
Lesson One: Unity in the Church 

John 17: 22-23; I Cor. 12:13; Eph. 4:1-6. 13 

The unity of the church is one of the most important subjects in the New Testament, but it's also one of the 
most difficult to apply in a biblically faithful manner. It is frequently misapplied when people say, "They will 
know that we are Christians by our love, not by our doctrinal agreement. Let's focus on where we agree and set 
aside the areas where we disagree." So sound doctrine gets jettisoned in favor of everyone joining hands and 
singing, "We are One in the Spirit." But the resulting "unity" is not true biblical unity, 

On the other side of the spectrum, in an attempt to preserve the purity of the church, some Christians divide 
from everyone who does not agree with them on even minor issues. For example, some will fellowship only 
with those who use the 1611 King James Bible. Other require that you agree with their views of prophecy, 
abstaining from all use of alcohol and tobacco, women not using makeup or wearing pants, or other debatable 
matters. 

While the statistics vary widely, there are thousands of Protestant denominations in the world, plus many 
groups of Catholic and Orthodox Christians. Among the Baptists alone, there are dozens of different groups, 
including the Southern Baptists, American Baptists, Conservative Baptists, Calvinistic Baptists, Free Will 
Baptists, General Baptists, Landmark 

Baptists, Primitive Baptists, Old Regular Baptists, Old Time Missionary Baptists, Seventh Day Baptists, and Two-
Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists! Thankfully, in 2002 there were only about five congregations of the 
latter group left (wickipedia.org). I say "thankfully," because they teach that everyone is predestined to be 
either good seed or bad seed and therefore mission activity is both unbiblical and useless! May their tribe 
decrease! 

In the New Testament, the local church was primarily defined by the city: the church in Jerusalem, Antioch, 
Ephesus, Corinth, Rome, or wherever. All who believed in Jesus were a part of the church in the city where 
they lived. Probably in larger cities, these churches gathered in numerous house churches, since churches did 
not construct buildings for worship until the fourth century. But today there are often dozens of churches in 
every city in North America. In Flagstaff where we have about 70,000 people, we have somewhere over 50 
Protestant churches, plus Catholic and Orthodox churches. Due to significant differences in doctrine and 
practice, I cannot see any way that we could ever come together as one church in Flagstaff. 

The subject of unity is further complicated by the fact that there are different levels of unity. On an individual 
level, every true believer is one with every other true believer due to shared life in Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). Thus a 
believer can enjoy fellowship with any other believer, even if they go to different churches. 

Also, churches that hold to the truth of the gospel, but hold to different secondary doctrinal distinctives, may 
join together for various common causes: evangelism, helping the poor, or prayer for community concerns. On 
an even wider level, churches may join together even with non-Christian groups to work for laws protecting 
the unborn, laws supporting the traditional family, anti-drug laws, etc. But we need to be careful that our 
common association does not imply to the public that we agree on spiritual matters. 

While far more could be said (I have at least three messages on the unity of the church on the church 
website), in this message I will address three questions: (1) Why is Christian unity important? (2) What is 
biblical Christian unity? (3) How do we apply Christian unitf in a way that is a witness to the world? The main 
idea is: 

Because Christian unity is so important, we need to think biblically about what it means and how to apply it. 

WHY IS CHRISTIAN UNITY SO IMPORTANT? 



1. Christian unity is important because Christ died to secure it and it is a major factor in our witness to the 
world. 

A. Christian unity is important because Christ died to secure it. 

In Ephesians 2:13-16 Paul writes, “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made. both groups into one and broke down the 
barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained 
in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might 
reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the eternity.” 

It took the cross to break down the barrier between Jews and Gentiles and to reconcile these two formerly 
alienated groups into one body in the church. To use the familiar phrase from Christian weddings, "What God 
has joined together, let no man put asunder." Since Christ died for the unity of the church, it is an extremely 
important subject that we must labor to preserve and display. 

B. Christian unity is important because it is a major factor in our witness to the world. 

In Paul's day, the divide between Jews and Gentiles was huge. If the church could display to the world the 
unity between these groups that Christ secured on the cross, it would be a powerful witness. Jesus said the 
same thing in His high priestly prayer the night before He was crucified (John 17:20-23): "I do not ask on behalf 
of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through Thy word; that they may all be one; even as You, 
Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. The 
glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and 
You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, 
even as You have loved Me." 

While as I will point out next, the unity that Jesus secured at the cross is primarily spiritual and not visible, at 
the same time there must be a visible expression of it for the world to take notice. The unbelieving world 
should look at the church and realize that there is something unnatural happening here. Our visible unity 
should cause unbelievers to want to be a part of the church, 

WHAT IS BIBLICAL CHRISTIAN UNITY? 
2. Biblical Christian unity is not primarily outward, but rather is an unseen reality based on shared life in Christ. 

A. Biblical Christian unity is not primarily outward. 

It is important to understand that there are two types of unity in the Bible. In Ephesians 4:3, Paul says that we 
are to be "diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." The unity of the Spirit is already a 
fact for believers, but we must be diligent to preserve it. This is the unity Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 12:13: 
"For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit."  

Christ accomplished this unity on the cross (Eph. 2:13-16). We could call this "positional unity." 

But also, in Ephesians 4:13, after talking about the ministry of pastors and teachers who equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, Paul adds, “until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ." This unity of the 
faith is not yet a reality; we attain to as we grow to maturity in Christ. (See, also, Eph. 2:14-22.) We could call 
this “practical unity." It's a work in progress. Under this second point, I'm looking at positional unity. I'll look at 
practical unity under point three. 

As a spiritual reality, note three things unity is not: 

1) CHRISTIAN UNITY IS NOT ORGANIZATIONAL UNITY 



Organizations such as the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches promote 
organizational or external unity among various denominations. The idea is to set aside the areas we differ and 
come together on common ground. But both councils are notoriously theologically and politically liberal and 
they include denominations that deny or compromise the gospel. Christ was not praying for a one world 
church organized under one governing body, 

2) CHRISTIAN UNITY IS NOT UNIFORMITY 

Being one body in Christ does not mean that we all must look alike, talk alike, and enjoy the same kinds of 
activities. Back in the early 1970's, I knew many "hippie" young people who got swept up in the "Local Church" 
movement under the Chinese leader, Witness Lee. Suddenly, they cut off their long hair and beards and 
started wearing white shirts with narrow black ties, just as Witness Lee did. They even gestured and sounded 
like him when they talked. It was kind of eerie, but it had nothing to do with true Christian unity! The very 
analogy of being members of Christ's body implies that all the members do not look the same or serve the 
same function. The beauty of the body is that it functions as one body although it consists of many different 
members. 

3) CHRISTIAN UNITY IS NOT UNANIMITY ON EVERY DOCTRINE. 

We need to think carefully here! There are three broad levels of Bible doctrines: 

(a) Essential truths, necessary for salvation. To deny any of these would be considered heresy and a denial 
of the faith. These include: The inspiration and authority of the Bible; the trinity; the full deity and humanity of 
Jesus Christ; His substitutionary death on the cross; His bodily resurrection and second coming; and, salvation 
by grace through faith alone, apart from works. 

(b) Important, but non-saving, truth. These truths affect how we live as Christians, the way we understand 
God, man, salvation, the Christian life, etc. But genuine believers differ on these matters. Some examples: 
God's sovereignty versus human free will in our salvation; views of baptism; church government; biblical 
prophecy; old earth or young earth creation; charismatic gifts; roles of men and women in the church and 
home; Christians and psychology; and, divorce and remarriage. Some of these issues border on essential 
doctrines; but we need to recognize that those who differ from us on these matters are still true believers in 
Jesus Christ. 

(c) Interesting, but not essential or important matters, these issues won't affect how you live your 
Christian life. They include minor interpretive issues on difficult texts; some methods that are not mandated 
by Scripture; and other issues. For example: Who were the sons of God in Genesis 6? When does the battle in 
Ezekiel 38 take place? Did Christ descend into hell (1 Pet. 3:19-20)? 

B. Biblical Christian unity is an unseen truth based 011 shared life through saving faith in Christ. 

The Father answered Jesus' prayer for His people to be one through the ministry of the Holy Spirit who 
baptizes every believer into the one body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). This is the unity of the Spirit which Paul 
exhorts us to preserve (Eph. 4:3). He goes on to enumerate seven elements of Christian unity, arranged 
around each member of the trinity (Eph. 4:4-6): "There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called 
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and 
through all and in all." 

I cannot comment on these seven elements here (see my sermon, "The Basis for Christian Unity," 2/3/08, on 
this text). Ironically, some of these seven items (the Holy Spirit; prophecy ["one hope"]; and baptism) have 
created significant divisions in the church! But, as Martyn Lloyd-Jones points out (Christian Unity [Baker], p. 
49), Paul probably structured this section in this way to show "that the unity of the Church is a manifestation 
of the perfection of the Godhead." 



Lloyd-Jones also observes (Knowing the Times [Banner of Truth], p. 134) that the unity Paul is describing "is 
not just a question of friendliness or fellowship." Rather, it is something . .. which lifts us up into the realm of 
the blessed Holy Trinity! So true Christian unity isn't discussing football scores over a cup of coffee! Rather, it's 
bound up with our common relationship with the Triune God. It's centered on our common salvation. We 
don't need work to establish it, but rather to preserve and perfect it in practice. This leads to the final 
question: 

 How DO WE APPLY CHRISTIAN UNITY IN A WAY THAT IS A WITNESS TO THE WORLD? 

For biblical Christian unity to be a witness to the world, we must work at preserving and perfecting it, 

As I said, the unity of the Spirit is a fact through His baptizing all believers into the one body of Christ (1 Cor. 
12:13). We are exhorted to preserve this positional unity (Eph. 4:3). But Paul goes on to say (Eph. 4:11-12) that 
as gifted leaders equip the body for the work of service, the goal is that (Eph. 4:13), "we all attain to the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ." This is practical unity that comes about as we grow to maturity by coming to 
know Jesus Christ in a deeper way. It is in large part doctrinal unity, shared by those who understand on an 
experiential level what the Bible reveals about who Jesus is. So the practical question is, "How do we preserve 
the unity of the Spirit and perfect the unity of the faith?" I'm suggesting seven (the perfect number!) practical 
ways we can preserve and perfect true Christian unity: 

A. We preserve and perfect unity by working at harmonious relationships with all believers. 

As Paul exhorts (Eph. 4:1-2), we are "to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which [we] have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." After talking about the unity of the body in Colossians 
(3:11), Paul adds (Col, 3:12-14). 

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart. of compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. Beyond all these things put on 
love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 

Harmonious relationships, whether in our homes or in the church, do not happen automatically or effortlessly. 
They take continuous hard work! 

B. We preserve and perfect unity by growing in understanding biblical truth so that we know Christ more 
deeply. 

We attain to the unity of the faith by coming to (Eph. 4:13) "the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. " Our unity deepens as we grow to 
know Christ as revealed in His word. 

C. We preserve and perfect unity by displaying racial, cultural, and social unity and diversity. 

Paul makes this point in Galatians 3:28 (see, also, Eph. 2:11-22; Col. 3:10-11): "There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus." He 
sought to demonstrate the unity between Jews and Gentiles in Christ by raising a large financial gift from the 
Gentile churches and delivering it to the poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. 

I'm going to step on some toes here, but I think that it's wrong to divide the church along ethnic or cultural 
lines, unless language is a factor. There should not be Jewish churches, Gentile churches, Black churches or 
Native American churches. The church should be as racially and culturally diverse as the community. In 2010, 
Flagstaff was approximately 64 percent white, 2 percent Black, 12 percent Native American, 18 percent 
Hispanic, and 2 percent Asian. The church should reflect those percentages. 



D. We preserve and perfect unity by the acceptance and appreciation of one another's different gifts. 

Writing to the factious Corinthian church, Paul devotes the bulk of 1 Corinthians 12 to the analogy of the 
church as the one body of Christ, made up of many diverse but essential members. No member can rightly say 
to another member, "I have no need of you" (1 Cor. 12:21). Though we all have different personalities, 
backgrounds, preferences, and spiritual gifts, we need to accept and appreciate the differences. 

E. We preserve and perfect unity by accepting all whom Christ has accepted, while yet holding to truths that 
we believe are important for growth in Christ. 

We should welcome into church membership all whom Christ has saved as long as those with differing views 
on secondary matters agree not to cause factions over those differences. While we may hold differing views 
on baptism, charismatic gifts, prophecy, etc. these should not keep us from being one body in Christ. For this 
reason, we allow those who do not share our Baptist views on baptism to join this church as long as they don't 
promote or teach their different views here. And, we restrict the office of elder to those who hold to our 
Baptist views. The same is true of those who hold to the validity of the charismatic gifts for today. We are 
skeptically cautious regarding most modern expressions of the gifts of tongues, interpretation of tongues, 
healing, miracles, and prophecy. Those who hold a different view are free to join us as long as they do not 
promote their views and cause division. 

F. We preserve and perfect unity by rejoicing when other gospel-preaching, Bible believing, Christ-exalting 
churches do well. 

We need to get rid of the spirit of competition among Bible-believing churches where the gospel is preached 
and Christ is exalted. If they have more people attending than we do, praise God! We're all on the same team. 
Maybe we need to learn from them how we can be more effective. We may disagree on some secondary 
matters, but we should not put them down out of a spirit of jealousy or competition. 

G. We preserve and perfect unity by holding firmly to essential biblical truth while guarding ourselves against 
the pride of "being right" on every minor issue. 

It is right to strive for deeper doctrinal understanding and purity, but we always need to be on guard against 
spiritual pride. It's easy to get puffed up about being right on every point of doctrine. John Calvin (Calvin's 
Commentaries [Baker], on 1 Cor. 4:6, p. 158), who was not soft on sound doctrine, wisely observed 
"that pride or haughtiness is the cause and commencement of all contentions." If God has graciously granted 
us more light than another church, remember Paul's warning (1 Cor. 4:7), "What do you have that you did not 
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?" We should always be 
humble, gracious and patient with others who may not yet understand everything that we understand. 
Growth is a slow process. If God uses us to impart a deeper knowledge of the truth to another believer, it will 
come through our kindness and love, not through spiritual pride. 

Conclusion 

I'm not under the illusion that these seven practical applications will solve the difficult problem of true 
Christian unity! I honestly don't know how to overcome some of the divisions in the church at large, We seek 
to grow in the unity of the faith and to hold our convictions with humility, but we can't do that by 
compromising what the Lord has taught us. Perhaps this word of wisdom from the godly 19th century Anglican 
bishop, J. C. Ryle, is a fitting way to conclude (Light from Old Times [Evangelical Press), p. 455), "Controversy 
and religious strife, no doubt, are odious things; but there are times when they are a positive necessity. Unity 
and peace are very delightful; but they are bought too dear if they are bought at the expense of truth.... 
Controversy, in fact, is one of the conditions under which truth in every age has to be defended and 
maintained, and it is nonsense to ignore it.” 

Application Questions 



1. Have you struggled on the personal level with where to draw lines of fellowship? How did you sort through 
the issues?  

2. Should an evangelical church work with a church that denies the gospel to help prevent abortions? 
Why/why not? 

3. How do we determine where to draw doctrinal lines for church membership without becoming divisive? 

4. How do we determine which doctrines are essential and which are important, but not essential? What criteria 
apply? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Two: What Love Looks Like 

I Corinthians 13; 4-7 

A little girl was invited for dinner at the home of her first-grade friend, the vegetable was buttered broccoli 
and the mother asked if she liked it. "Oh, yes," the child replied politely, "I love it!” But when the bowl of 
broccoli was passed, she declined to take any. The hostess said, "I thought you said you loved broccoli," The 
girl replied sweetly, "Oh, yes ma'am, I do, but not enough to eat it! " 

Do you love your family? "Of course I do!" We all would say that! It's the only right answer. But what do you 
mean by love? So often we love our family like that little girl loved broccoli: We love in the abstract, but when 
it comes right down to it, we don't want to get too close. In the words of the Apostle John, we love in word, 
but not in deed and truth (1 John 3:18). 

What does biblical love look like? We know that our relationships in the family need to be marked by love. 
Husbands, especially, are to love their wives. But, wives, too, must love their husbands. Parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, must love one another. But how do we know what such love looks like in everyday dress? 

Paul's famous chapter on love, 1 Corinthians 13, tells us. The Corinthian church was emphasizing a good thing, 
spiritual gifts, to the neglect of the best. They were using their gifts apart from love. Paul makes the point that 
the use of their God-given gifts would amount to nothing if the Corinthians did not make love their priority. 

Selfless love is the priority for every Christian. 

These verses are the most eloquent and profound words ever written on the subject of love, To comment on 
its parts is a bit like giving a botany lecture on a beautiful flower—if you're not careful you lose the beauty and 
impact of it. But we can profit from understanding the parts and applying it to family relationships. 

In verses 1-3 he shows the preeminence of love, that love is greater than all spiritual gifts because without 
love, gifts are empty. In verses 4-7 he shows the practice of love, how love is greater than all spiritual gifts 
because of its selfless characteristics. In verses 8-13 he shows the permanence of love, that love is greater 
than all spiritual gifts because it outlasts them. We're going to focus mainly on verses 4-7, where Paul 
describes how love acts. While in English most of these words are predicate adjectives, in Greek they are 
verbs, Love is not talk; it is action. 

We're all prone to apply verses like these to others: "My mate and my kids could sure use a lesson in love. But 
me? I'm basically a loving person. I'm really easy to get along with." But I ask each of you to forget about 
everybody else and ask God to apply these verses to you. 

Paul enumerates 15 characteristics of love to show how love acts or what it looks like in everyday life. A New 
Testament definition of agape is "a caring, self-sacrificing commitment which shows itself in seeking the 
highest good of the one loved." Jesus Christ, in His sacrificial death on the cross, is the epitome and 
embodiment of this kind of love. A whole series of sermons could easily be preached on these qualities of 
love. But let's look briefly at each of them. 

1. Selfless love is patient. 



Ouch! Why did he put that first? This often confronts me with my failure in relating to my family. Patience is 
an interesting quality in that when I don't need it, I want it, It's when things start to irritate or frustrate me 
that I need patience, but usually at that point I don't want to be patient! 

The Greek word comes from two words meaning, "long-tempered." If you're patient, you're slow to anger, you 
endure personal wrongs without retaliating. You bear with others' imperfections, faults, and differences. You 
give them time to change, room to make mistakes without coming down hard on them. Do you do that, men, 
with your wife and children? 

I read a story of a man who had developed this quality to a far greater extent than I. During the late 1500's, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper edited a dictionary with the addition of 33,000 words and many other improvements, He had 
already been collecting materials for eight years when his wife, a rather difficult woman, went into his study 
one day while he was gone and burned all of his notes under the pretense of fearing that he would kill himself 
with study. Eight years of work, a pile of ashes! 

Dr. Cooper came home, saw the destruction, and asked who had done it. His wife told him boldly that she had 
done it. The patient man heaved a deep sigh and said, "Oh Dinah, Dinah, thou hast given a world of trouble!" 
Then he quietly sat down to another eight years of hard labor, to replace the notes which she had destroyed. 
(Paul Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations [Assurance Publishers, #2350.) Next time you think you've arrived 
at being patient, that will give you something to aim for! 

2. Selfless love is kind. 

Kindness is patience in action. The Greek word comes from a word meaning "useful." A kind person is 
disposed to be helpful. He seeks out needs and looks for opportunities to meet those needs without 
repayment. He is tender and forgiving when wronged. The word was used of mellow wine, and suggests a 
person who is gentle, who has an ability to soothe hurt feelings, to calm an upset person, to help quietly in 
practical ways. 

The kind person shows kindness in response to harsh treatment. Jesus said, "And if you are good to those who 
do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same thing. . . . But love your enemies, and 
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men" (Luke 6:33, 35). The kindness of God leads us to 
repentance (Rom. 2:4). Kindness motivates others toward positive change. 

As with patience, the real proving ground for kindness is the home. Are you kind to your wife and children? Do 
you do kind, useful things for them? Are you training your children to be kind to one another by the way you 
treat your wife and them? Love is not macho; love is kind. 

3. Selfless love is not jealous. 

The word means to eagerly desire, and it is used both positively and negatively in the Bible. Jealousy in the 
negative sense is related to greed and selfishness. The jealous person wants what others have, he wants 
things for himself. He is too selfish to applaud others' success; he has to have all the attention. In the family, a 
jealous husband refuses to trust his wife. He doesn't want to recognize her abilities and contributions. He is 
jealous of the time she spends with the children or with her friends. He wants it all for himself. James says that 
jealousy is often the source of quarrels and conflicts (James 4:2). 

4. Selfless love does not brag and is not arrogant. 



These ugly twins are related. They both stem from selfishness and are the flip side of jealousy. "Jealousy is 
wanting what someone else has. Bragging is trying to make others jealous of what we have. Jealousy puts 
others down; bragging builds us up" (John MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 
Corinthians [Moody Press], p. 341). Bragging is an outward manifestation of pride. 

The braggart tries to impress others of his great accomplishments in order to make himself look good: "After 
all I've done for you, and you treat me this way!" But love isn't trying to build up me; love is trying to build up 
the other person. Love is humble. The humble, loving person is aware that everything he has is an undeserved 
gift from God (1 Cor. 4:7). So he doesn't boast, but thankfully uses what God has given to serve others. 

5. Selfless love does not act unbecomingly  

The NIV translates, "It is not rude." Love does not needlessly offend. Love has good manners. It is courteous, 
polite, sensitive to the feelings of others and always uses tact. The reason we are not courteous, of course, is 
that we are thinking only of ourselves and not of others. 

I read of a man who was generally lacking in manners. He never opened the car door for his wife. "She doesn't 
have two broken arms," he would say. After many years of marriage, his wife died. At the funeral, as the 
pallbearers brought her casket out to the hearse, the husband was standing by the car door. The funeral 
director, who knew the husband by name, called out to him and said, "Open the door for her, will you?" He 
reached for the car door and then, for one second, froze. He realized that he had never opened the door for 
her in life; now, in her death, it would be the first, last, and only time. A lifetime of regret came crashing down 
around him. Love is not rude. 

6. Selfless love does not seek its own, 

It is not selfish, does not demand its rights. Alan Redpath said, "The secret of every discord in Christian homes, 
communities and churches is that we seek our own way and our own glory." R. C. H. Lenski put it, "Cure 
selfishness, and you plant a Garden of Eden" (The Interpretation of I and Il Corinthians [Augsburg], p. 557). 
Selfishness is the root problem of the human race; it is the antithesis of love, which is self-sacrificing. 

Elisabeth Elliot was once speaking on this subject to an audience that included some young children who were 
sitting right in front of her. As she spoke, she wondered how she could make this plain to them, so that they 
could apply it. Later, she got a letter from one of those children, a six-year-old boy, who wrote, "I am learning 
to lay down my life for my little sister. She has to take a nap in the afternoon. I don't have to take a nap. But 
she can't go to sleep unless I come and lay down beside her. So I lay down with my little sister," That boy is 
learning to love! 

If husbands and wives, as well as children, would apply this verse as that little boy did, our homes would be 
free of conflict and an honor to Jesus Christ, who did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a 
ransom for many (Mark 10:45). Aren't you glad Jesus didn't insist on His rights? He would have stayed in 
heaven and we wouldn't be saved! 

7. Selfless love is not provoked. 

The Greek word means to sharpen, stimulate, rouse to anger. Phillips paraphrases, "It is not touchy." Love 
does not have a hair-trigger temper. Some people make everyone around them walk on eggshells. They're 
easily offended. One little thing that doesn't go their way and "KABOOM!" They use their temper to intimidate 
and to punish. When you confront them, they say, "Sure, I have a bad temper. But I get it all out and it's over 



in a few minutes." So is a bomb. But look at the devastation it leaves behind! When you're angry, usually 
you're not loving. 

8. Selfless love does not take into account a wrong suffered. 

This is an accounting word, used of numerical calculation. It is used of God not imputing our guilt to us, but 
instead imputing the righteousness of Christ to our account (Rom. 4:6-8). Love doesn't keep a tally of wrongs 
and bear a grudge until everyone is paid for. It doesn't try to gain the upper hand by reminding the other 
person of past wrongs. Love forgives. 

One married man said to his friend, "You know, every time my wife and I get into a conflict, she gets 
historical." His friend said, "Historical? Don't you mean hysterical?" "No I mean historical. She rehearses 
everything I've ever done wrong in the whole history of our marriage." That's keeping score! That's not love. 

9. Selfless love does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. 

These qualities are the flip side of one another. Moffatt puts it, "Love is never glad when others go wrong." To 
rejoice in the truth means to be glad about behavior in accordance with the truth of God's Word. If someone 
you don't like falls into sin, you don't gloat; you grieve, because God is grieved over sin, If they repent, you 
rejoice. 

There is a fine balance to love. Although love is kind and overlooks the faults of others, it does not 
compromise the truth or take a soft view of sin. To allow another person to go on in sin, whether it is known 
sin or a blind spot, is not to seek his best; it is not love. Love will sensitively confront and correct precisely 
because it cares deeply and knows that sin destroys. Love rejoices with the truth. Love gets excited when it 
hears of spiritual victories Love encourages by expressing joy over little evidences of growth. John, the apostle 
of love, wrote, "I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth" (3 John 4). 

10. Selfless love bears all things  

The word can mean either to bear up under or to protect by covering. If it has the first meaning, then it would 
be the same as "endures all things" (end of v. 7). I prefer the second meaning, to protect by covering. Love 
doesn't broadcast the problems of others. Love doesn't run down others with jokes, sarcasm or put-downs. 
Love defends the character of the other person as much as possible within the limits of truth. Love won't lie 
about weaknesses, but neither will it deliberately expose and emphasize them. Love protects. 

11. Selfless love believes all things. 

The NIV translates, "Love always trusts." This does not mean gullibility; it does mean that love is not suspicious 
and doubting of the other person's character and motives without good reason, even if his actions offended 
you. If trust has been broken, then it needs to be earned again, step by step. But love believes the other 
person is innocent until proven guilty, not guilty until proven innocent. If there is a problem, love doesn't jump 
immediately to blame the other person. 

In the family, trust shows itself by not grilling the other person about every detail of his story, like an attorney 
cross-examining a defendant. It means believing in your kids, expressing confidence in them. I'm thankful that 
my parents trusted me as a teenager; it made me want to live up to that trust. One of my friends had parents 
who did not trust him, and he lived up to their distrust! Sometimes you will get ripped off when you trust, but 
love persists in trusting. 



12. Selfless love hopes all things. 

It is not pessimistic. It does not expect the one loved to fail, but to succeed. Love refuses to take failure as 
final, It exudes a godly optimism which says, "I know you can do it, because God in you is able!" It does not 
ignore reality. It doesn't close its eyes to problems. But it rests on the promises of God, that He is working all 
things together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose. And so love always 
hopes. 

13. Selfless love endures all things. 

The word "endures" is a military word meaning to sustain the assault of an enemy. It has the idea of holding 
up under trial, of perseverance in spite of difficulties. It means that love hangs in there. It is not just a passive, 
stoic attitude. It is a positive, triumphant spirit that sticks it out. 

There is an epidemic among Christians of bailing out of tough situations. People don't like something that 
happens in a church. They go find another church more to their liking. They run into problems or 
disagreements in their marriage, grow tired of the effort and bail out. "But," you say, "isn't adultery  legitimate 
grounds for divorce?" Technically, yes. But all too often one partner uses it as an excuse to bail out of a 
marriage where both partners have wronged one another repeatedly in many ways. I'm not minimizing the 
seriousness of adultery. It destroys trust and creates all sorts of problems in a marriage. I'm not suggesting 
that it's easy to work through. It takes a lot of hard work to rebuild, a brick at a time. But God's best is to 
forgive and renew the marriage, not to bail out. Love endures all things. 

That's how love acts. It is selfless, wholly directed to build the other person. Of course nobody can love like 
that. Only God is love (1 John 4:7). Put "Christ" in verses 4-7 instead of "love" and you have a description of 
Him. He is patient, kind, not jealous; does not brag, is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; does not seek 
His own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, 
but rejoices with the truth; He always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. If we want to 
love one another, we must focus on His love for us and walk in His Spirit who produces His love in us (Gal. 
5:22). 

Conclusion: 

Humorist Sam Levenson says, "Love at first sight is easy to understand. It's when two people have been looking 
at each other for years that it becomes a miracle" (Reader's Digest [3/83]). But it's not really a miracle; it's the 
result of yielding to God, repeatedly confronting our selfishness and daily practicing biblical love in our homes. 

An old legend says that in his old age the apostle John was so weak that he had to be carried into the church 
meetings. At the end of the meeting, he would be helped to his feet to give a word of exhortation. He would 
invariably repeat, "Little children, love one another." 

The disciples grew weary of the same words every time. Finally, they asked him why he said the same thing 
over and over, He replied, "Because it is the commandment of the Lord, and the observation of it alone is 
sufficient." 

Someone has said that if we discovered that we had only five minutes left to say all we wanted to say, every 
telephone booth would be occupied by people calling other people to stammer that they loved them. Selfless 
love is our priority. "Pursue love" (14:1). 



Discussion Questions 

1. How does patience in love fit in with not tolerating sin? Does patience (even God's patience) have a limit? 

2. Love does not get provoked and yet God gets angry at our sin, How do you reconcile this? Is it wrong to get 
provoked about someone's sin? 

3. Love always trusts. But is it loving to trust a person who has repeatedly violated our trust? Where do you 
draw the line? 

4. What would you say to someone who said, "Love is more important than doctrinal purity"? Can we love 
apart from truth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Three: What is Prayer? 

HOW PRAYER WILL HELP US PREPARE FOR A NEW PASTOR 

What is prayer exactly? The Bible instructs us to pray to God, but why? What is the point of it if God already 
knows what we are going to say? 

Prayer is faith-based communication with God. Prayer is an act of faith because you don’t have physical 
“Proof” that God is listening. When you pray, you acknowledge that there is a God, and that you need Him. It 
is also communication because it is two-way. When you pray, we should expect God to answer. 

Revelation 8:3-4 “and another angel came and stood at the alter with golden censor, and he was given much 
incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints of the golden alter before the throne, and the smoke of the 
incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.” (ESV) 

Revelations says the God does in fact receive our prayers like smoke from an altar. There are many types of 
prayers, but one we often forget is praying for wisdom. 

Jeremiah 33:3 “call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not.” (KJV) 

Psalm 119:169 “let my cry come before you, O Lord; give me understanding according to your word” (ESV) 

These verses state that God will give useful insight, information and knowledge if we pray. God will give you 
facts which you didn’t know before, allowing you to make better decisions. Should I buy this house? Should I 
buy this car? Should I go on this trip? Should I see a Doctor? Should I date this person? Should I marry this 
person? It is also important to note that God may use strong Christians with expertise in a particular area to 
help you. Remember that God has unlimited resources at His fingertips. If HE wants you to have a house, HE 
has thousands of ways to make it happen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is the model that Jesus gives us on how to pray. It is found in Matthew: 

Matthew6:9-14 “ Pray then like this….Our Father in heaven , hollowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For if you forgive others 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will you Father forgive your trespasses.” (ESV) 

To simplify this model, let’s break is up into several categories: 

1.  Praise God. 

2. Confess your sin. 

3. Pray for others. 

4. Pray for yourself. 



Praise God. 

Praising God is the first and foremost thing you should do in a prayer. 

Psalm 9:1 “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all your wonderful deeds.“ (ESV) 

Often in prayer, we go straight to what we want. Our desires tend to be in the front of our mind. But first, we 
should thank God for all the wonderful things He has done for us. Thank God for giving you life, health, family, 
friends, food shelter, etc. Doing this helps us have a more positive outlook on life. As Christians, we should 
look at the glass as half full, not as half empty. 

Confess your sins. 

1 John 1:9 “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (ESV) 

Next, we are to confess our sins to God. God can take your sins and cleanse you of them. He can turn your 
mistakes into knowledge, strength, and power. Power to prevent you from making the same mistakes twice 
and teaching others to avoid making your mistakes. 

Pray for others. 

Now we pray for the needs of others. We should pray for their health, finances, relationships, but most of all 
their spiritual maturity. This includes your friends, family, neighbors, and even you enemies. 

Matthew5:44-45 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may 
be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For He makes His son rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and the unjust.” (ESV) 

Remember that is not our job to judge our enemies, it is God’s. This is why we should pray for them. 

Pray for yourself. 

Finally, you should pray for yourself. After praising God, confessing our sin, and praying for others, you are 
now in the right mind set to pray for yourself. We should pray that God would use us to our full potential to 
further His kingdom. Pray that great and mighty things would happen to us that seem impossible. For 
example, don’t just pray for a wife or husband, but pray for someone that will challenge you to be a better 
person and give you joy you have never experienced. Don’t just pray for a mediocre job, but pray for a job that 
would use your abilities, give you fulfillment and make you want to wake up early in the morning. God gets 
excited when someone has big dreams, because He knows He can use them. 

James 4:2-3 “You desire and do not have, so you kill. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 
You do not have, because you do not ask.  When you ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives. What you get are your pleasures.” (ESV) 



James points out that we should not ask for selfish things. For example. God give me a Ferrari! Why would God 
give you a Ferrari? Do you need it? How are you going to use it to serve God’s Kingdom? We must learn to see 
things the way God sees them; look at the big picture. 

How does God answer prayer? What are the various answers He can give us? Here are a few: 

God says NO; God says WAIT; God says YES. 

God says WRONG PRAYER; God says KEEP PRAYING; God says DONE. 

God says WHY ARE YOU ASKIG ME THAT? God says GET YOUR LIFE RIGHT.  

Discussion suggestions: 

1. When you have prayed has God ever said No and how did you respond? 

Sometimes God just straight up says no. This can be for a variety of reasons. 

Proverbs 28:9 “If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayers is an abomination.” (ESV) 

Proverbs 25:21-22 “If your  enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty give him water to drink, 
for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you.” (ESV) 

Proverbs 28 states that if you are going against God’s law, your prayers will be bad. This means that you are 
asking God for things against His law. An example is seen in Proverbs 25 where asking God for revenge goes 
against God’s law. We should love our enemies and God will take care of their judgements. 

2. Have you prayed and God said to WAIT, how did you respond? 

Psalm 25:3-5 “yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without 
cause.   Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths; lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou 
art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” (KJV) 

From God’s perspective, we have to understand that timing is extremely important. An example of this would 
be changing a career. In order for a person to change careers successfully and smoothly, many things need to 
line up. This may include having the proper finances, figuring out who and where you are going to live, ending 
your lease, getting a lot of paperwork signed, moving, etc. If you are waiting till the proper time, all of these 
things will line up without lifting a finger. If you try to rush things, it will be chaotic. God has all of these things 
planned out many years in advance. Sometimes God wants us to sit back, not stress and enjoy the ride. 

3. Have you prayed and God answered YES how did you respond? 

We really like this one! God says yes when our ideas match His. He wants to meet our needs, exceed them, 
give us blessings and happiness. 

1 Chronicles 4:10 “Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my 
border, and that your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me from harm so that it might not 
bring me pain. And God granted what he asked.” (ESV) 



Jabez prays for more than land, protection, and safety. Safety is often the thing we forget to pray for. 
Everyday, evil has the potential to attack us and do us harm, but God protects us, without us realizing it.  

4. Have you prayed the wrong prayer? How did god respond? How did you respond? 

2 Corinthians 12:7-9 “so to keep from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the 
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 
conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But HE said to me, My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weakness, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (ESV) 

In this passage, Paul says that he was being hurt by a demon. Paul prayed three times for God to remove the 
demon. However, God told Paul that pain is good, because it shows God’s Power.  What does this mean? 
Sometimes pain is necessary in order for us to understand love. Without pain and sin, how could we 
understand protection? 

5. What happens when God tells us to keep praying? How do we respond? 

It is important for us to pray to God day and night., 24/7. We don’t have a set time aside to pray. What this 
means is that while at work or school we can constantly be having simple conversations with God. God, please 
bless me today. God give me wisdom and strength today. God, give that person peace. God, show them your 
love. God, safety on the way to work. God, thank you for my food.  

Jesus tells the parable of the persistent widow in Luke: Luke 18:7-8  “And will not God give justice to his elect, 
who cry to Him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (ESV)  

In this verse, Jesus says that His “elect” will be given justice in a speedy fashion. The reason they receive 
immediate justice is because they have chosen a close relationship with God. Are you going to respond faster 
to a close loved one you talk with every day, or a distant acquaintance you haven’t heard from in years? God is 
the same way. This is why we need to be talking to Him every day, even in the simple things. Big things are 
more important, but we may not always have something big to pray for. 

6. What happens when God answers our prayers with DONE? How do we respond? 

Sometimes God gives you what you want immediately. It was already done or on its way as you prayed the 
prayer. An example of this is seen in the story of Hagar and her son Ishmael. 

Genesis 21:16-19 tells the story of  Ishmael  Abrahams’s first son, through his concubine Hagar. Abraham 
hoped that God would create a great nation through Ishmael. Instead God gave Abraham a second son 
through his wife Sarah who was 90 years old, named Isaac. Through Isaac, the nation of Israel was created. In 
the story, Hagar prays to God that HE would protect Ishmael. He immediately tells her to not be afraid, 
because he will create a nation through Ishmael (as well as Isaac).  

7. What happens when we pray and God says, “Why did you ask me that” How do we respond? 

The answer is similar to the wait answer. In some prayers, we ask God why do bad things happen? Why did 
God do this or that? It is beyond our understanding. God calculates variables involving billions of people over 
thousands of years. He has unlimited resources for making things happen. 



Judges 13:17-18  “then Manoah inquired of the angel of the Lord, what is your name, so that we may honor 
you when your word comes true? He replied, why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” (NIV) 

In this story, Manoah’s wife was unable to give birth. However, God allows her to become pregnant. Manoah 
essentially asks how God did this. God tells him, why do you ask me that? It is beyond your understanding. 
Sometimes we will receive blessings (or curses) that we don’t understand. God wants us not to worry about 
why it happened. Enjoy the highs and rise up from the lows. 

8. What about when God says :Get your life right?” 

What do we need to do to get our life right before God? 

2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves , and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive them their sin and heal their 
land.” (ESV) 

Often times, God wants you to get your life right before HE can work on your prayers. 

During this period of time without a Pastor, may we as individuals and collective body of believers continue to 
pray, study the importance of our daily prayer life. May we begin even now to prepare our hearts for our new 
Pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Four: Are our Hearts prepared for what God is going to do? 

1 Samuel 16:6-13     Acts 1: 21-25       1 Samuel 3:1-6 

God is getting ready to do an amazing work within our Church. For the first time in a long time, over 14 years 
to be matter of fact our Church will go through the search for a new Pastor. Being such a long time, it causes 
us to pause and really think about what we are getting ready to go through as a church family.  

The last several weeks we have studied about how unity in the church is such an important factor. We have 
studied loving one another and have studied how important prayer is during this process. 

So, how about getting our hearts right during this search time? 

When we talk about the “heart” of something. We are talking about the most important part of whatever the 
“something” is. The heart of the race car would be a good engine. Washington D.C. is the heart of our 
government. The San Joaquin Valley in California would be the heart of the California fruit supply. The Mid 
West and South is the heart of the nation’s corn, wheat, and soybean production. 

When we consider “heart” as it is used in the Scripture, we see it as the seat of life, the seat of our emotions, 
and our minds. The “heart” as used in the Bible, pictures all we are, all we do, our entire makeup. It is what 
harbors our thoughts, directs our thinking, and controls (or doesn’t control) our actions and words. 

With the understanding that the “heart” represents what we are, who we are, and how we conduct our lives, 
then the condition of our spiritual heart should be of the utmost importance to us. Why is this? Because that is 
where Jesus Christ’s examination of us is focused. The examination that we are being given isn’t to see if we 
are members of this or that organization. It isn’t to see if we are broadcasting the word. It isn’t to see if we 
have all things figured out. It isn’t just to see if we are keeping the Lord’s Day, other holy holidays, and tithing. 
What Jesus Christ is truly looking for is to see if we are converted. This is what He is after. 

We are getting ready to look for a new pastor. are our hearts ready. What are we looking for. 

Let us take a look at a few scriptures on this: 1 Samuel 16: 6-13: 

“So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him! But the 
Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For 
the Lord does not see as man sees, for a man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart.’” 

Do we choose a pastor because he has great experience? Or because we liked the sermon that was posted 
online? Or because he is the oldest or the youngest? Or because like David, he is glowing with health and fine 
appearance? All these elements might play into our decision making, but will they show us God’s will? 

Unlike Samuel, we don’t hear God’s voice as the prophet did, but like Samuel, we can be in daily conversation 
with God through prayer asking God for wisdom and inspiration so that we choose the man God has already 
chosen. 



Then what do we pray for and for what things do we ask God to fill our hearts with? We are to pray for 
wisdom, mercy, grace and forgiveness each day. We need to pray for patience that HE has with us and for the 
blessings He showers on us as individuals and as people of the church family. 

We need to ask the Holy Spirit that we consider the man who has been proposed as our shepherd, the leader 
of our flock, that we choose the man you already picked. 

Many time we will be taken by their looks, their experience, their age, or other elements that strike us as 
important. But let us remember what was written in 1 Samuel “the Lord does not look at the things people 
look at…but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Though we as men and women we may not be able to discern the heart of the man HE has chosen already for 
our congregation, God knows his heart. We are to pray that we do God’s will and call the man chosen already 
to lead us.   

Another example: In Acts the first chapter Peter stands before a crowd and proclaims they must find one to 
replace the betrayer Judas as one of the apostles to help carry on the work of the ministry. Beginning in vs 23: 
“and they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed 
and said, You O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have chosen to take part in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they 
cast their lots and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles.”  

Like Samuel, the apostles depended on the Lord to show them which person they should choose because 
“Lord, You know everyone’s heart.” Again their prayer was not that they choose the one they liked best. Nor 
the one they thought best qualified (both men had the same qualifications). They asked for God’s guidance. 

Their method of choosing was based on the Urmin and Thummin from the Old testament. The old Testament 
priests used the Urmin and Thummin very much like dice to determine God’s direction while making decisions. 
We will also be dependent upon God’s direction, but not using dice. Instead, we will bathe this matter in 
prayer to allow God to work in hearts. 

Many times, we come before the Lord with contrite hearts knowing we have transgressed His will many times 
in our lives. We have not loved up to our calling. We have gone our own way according to our own desires. Let 
us pray the Lord will work in our hearts and bend our will to His. Let us also pray for those who will be 
considered and for those called to the pastorate, we will choose the one God has already selected.  

May we trust like the Apostles trusted God when those chose Matthias. The method we go about choosing a 
pastor may differ from theirs, God knows the heart of the men we will consider and HE also knows our hearts. 
Let us pray in our hearts according to His will and to give us wisdom as we consider the man He has picked out 
for us. 

One more example: 

1Samuel 3:1-11 “Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; there was no widespread revelation. And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down in 
his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he could not see, and before the lamp of God went 
out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying down, that the Lord 
called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!” So, he ran to Eli and said, “here I am” for you called me” and he 
said I did not call; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 



Then the Lord called yet again “Samuel!” So Samuel rose and went to Eli, and said “here I am for you called me. 
He answered, I did not call, my son; lie down again. Now Samuel did not know yet the Lord, nor was the word 
of the Lord yet revealed to him. 

And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. So, he rose and went to Eli and said “here I am, for you did call 
me.” 

Then Eli perceived that the lord had called the boy. Therefore, Eli said to Samuel, go lie down; and it shall be, if 
HE calls you, you must say “speak, Lord for Your servant hears” So, Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood and called as the other times, Samuel! Samuel! And Samuel answered ‘Speak for 
Your servant hears.’ Then the Lord said to Samuel: Behold I will do something in Israel at which both ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle.” 

In the call process, we might think that the majority of the burden for the call is on us a congregation…did we 
choose the right man to put before the congregation? Have we done our due diligence? Have we listened to 
enough sermons, or rad enough writings, or whatever we think is necessary to make the right decision? 

But the burden is on both sides of the call. The man we issue a call to should also be praying that he is listening 
to the Lord, that the Holy Spirit is nudging him t make a decision that fulfills God’s will. He may not be hearing 
the direct voice of God like the boy Samuel, but we pray he is saying “speak, for your servant is listening.” 

The question we ask ourselves today is are we listening to God on a daily basis?  

Are our hearts open to what God’s will is for our Church? 

Are we willing to open our hearts and surrender to what God wants, rather than our own selfish desires? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Five: 

ARE THERE THINGS WE NEED TO CLEAN OUT OF OUR “CLOSETS”? 

Have you ever known a hoarder? I mean a real hoarder? It’s that person who holds on to or collects so many 

things they run out of room to put them and then wind up stacking them up anywhere they manage to find a 

space. Storage usually starts with the closets in the house. It can then lead on to the garage, the back yard and 

fill every room in the house. It becomes so overwhelming that at times becomes a safety risk for the family 

winding up with someone having to intervene for everyone’s benefit. 

For the hoarder it becomes very, very difficult to let go of things, even at times at the risk of loosing family and 

friends. Things become so important they are not always willing to let go. 

Easy to point fingers at others isn’t it? Let’s take a serious look at ourselves. When was the last time we 

cleared out that hall closet? Have our garages become storage spaces where we are no longer able to park our 

cars inside to protect them? When was the last time we made the effort to delete any data or picture from our 

cell phones or tablets, or computers? Paperwork! Goodness was the last time we went through the reams and 

reams of papers we seem to hang on to, old bills, emails, etc. the list goes on. 

Do you think we might tend to be hoarders when it comes to the things we hold on to in relation to each other 

Do we harbor or hoard feelings, and beliefs that we just cannot seem to throw away or let go off. 

We find ourselves at a very important time in our church life. We are prayerfully searching for a new Pastor. 

Might it also be a time where we clear out our closets in our hearts and prepare for the time we call a new 

man to serve with us? 

Lets start with the boxes piled up in the corner. Let’s look at the one marked UNITY. Do we have some things 

in there we are not willing to part with for the good of the whole. Do my wishes and wants out weigh other’s 

feelings.  

Romans 15:5-6 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 

yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with ne heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Mark 3:25 “If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand”. So digging around in the book of 

unity, can we throw out a few things, like selfish ambition. In 3 John verse 9 we read about a man named 

Diotrephes who wanted to control the church. In fact the Bible says that “who loves to have the preeminence 

among them” he loved to be first. Churches died over men who are hungry for power and control. They want 

things their way, and if they don’t’ get it they start causing trouble. 

What about the box marked NON-ESSENTIALS.  Too often we do not throw out minor differences on certain 

issues. 

Romans 14:14 & 22 “Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgement on disputable matters. One 

man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The man 

who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must 

not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him….so whatever you believe about these things keep 

it between yourself and God.” 



Don’t expect everyone, even in the best possible church, to agree on every subject. Through sharing ideas, we 

can come to a fuller understanding of what the Bible teaches. Accept, listen to and respect others. Differences 

of opinion need not cause division. They can be a source of learning and richness in our relationships. We 

might need to throw out self. 

As we look through our closet, we never want to go through the box marked CHANGE…better leave that on 

alone! 

At different stages of life we become comfortable with the way things are. The problem with that is that being 

comfortable too often leads to complacency. We get used to the way things are that we don’t recognize the 

need for change which often causes us to be resistant to change. 

Genesis 12:1-4 “Now the Lord had said to Abram, ‘Get out of your country. From your family and from your 

father’s house to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your 

name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and 

Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.” 

As we go through this box marked CHANGE we run across lots of memories. Many people are crippled by “ the 

way we have always done it” Many people can’t get to the new thing God has for them because they 

remember the former things. we love to reminisce about the “good ol’ days”. And yet change is inevitable. 

As individuals, as a society, as a local church and as the universal body of Christ, we can’t heal hurts from the 

past because someone will always remember the former things. 

Change is going to happen this year in our church. Are we ready? Are you ready to make some choices to 

accept the fact it is going to change. Am I going to hold on to my own wishes and desires, am I not going to 

listen to what others may say…no matter what? 

Am I going to be a part of the things are about to happen in a positive way where we can unity? 

Search my heart Oh Lord and let me be the person you want me to be! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Six: 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO 

WHEN OUR NEW PASTOR GETS HERE? 

Here we are, well on our way to searching for our new Pastor and the man God has already prepared for us. 

We have formed a Search Committee, had an opportunity to share ideas and thoughts, heard many wonderful 

sermons from different individuals, and have prayed and prayed. 

We’ve had time to consider what we need to do getting ready for this time. We have remained faithful, 

attendance has remained about the same, and programs are continuing.  

We’ve asked our people to be patient, we asked for everyone to pray, and to search our own hearts for 

anything that might cause us to stand in the way of what God has in store for us. 

So with that in mind what are we getting ready for and how are we preparing? 

We believe God has a plan for individuals.  Jeremiah 29:11 says” For I know the plans I have for you, declares 

the Lord plans, plans not to harm you but to give you hope and a future”  That often quoted  Scripture does 

indeed relay our Lord’s desire for individuals and His promise that He has plans for us. I don’t believe, 

however, that these plans stop with the individual; I believe they transcend to the corporate body of the 

church. If He has a plan for individuals, don’t you think He has a plan for our local church? 

Another meaningful passage is John 15:16 which says “You did not choose Me, but I chose you. I appointed 

you that you should go out and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the 

Father in My name, He will give you” Isn’t that a precious  passage? Our Lord has chosen us for a purpose and 

saved us for a reason, and that is to bear fruit. Note that this fruit will last. Obviously, God has a plan, and His 

plan is that we would be fruitful in our ministries and lives. 

The great passage that talks about the founding of the church is found in Matthew 16. In that passage Christ 

tells us of the founding of the church, and in verse 18 He clarifies, “on this rock I will build My church.” Study 

that passage, and you will see that He is referring to Himself! In verse 19 Christ points out part of the plan for 

the church-that He will give us “the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 

What are the keys to the kingdom? What do we do with them? I believe God’s plan for the church is to make it 

the voice by which heaven is offered to men, women, boys and girls. It gives the church an awesome 

responsibility in evangelism and ministry. Clearly, God has a plan for our church! 

So, what can we offer a new Pastor when he gets here? We can get ourselves ready. What kind of church will 

the new guy experience once on the “field”? 

“Church would be a whole lot easier if it were not for members….”  

This was a honest admission by a leading evangelical pastor, but quite frankly, it surprised many people. The 

man had served some of the largest churches in our denomination, but in a weary moment, he admitted that 

in his heart of hearts, he hated pastoring. 

 

 



Perhaps this statement is a bit strong. Perhaps it is better said that he loved the calling, but the tangled 

bureaucracy of modern church life drove him crazy. 

• The spats over bulletins 

• The arguments over the color of choir robes or carpet 

• The quarrels concerning parking lots 

• The disputes over committees, deacons, and sermon length 

You get the point. It is a sad secret that many pastors secretly resign every Monday. They lie in bed, 

debating internally whether to get up or hide under the mattress. 

Interestingly, many church members go through the same internal war. They faithfully attend church but 

quietly rue getting up on Sunday. They drag themselves to the building and attempt to invoke a smile that 

serves as a façade. The silliness and the sinfulness that consumes many churches drive Christians to survive 

church. 

These same notions also cause many Christians to avoid church altogether. 

So how do we overcome this in our lives, in the church life and the work we need to do. We need to search 

our hearts and prepare for the new Pastor by offering him ourselves. 

Us, each of us working together for one cause, to reach the lost in our community. How do we do this. We 

do this by the standard of “One Another” or “The Holy Dozen” 

1.  Be in agreement with one another. 

Romans 12:10 “Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in 

showing honor…” vs 16 “be in agreement with one another. Do not be proud; instead, associate with 

the humble. Do not be wise in your own estimation.” 

2.  Pursue that which builds up one another. 

Romans 14:13 “Therefore, let us no longer criticize one another, but instead decide not to put a 

stumbling block or pitfall in your brother’s way…” vs 19: “so then, we must pursue what promotes 

peace and what builds up one another.” 

3. Accept one another. 

Romans 15:5 “Now, may the God of endurance and encouragement grant you agreement with one 

another, according to Jesus Christ….” vs 7: “Therefore accept one another, just as the Messiah also 

accepted you, to the glory of God….” vs 14 “Now, my brothers, I myself am convinced about you that 

you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.” 

4.  Show courtesy to one another. 

1 Corinthians 11:33 “Therefore, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait on one another.” 

5. Carry one another’s burdens. 

Galatians 6:2 “Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

6. Tolerate one another. 

Ephesians 4:2 “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, accepting one another.” 



7. Forgive one another. 

Ephesians 4:32 ”And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also 

forgave you.” 

8.   Submit to one another. 

Ephesians 5:21 “submitting to one another in the fear of Christ.” 

1 Peter 5:5 “Likewise, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And all of you clothe yourselves with 

humility toward one another, because God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

9. Admonish one another in wisdom. 

Colossians 3:16 “Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude 

in your hearts to God.” 

10.Comfort one another. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9 “About brotherly love: you don’t need me to write you because you yourselves are 

taught by God to love one another…” vs 18: “Therefore encourage one another with these words.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already 

doing…” vs 15 “see to it that no one repays evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for 

one another and for all.” 

11.Promote love and good works in one another. 

Hebrews 10:24 “And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good works.” 

12. Love one another. 

1 Peter 1:22 “By obedience to the truth, having purified yourselves for sincere love of the brothers, love 

one another earnestly from a pure heart.” 

1 Peter 4:8-9 “Above all, keep your love for one another at full strength, since love covers a multitude of 

sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining.” 

1 John 3:11 “For this is the message you have heard from the beginning: we should love one another…” 

vs 23 “Now this is His command: that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 

another as He commanded us.” 

1 John 4:7 “Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God…” vs 11: “Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love 

one another….” vs 12 “No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and His 

love is perfected in us.” 

So the question comes back to this: What are we going to do when our new Pastor gets here? I pray we 

will give him the best opportunity to do his best and that best starts with us, when we love another 

and work together as one. 

 


