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An invitation to ALL Florin UMC Friends & Members 

 

    A Celebration of 

     Our Diversity 
 

Saturday, October 19, 2019    1 – 4pm 

 
 
 
 FREE fun for EVERYONE! 
 BBQ 

Games 

Face Painting 

Dancing 

 

 AND…  

 Celebrate together with from “Phil ‘n da Pinots”! LIVE Music 
 

 
 

  

                            

 
 

FLORIN 

 UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

 

7560 Florin Rd 

Sacramento, CA 95828 

Telephone:  (916) 421-1876 

Fax:   (916) 421-0985 
e-mail  florinumc@comcast.net  

Web: http://www.florinumc.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Please call in advance     

 

Sunday Schedule: 
 

9:00 am Chancel Choir 

Practice  

10:30am Worship  

 10:45am Sunday School 

 

 

Gail Chiew 

Pastor 

Paul Mosby  

Lay Leader, Audio 

 Marielle Tsukamoto 

Admin Council Chair 

Elena Bennett 

Music Director 

Sharon Gravert 
Organist 

Fred Palad 

Choir Director 

Paul Mosby & 

Roxanne Bucaria 
Youth 

 

      

mailto:florinumc@comcast.net
http://www.florinumc.org/
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A Message from 
          Pastor Gail 

       
      

    Dear Florin Family: 

 

    Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

We are now in early fall. It is a good change especially after some hot summer 

days when Sacramento experiences triple-digit temperatures. We also look forward to see the falling of rain.  A 

few weeks ago, repair work was organized by our Trustees for the skylight in our sanctuary, something that was 

not attended to since the building was erected.  The Trustees also made sure both the roofs of the fellowship hall 

and education building were checked and maintained.  Getting to know more of the physical history of our 

church, I could only say that God has been extra merciful to us, sustaining our building structures every season 

over the years, as long as 60 years for just the sanctuary alone!  

 

 At the same time, I would like to share with you an EXCITING EVENT which is coming up.  On 

October 19
th

 from 1pm to 4 pm, FUMC is holding a fun- filled and joyous event: “Celebration of Diversity.”  

We recognize our highly diversified congregation, a precious gift from God.  In our diversities, we see the 

richness and abundance of God, whose creating power never ceases to amaze us! 

 

 We have in our weekly congregation people from different cultures - Vietnamese, Nigerian, Filipino, 

Caucasian, Japanese, African American, Liberian, Fijian, Chinese, Mexican, and Laotian. The program will 

begin with a prayer followed with a “thank you” song to be sung in the above different languages.  After which 

we will have an afternoon of dancing, food, fun and relaxation. There will also be something special for the 

children! 

 

 The last 6 months or so, those who come to worship in FUMC have been working very hard.  Many of 

you have come forward and volunteered yourselves to help in whatever ways you can.  Together, we put in 

many extra hours in order to see a church that runs with accountability, integrity, orderliness and cleanliness.  

And this is an afternoon we want to thank you and have all your loved ones come and celebrate together!  

AMEN.  

 

With Joy and Peace from our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

Gail Chiew 

 

* Please Note: “Phil ‘n da Pinots” will play and provide live music. 
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Florin is on the Move! 
  

♫Music Notes ♪ 
On Dec. 8, Florin Choir will present again its most 
ambitious cantata: “The Winter Rose,” by Joseph 
Martin, last performed in 2003 Elena says: 
“Anyone who can sing, please join us, we have CD 
recordings of each part and will rehearse it EVERY 
SUNDAY at 9, starting this week.”  
 
Welcome back to our faithful pianist, Sharon 
Gravert! She had a fall in September and ended up 
hurting her wrist.  Thankfully, Fred was able to 
stand in for Sharon while she was away.  We are 
truly blessed to have two such skilled pianists! 
 

Celebration of Our Diversity  on Oct. 19th  

We look forward to seeing everyone for a fun-filled 
afternoon!  Feast on the BBQ, play some games, 
and enjoy dance tunes from the 50s forward played 
by Raymund Noel and his friends!  
Would you like to volunteer in some way?  Please 
speak to Aurora Herburger for more information. 

 
Communion Sunday is Family Sunday! 
A reminder that the first Sunday of the month is 
Communion Sunday and “Family Sunday”!  Rather 
than going out to Sunday School, families can sit 
together and share in the service. Our Worship & 
Music Committee feels it’s important that the young 
ones experience all aspects of worship, and 
certainly we adults can learn something in turn! 
 

Prayer Chain  

by Janet Parmelee 
This month we will be beginning our new prayer 
group.  This will consist of a group of people 
dedicated to pray daily and meet after church on 
the second Sunday of every month. 
If you wish to join us, please call or email Pastor 
Gail or Janet Parmelee (916-424-9535 or 
ajparmelee@comcast.net). 
 
You may call for a request at any time, but we do 
ask that if you wish to continue to be kept on the 
prayer list that you give us an update during the 
first week of every month.  All prayers will be kept 
confidential, but we are asking the whole 
congregation to pray that the Lord will bless the 
words of the Prayer Chain. 
 

 
. 

 

Thanks, Praise & 

Information 

United Methodist Women 
UMW is excited to have Victoria Cameron offer a 
presentation on her recent trip to Fiji with 
Volunteers in Mission (VIM)!  All are invited on 
Oct. 17th for a time of learning and lunch! Please 
RSVP to Peggy Buckner so they know how many 
to prepare for. 
  
UMW now meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
the month. ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED to our 
gatherings!  You do not have to be a Member of 
UMW to attend.   Please join us for fellowship and 
opportunities to serve Florin and the wider world!  
We look forward to seeing you. Any questions? 
Please see or call Peggy Buckner, (916) 802-3532. 
1st Thursday of each month:   

Prayer & Sharing, Fellowship 

3rd Thursday of each month: 

Business Meeting & Program  

(with a potluck lunch following) 
 

UMM All-Church Clean-up 

Kudos to the United Methodist Men & Friends for 
getting Florin looking sharp both inside and out.  On 
September 14th, Florin was spiffed up from roof top 
to sanctuary windows, from kitchen shelves to 
greenery by a team of 26 people! Photo next time! 
 

The Youth Yodel       
Youth Meeting: Sunday, Oct. 6, 12-1pm 
TBD: Corn mazes and summer service trips! 
Note: Our meetings will be held after church on the 
first Sunday of the month. Next meeting: Nov. 3. 
 

Sunday Serving on Family Sunday 
Remember that on the first Sunday of each month, 
we serve as Greeters, Ushers and Scripture 
Readers!   
YOUTH: On October 6, be at church at 10:15 
(that’s A.M.!) and then for next month, November 3. 
 

The Kids’ Korner  
Sunday School 
If you would like to occasionally assist Ghie 
Prentice at Sunday School, please Speak with 
Ghie or Pastor Gail!  It would be helpful to have one 
adult each Sunday to volunteer with “crowd control” 
so that she can focus on teaching. With a few 
volunteers, then we can set up a rotation list.  
 

 

mailto:ajparmelee@comcast.net
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Thanks, Praise & 

Information  (cont’) 

 
School Supplies Drive 
“Thank you” from the staff of Rutter Middle School 
for your generous contributions to our annual 
collection of school supplies! This is one of the 
important ways that we reach out to share with kids 
in our own community. 
 

Youth Recycling Drive    
September 30th marked the end of the collection of 
aluminum cans, and glass and plastic beverage 
bottles.  Great appreciation to those who saved up 
these items and then brought them to church!  And 
a big thanks to Sherry Cisneros for this fundraiser! 
 

Communion Donations 
On Communion Sundays, boxes in front of the 
Communion Table are provided for special 
offerings.  Below are beneficiaries:    
August:  $435, VIM Trip to Fiji 
September: Florin’s General Fund 
October: TBA 

 
Small Group Bible Study Opportunities 
All are welcome for study, prayer and discussion. 
Mondays: 7 – 8pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Saturdays: 1pm in the Fellowship Hall 

                                                            

Committee Meetings  

Worship & Music:  October 8 (Tues.) at 4:15pm 
SPRC:  October 9 (Wed.) at 10am 
Finance:  October 11 (Fri). at 9:30am 
Administrative Council:  Oct. 11 (Fri). at 10:30am 
 

South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership 
(SSIP) Food Closet 
SSIP collects donations of canned meat, 
vegetables, beans; rice; cereal; grocery bags, 
rubber bands, egg cartons; and money! 
Drop-off boxes are available in our Narthex. 

 
Keeping Florin UMC Running Smoothly!  
Are you feeling a nudge to help out at church in 
some way?  Reach out to Pastor Gail with your 
idea!            
 

 
 
 
 

Our Florin Family 
 

In the Spotlight – Mrs. Miriam Coloma 
by Victoria Cameron 

 
To those who know her, she is lovingly called 
“Mother.”  Mrs. Miriam was born in the Philippine 
town of Santa Cruz in Ilocos Sur Province, north of 
Manila, on September 13, 1922.  

 

Her father was a 
missionary convert who 
founded a church in 
1906.  Growing up, Mrs. 
Miriam boarded at 
Dudley Hall dormitory in 
the World Heritage site 
city of Vigan. 
 

In 1943, she graduated 
from Mary Johnston 
College of Nursing in 
Manila as an RN, and 

served as a military nurse during WWII!   
 

Mrs. Miriam has four children - three sons and a 
daughter.  
 

She loves attending church at Florin – she likes the 
people and the spiritual messages.  
  
Her favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:13: “All 
things are possible through Christ, for he gives us 
strength.” 
 

Editor: In 1906, establishment of Mary Johnston College 
of Nursing was supported by the precursor to UMW. 
http://www.gcah.org/resources/mary-johnston-hospital-
article and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKPNWJotYyI  

http://www.gcah.org/resources/mary-johnston-hospital-article
http://www.gcah.org/resources/mary-johnston-hospital-article
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKPNWJotYyI
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Our Florin Family (cont’) 
 
“With Love to Fiji and Back” 
by Victoria Cameron 
 

 
 

Bula! (Hello!) 
 

I always wanted to see the land where our Fijian 
brothers and sisters had lived.  Our Fijian 
congregation has always intrigued me with their 
spirituality, singing, kindness and love of family!   
 
During my Volunteers in Mission (VIM) trip to Fiji, I 
was part of a team to assess the needs of future 
volunteer medical, dental and library education 
services to local villages.  We met with and visited 
local Fijian UMC clergy, medical/dental community 
centers and food banks. Our Team Leader, UMC 
Pastor Michael Love (Palo Alto), has been living in 
Fiji with his Family for over a year.  Pastor Love is 
well loved and admired in the Fijian community.   
 
While there I got to attend several Fijian UMC 
services (sharing communion), and a Fijian church 
praise and worship service.   
 
One of the highlights for me was staying a couple 
of days in the home of a Fijian family.  They lived 
in a village with a First Village chief and was home 
to John Wesley First UMC Church in Fiji!   
 

During Our “off-time” we ate delicious Fijian food, 
visited fresh food markets, and went to a white 
sand beach.   
 
What a blessing, for my time in Fiji was indeed a 
dream!  A dream I had had since becoming a 
member of Florin United Methodist Church over 20 
years ago.  Thanks to everyone for their prayers 

 during my trip and thoughtful contributions.
 
Vinaka!  (Thank you!)  
 

 
15 Ways to Pray for Your Pastor 
by Joe Iovino, United Methodist Communications 
 

The life of a United Methodist pastor is filled with a 
variety of responsibilities. They preach, teach, visit, 
counsel, lead, consult, communicate, budget, clean, 
and so much more. 
Pastoring a church is not a job that can be done 
well under the pastor’s power alone. Every pastor 
relies heavily on God’s guidance, strength and 
peace as they live into their call. 
One of the best ways we can support our pastors 
and show them our appreciation is to regularly pray 
for them. But it can be difficult to know exactly what 
we should pray for. To help get started, we’ve 
assembled fifteen areas of pastors’ lives and 
ministries where they would value your prayers. 
. 
1. Spiritual lives 
Our pastors’ spiritual lives are important to their 
finding the wisdom, strength and guidance 
necessary to lead a church. Pray for your pastors’ 
growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ, as the Holy 
Spirit works through them to serve your 
congregation and community. 
 
2. Time management 
With all of their responsibilities, United Methodist 
pastors need to become masters of their calendars. 
John Wesley knew this back in the 1700s. He 
instructed the preachers, “Never trifle away time.” 
Pray for your pastors to use time wisely, including 
blocking out occasions for Sabbath rest, prayer, 
work and family. 
 
3. Families 
Speaking of families, it is important to remember 
that our ministers may also be a spouse, a parent, 
and a child to parents who have needs. Remember 
to pray for your pastor’s family. 
 
NOTE: We will feature 3 new topics for prayer in the next five 
issues!   
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October  2019 

Florin United Methodist Church  

7560 Florin Road, Sacramento, CA 95828 

Phone (916)421-1876  Fax: (916) 421-0985 

Email:  florinumc@comcast.net   Web: http://www.florinumc.org 

Office hours: Call in advance 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Sunday Schedule 

 9:30am Choir Practice 

10:30am Worship 

  10:45am Sunday School 

 

 
1 2 3 

10am UMW – 
  Fellowship 
 

 

4 
 

5 
 
1pm Bible Study 

 

6   World Communion 

Sunday 
Family Sunday  
Youth Group 12-1pm 

 

7 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

8 
10am Centering 
  Prayer & Meditation 
4:15pm Worship &   
  Music mtg. 

 9 

10am SPRC Mtg. 
 
 

10 11 
9:30 Finance mtg. 
10:30 Admin Council 
 

 

12 
 
1pm Bible Study   

 13    
 

 14 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

 15 
10am Centering 

    Prayer & Meditation 

16 

 
17 
10am UMW – Business 
featuring Victoria’s Fiji 
Trip (All welcome!) 

 18 

 

19 

1-4pm Celebration 

of Our Diversity 
 

20 
Reception of New 
Members 

 

21 
 
 
 
7pm Small Group 
 

22 
10am Centering  
  Prayer & Meditation 

23 

 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

26  
 
1pm Bible Study 

 27 

 
 28 
 
 
  7pm Small Group 

 29   
 10am Centering  
    Prayer & Meditation 
 
 

 30 
 
 
 

 31 
 
 
 HALLOWEEN 

 Nov. 1 
  
 

 Nov. 2 
 1pm Bible Study 

 
 

 Nov. 3  All Saints Day 

 Family Sunday  
 Youth Group 12-1pm 
 

 

 

  -Pastor Gail Chiew   -Organist: Sharon Gravert  
-Admin Council Chair:    -Audio Technician: Paul Mosby  
       Marielle Tsukamot0  -Youth Group: Paul Mosby &  
-Lay Leader: Paul Mosby        Roxanne Bucaria 
-Music Director: Elena Bennett        
-Choir Director: Fred Palad 

 
 
 
 
  

mailto:florinumc@comcast.net
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