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There is a church that was
resurrected from almost extinc-
tion some years ago. Only 6
people were attending Prince
Street Baptist Church at the
time. There were very few
preachers that would even
agree to preach at the church.
One retired pastor, Roy Roach
that was 78 years old, became
willing to become the pastor
mainly because as he said, ‘I
did not prepare for retirement
very well”. He needed some ad-
ditional income to take care of
his needs. It was Roy that God
used to rebuild the church.

So, the first thing Pastor
Roy did was to cancel the
phone at the church because
no one kept office hours. Re-
moving the phone took the
church out of the yellow pages
and the white pages of the
phone book which cut the
church off from any prospects.
There was no computer at the
time and no website. There
were no mailouts and no adver-
tising for the church. All pastor
Roy and his wife, Eunice, knew to
do was to pray and love on people.

God has designed the
church to be built upon relation-
ships. First is the relationship
with God the Father, which can
only be established through the
work of Christ on the cross and
the power of the resurrection.
The work of God through the
Holy Spirit is the key to receiv-
ing power in the relationship
with God today. Roy and Eunice
prayed to God faithfully.

The second type of relation-
ship that God intends a church
to be built upon is relationships
with people. Roy was a master

at loving people. In fact, Roy be-
lieved in people before the peo-
ple believed in themselves. Roy
simply began knocking on doors
and loving on people. Some
pastors try to steal members
from other churches but Roy
sought to steal people from the
devil. There were people that
had addictions that the church
began to minister to. There
were poor people all around the
church so that is who the church
began to reach. Dipping into the
pagan pool is the mission of the
church and through the power
of the Holy Spirit lives were
being changed.

Sunday night became the
life changing experience for
many in the church. Most of the
times church met for 4 to 5
hours on Sunday nights. First,
they would watch a video, like a
Beth Moore study, then discuss
the content of the video for an
hour or so. Then the church
would move to a fast food
restaurant and stay there until
10 pm or later, all the while
building relationships with one
another and with God.

Struggling churches have
failed in one or both of the rela-
tionships that build a church.
They have forgotten to love one
another or they have forgotten
to love God or both. Churches
die because they fail to do what
Jesus said was the greatest
commandments which are
found in Matthew 22:37-40.

When a church stops grow-
ing they need to look to what
Jesus said was great and find a
way to get it done.

Keep looking up,

Dan
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We'll be celebrating with Camp Pastor, Randy Joslin and his wife,
Debbie, of Farmington. He became Lead Pastor of The Oasis in Farm-
ington, NM in January 1988. Benjamin Pritchett IV is the Youth Pastor.
He and his wife, Caron, and their children worship at Dora Baptist
Church where he is youth leader. Beth Fair is leading our children this
year. She has a heart for children, and a desire to help their parents
have a more worshipful experience at the meetings. Beth and her hus-
band, Cheston, and their children worship at Logan Baptist Church
where she is involved in the children's ministries. Derrill Mitchell will be
leading music. He is from Tolar and leads music at First Baptist
Church, Melrose.

Pray for Benjamin, Beth, Derrill, and Randy as they prepare to
share the light with us and we hope to see you there!
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Calling all full-time, part-time, Bi-Vocational, volunteer MINISt@rs
or retired New Mexico Southern Baptist Ministers and
their families. The Ministers and Family Retreat is
August 3rd through 5th at the Albuquerque Sheraton
Upton. Registration will close on June 30th. Go to
www.bcnm.com for more information and to register!
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and Family
Retreat

“ Jesus replied: ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
: y y
w' your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment.
% And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and
¥ g y
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matt: 22:37-40
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* Churches that have flatlined or are dying
* Pastors that are discouraged
*» Missionaries that are discouraged

Looking £ Ahead

June 8-10: Ute Lake Camp Meeting
October 3: EBA Annual Meeting — Prince Street meal 6; meeting 7

October 10: TBA Annual Meeting — San Jon meal 6; meeting 7

Budget ) At A Glance

Eastern Baptist Association:
Balance Forward

Tucumcari Baptist Association:
Receipts ............... $1,423.79

Elaine Williford - Office Assistant Prayer Meeting: Disbursements .....$1,500.00 March 1st................ $-350.46
ph: 575-714-7788 Mondays 10:00 Sandia, Clovis Ending Balance ...$17,586.99 Receipts................. $8,825.01
email: easternbaptisté@gmail.com Disbursements....... $7,927.45
. Ending Balance
TBA website: www.yourtba.com [ HKE DS ON )
EBA website: www.easternbaptist.net faCEbOOk Aprll 30th oo, $5471O
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