
Friends in Christ, 

Less than a two hour 

flight from Miami, there 

are kids running around 

naked in the slums of 

Port au Prince because 

they don't have any 

clothes.  I think I knew 

that Haiti would be 

poor, but I was unpre-

pared for the level of 

poverty in parts of Haiti.  

It is amazing to see the 

spirit of life in the eyes 

of the children, espe-

cially considering their 

surroundings.  Looking 

at such a situation, it's 

hard to imagine any-

thing other than de-

spair, and yet there is 

life there. 

It always seems easy to 

choose despair.  Mod-

ern media certainly 

makes it easy for us - 

the news seems to be a 

non-stop option for rea-

sons for despair.  CNN 

had a countdown 

clock to the second of 

when the debt ceiling 

would be breached 

and the world would 

be thrown into chaos - 

they were counting on 

your anxieties keeping 

you glued to the 

screen.  Our own city 

has plenty of options for 

despair in the midst of 

violence and inequal-

ity.  You can choose 

between crime, hungry 

kids or countless other 

options as reasons to 

give up hope in the fu-

ture. 

But we're not a people 

called to despair.  The 

Holy Spirit always prods 

us to choose hope - 

God reminds us of our 

ultimate destination, 

and he reminds us that 

we are to spend our 

time wisely on earth, 

looking for signs of God 

at work and joining in 

with what God is doing 

as he builds his King-

dom.  We don't just 

huddle in the corner 

and wait for heaven - 

we're called to let our 

hope be a living hope, 

an active hope, a hope 

that gets its hands dirty 

in the mess of the world 

and shines light into the 

darkness of despair. 

God is at work in Haiti.  

Even in the slums of the 

poorest country in the 

western hemisphere, 

God is working to shine 

the light of redemption, 

one transformed life at 

a time.  God is at work 

here, too, through the 

ministries of congrega-

tions and individuals will-

ing to get their hands 

dirty amidst the chaos 

with which the world 

threatens us.  Never lose 

hope, and never stop 

working as an agent of 

change and hope in 

our world.  In the end, 

God wins, and we're 

called to participate 

with joy in his eternal 

victory march! 

In Christ, 

Keith 
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November Worship Opportunities  

11/03/13  “Sharing a Meal with the Unworthy” 

  Luke 19:1-10 
 

11/10/13  “The Call: Simon & Andrew” 

  Mark 1:16-20 
 

11/17/13  “The Call: Levi” 

  Mark 2:13-17 

 

11/24/13  “The Call: Easter” 

  Mark 16:1-8 

Elder of the Month 

November 

Rosie Sanislo 



 

 

 

Since 1888, Presbyterian Women have 
been showing their gratitude for God’s 
blessings by sharing with those in need at 
home and around the world.  The Thank 
Offering provides funds that make avail-
able educational opportunities, safe hous-
ing, clean water, health care, outreach to 
prisoners, justice for the oppressed and 
much, much more.   

It is an honor and a pleasure to participate 
in this year’s offering that will be taken at 
New Hope on November 10th and we would 
be grateful for any and all support from 
our New Hope fam-
ily. 
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"The Fruit of the Spirit" 
Coming in January 2014 

Beginning in January make plans to join us on Sunday evenings for a 10-week Discussion 

Group on Galatians 5:22, "The Fruit of the Spirit" Please speak with Andy Sanislo for 

more information or details. 

Session Highlights for October 20, 2013 Meeting 

 Reviewed discussion from our Triennial Visit with 

Presbytery's Committee on Ministry. 

 Heard plans from the Mission Committee to 

support East Brainerd Elem School, and prepa-

rations for a community toy drive on 

Black Friday. 

 Elected Marilyn Suber as Presbytery Represen-

tative for November 12th meeting. 

 Heard plans for dedication of the McMillan 

Building for November 10th. 

 Approved a proposal from Talley Construction 

Co to repair damage done to the parking lot. 

 Approved payment of $4500 to Lewis Con-

struction Co for cost overruns associated with 

water drainage repairs. 

 Called a Congregational Meeting on Novem-

ber 17th at 11:45am for the purpose of elect-

ing Elders. 

 The Earth Care Task Force received approval 

to install a tankless hot water system, as a 

'green' and money saving project. 

 Session will work in committees in November to 

plan the 2014 Budget. 
 

Next Session meeting is Wednesday, December 

11th at 6:00 pm. 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

The Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Thanksgiving Day at 2:00pm 
in the McMillan Building.  Everyone is welcome to join us!  Please let JoAn 

Wright know if you are planning to attend and what you would like to bring. 

With the holidays coming we will not have 

our Monthly Potlucks until after the first 

of the year.  The next one will be on Janu-

ary 26th following worship. 

Potluck 2014 
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Re-Dedication Celebration 

We continue to have good participation with our monthly circle 
meetings and our project for November will be sewing dresses 
from pillowcases for little girls in Africa.  Gerai Kocher created a 
model for us that is hanging in the narthex and we will meet on 

November 9th to sew additional dresses.  We welcome donations of pillowcases and bias tape, 
help with cutting, sewing or pressing or just join us for a time of great fellowship.    

Sack Packs remain a primary local mission and we appreciate all the help and support that we 
receive.  We are again supporting the Santa for All Seasons Program for children in foster care in 
Hamilton County with a donation of $150, as well as we are supporting the Renaissance Presby-
terian Church Christmas Sock Ministry with a donation of $400.  Renaissance welcomes any help 
that we can give wrapping Christmas presents.  They will be wrapping every Saturday afternoon 
in November and the first Saturday in December. 

Our Ladies Luncheon at “Beyond the Garden Gate Tea Room” will be on Tuesday, December 3rd 
at 12:15.  Please let Teena Bledsoe know if you will be joining the ladies by November 27th. 

 Mon. Nov. 4 12:00 Noon PW Board Meeting – McMillan Building 
 Sat.   Nov. 9  9:00 - Noon Pillowcase Dress Making - Church Library 
 Tues. Nov. 12 10:00am Circle meeting & Brunch – McMillan Bldg., Linda Brandon hosts. 
 Tues. Dec. 3 12:15pm Ladies Christmas Luncheon at Beyond the Garden Gate Tea 

     Room - Ooltewah 
 We invite all the women of New Hope to join us! 

Join us on Sunday, November 10th  
following our worship service at noon  

for a  
Rededication Celebration  

of the  
McMillan Building.   

Refreshments will be served. 

In an effort to be more financially transparent, the 

Finance Committee has decide to publish expendi-

ture vs income statistics in the newsletter each 

month. These should include the total funds we 

have received for the previous month, the aver-

age giving per week and the weekly expenses.  

We are hoping that this will give our congregation 

a better picture of the financial status of our 

church. 
 

From time to time we may include additional in-

formation as to exceptional expenses or meaning-

ful outreach expenditures.  If you have questions 

please see Pete Savard. 

 

October Finances: 

  Givings:     

   $13,395.66 (Ave. $3,348.92) 

 Expenditures:  

   $13,040.03 

   



 

We seek to fulfill Christ’s greatest commandment to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, 

and our neighbors as ourselves, by assuaging the hunger of our neighbors and ourselves for food, fel-

lowship, and faith to satisfy the body’s longing for sustenance, the heart’s longing for belonging and 

the spirit’s longing for connection with the Triune God, revealed to us most fully in our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ. 

STAFF 

Pastor 
Rev. Keith W. Jones 

 
Music Director 

Janet Sump 
 

Organist 
Larisa Abrahamyan 

 
Office Secretary 
Debbie Cessna 

Congregational Meeting 

   As New Hope prepares to celebrate its 40th year, it's important to take some 
  time to celebrate what makes this all possible.  God has worked through countless 
volunteers over the years to enable this congregation to continue to proclaim the presence of 
God in this community.  There are too many to list, but we are grateful to each and every one 
of the people who have poured their time and talents into New Hope over the years. Sack Packs There will be a Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, November 17th 

following our worship service for the 

purpose of electing elders for the 

class of 2015.  


