presbytery’s Committee On
Preparation For Ministry. She was approved for
“Candidate” status, advancing from the level of In-
quirer. She is doing outstanding work at Vanderbilt
Divinity School.

Jacob Geerlings has completed his seminary edu-
cation at Columbia in Dacatur, Georgia and is now
in the process of seeking a Call which will enable
him to proceed to ordination. We thank God for
these two wonderful members of our church fam-
ily. New Hope can take great pride in both of them.

Our Candidates

Coming in next  Month’s Newsletter...

 The 40th Anniversary Celebration
 Meet the new Session
 The 2015 Budget

A Big Thank you to the Handbell Choir, Adult Choir, Youth Choir
and all the Christmas Eve participants who made our Advent
and Christmas season so inspiring with the beautiful music,
songs and messages!  Your dedication and hard work is greatly
appreciated!

Janet Sump


