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The New Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church – Raymond B. Spencer Scholarship Fund 

 I am a member of the NRS-MBC and a high school graduate. I’ve been out of school and have 
never enrolled in college. I have decided I want to go to college to earn an undergraduate 
degree, am I eligible to apply for the NRS-MBC RBSSF scholarship? 

 YES, if you complete the RBSSF application packet and meet the RBSSF Scholarship criteria. 

 I am a youth and a member of the NRS-MBC and have only been a member for nine (9) months 
prior to the RBSSF Scholarship application deadline. My high school GPA is 2.5 or better and 
meets the RBSSF GPA requirements. When will I be eligible to apply for the RBSSF 
Scholarship? 

 The RBSSF Scholarship committee will review your RBSSF Scholarship Application packet and 
will make a determination of your eligibility. 

 What happens if I (the student) miss the RBSSF Application deadline for submitting my 
application packet? 

 The applicant (student) would not be eligible for the upcoming fall semester. Turn in the 
application packet with the understanding that it would be reviewed for the next semester 
considerations only. The RBSSF Scholarship Committee reserves the right to review and make 
a final determination based on the RBSSF Scholarship criteria. 
 

 What happens if I (the student) miss the RBSSF deadline for turning in my college semester 
grades? 

 In most cases the student would not qualify for the RBSSF Scholarship for that semester. The 
RBSSF Scholarship committee will review your eligibility and current standing. Turning in the 
required student information is critical to maintaining your RBSSF eligibility. 

 What happens if I (the student) turn in my college grades and I don’t have the minimum hours 
that are required to meet the RBSSF criteria for a semester grading period? 

 The student would not qualify for the RBSSF Scholarship for that semester. The RBSSF 
Scholarship committee will review your eligibility and current standing.  Meeting the RBSSF 
credit hour criteria is critical to maintaining your (student) RBSSF Scholarship eligibility. 

 Can I (the student) request to have the RBSSF Scholarship check made out to me or my parents 
for delivery to the college? 

 No. All RBSSF Scholarship award disbursements (i.e. payments) will be paid directly to the 
educational institution. The RBSSF Scholarship funds are only distributed directly to the 
designated institution of confirmed enrollment of the student. 
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 What if I (the student) don’t need the full one thousand dollars ($1,000) for the semester to cover 
my tuition? Can I (the student) request a smaller amount that won’t consume the potential 
maximum award amount for a semester amount granted as described in the RBBSF Scholarship 
criteria? 

 The RBSSF Scholarship committee will review your (student) RBSSF Scholarship fund request 
and will make a determination for distributions that are less than awarded by the RBSSF 
Scholarship committee. 

 What if I (the student) change schools? 

 The student must inform the NRSMBC RBSSF Scholarship Committee immediately of the new 
school’s registrar/admissions information and student school identification information. The 
RBSSF Scholarship committee will review your eligibility and current standing.   

 Can I (the student) continue still receive the RBSSF Scholarship if I (the student) leave NRS-
MBC and join another church? 

 No. The NRS-MBC RBSSF Scholarship is currently restricted to NRS-MBC members. 

 What if I (the student) cannot complete my final semester within the 5 year period due to the 
class(es) not being available for me (the student) to take within the 5 year period? 

 After the designated 5 year period the student’s eligibility for the RBSSF Scholarship would end 
and no RBSSF Scholarship funds will be distributed to the student. The RBSSF Scholarship 
Committee reserves the right to review an extenuating circumstance such as this and will make 
a determination. 

 If I (the student) am going to college on a full scholarship, can I still apply for a RBSSF 
Scholarship? 

 The NRS-MBC RBSSF Scholarship is to help deserving students continue their education, all 
applications will be reviewed. The RBSSF Scholarship Committee reserves the right to review 
an extenuating circumstance such as this and will make a determination. 

 What expenses does the scholarship cover? 
 

  All RBSSF Scholarship award disbursements (i.e. payments) will be paid directly to the 
educational institution. The RBSSF Scholarship funds are only distributed directly to the 
designated institution of confirmed enrollment of the student to cover tuition and/or other 
authorized expenses.  

 If I (the student) am attending a two-year college, not a four-year college, am I (the student) still 
eligible for a RBBSF scholarship? 
 

 Yes, if you are a high school graduate or GED recipient and pursuing an AA or AS degree from 
an accredited college. The RBSSF Scholarship Committee reserves the right to review and 
make a final determination based on the RBSSF Scholarship criteria. 
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 Is the scholarship available to students attending a technical or vocational school? 
 

 Yes, if you are a high school graduate or GED recipient and are enrolled in an accredited 
technical or vocational school. The RBSSF Scholarship Committee reserves the right to review 
and make a final determination based on the RBSSF Scholarship criteria. 
 
 

 What are SAT scores? 
 

 Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores are reported on a scale from 200-800 with additional sub 
scores reported for the essay (ranging from 2-12) and for multiple-choice writing questions (on a 
20- 80 scale). Your scores tell college admission staff how you did as compared to other 
students who took this test. 
 

 What are ACT scores? 
 

 American College Testing scores is an exam that consists of four parts: English Language, 
Reading, Mathematics and Science. Each category receives a score between 1 (lowest) and 36 
(highest). Those four scores are then averaged to generate the composite score used by most 
colleges. The average composite score is roughly 21. For students who take the ACT with 
Writing, the Writing section is scored on a 12-point scale. The average score is between 7 and 
8. 
 

 What is the RBSSF Scholarship Committee looking for on the RBSSF Application essay? 
 

 Content and grammar. 

                   

 Can RBSSF Committee offer any suggestions to make my (the student) application stronger? 
 

 Read and follow all guidelines. 
 Proof read all your work, including the essay. Responses that are unclear or contain a lot of 

mistakes distract scholarship reviewers from focusing on the content. 
 Have someone else read through your completed application before you send it off. Someone 

else can often identify errors or areas that were missed. 
 

 What information is needed for a NRS-MBC returning student who is applying for a RBSSF? 
 

 The student need to write and submit a letter to the RBSSF Committee that includes (1) Name, 
(2) Student ID number, (3) Address, (4) Phone number, (5) Name and address of School, (6) 
Name and address of parent(s)/guardian(s), and (7) Official transcript of grades. 


