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Holy Week 
April 18, Holy Thursday Service at Centennial UMC 
(5410 Freeport Blvd.) – 7:00pm   
   

       
April 19, Combined Service with Riverside UMC  
(803 Vallejo Way)  – 6:00pm Potluck Dinner 
    – 7:00pm Service 
           

          
April 21, Easter Sunday Service – 10:30am  Join us to 
celebrate the Risen Lord!  There will be a special time of 
Baptism and our Florin Choir will have special music! 

                            

 
FLORIN 

 UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

 

7560 Florin Rd 

Sacramento, CA 95828 

Telephone:  (916) 421-1876 

Fax:   (916) 421-0985 
e-mail  florinumc@comcast.net  

Web: http://www.florinumc.org 

 

Office Hours: 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

Tuesday thru Friday     
 

Sunday Schedule: 

 
9:00 am Chancel Choir 

Practice  

10:30am Worship  

 10:45am Sunday School 

 

 

Gail Chiew 

Pastor 

Paul Mosby  

Lay Leader, Audio 

 Marielle Tsukamoto 

Admin Council Chair 

Elena Bennett 

Music Director 

Sharon Gravert 
Organist 

Fred Palad 

Choir Director 

Paul Mosby & 

Roxanne Bucaria 
Youth 

 

      

mailto:florinumc@comcast.net
http://www.florinumc.org/
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A Spring Message from 

         Pastor Gail 
       
     April is always one of my favorite months of the year.  It is the month of  

    Resurrection – the coming of New Life!  In the Book of Psalms, the author called  

    God’s people to “Sing a new song” in their hearts, to one another and to God. The 

    author witnessed the goodness and the power of God to turn adversities and  

    tribulations to something good and wonderful!  That was about God doing  

    something new in the lives of the people, and thus to sing a new song! In the same 

way, we all should sing a new song to our heavenly Father who cares and only wants the best for His church 

and His people.   

 

 New life contributes toward a new beginning and new start.  2 Corinthians 5:17 mentions, “So from now 

on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 

longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  This is the 

message of resurrection.  The past has gone.  In Christ, He makes all things.  Therefore, we are given the 

opportunity to restart.    

 

 In the fall two years ago, I planted in the ground of my backyard about 40 daffodil bulbs.  When Spring 

came the following year, many daffodil plants sprung up from the ground and soon we saw yellow flowers 

blooming beautifully all over our back yard.  About a month later, the flowers withered and the leaves gradually 

died, too. We thought that was the end of the daffodils.  However, amazingly, this year daffodils sprang up from 

the ground again about a month ago, bearing yellow flowers greeting us in rain and in sunshine.  We did not 

expect that.  We thought they were gone forever.  But out of the ground new life begins and brings about joy 

and hope. What a lesson to learn and remember.  The end in human eyes is not necessarily the plan of God, as it 

may be only the beginning of something better.  Every year Easter falls in Spring.  It is the best time of the year 

to remind us that new life begins…For all that God in Christ has done and will do in our lives, let’s “Sing a new 

song” to one another and to God!  Amen! 

 

 

Gail Chiew  

(Senior Pastor) 

 

*Pastor Gail will be off to spend time with family in Malaysia April 24 – May 10.  Pastor Neal Harrell will be 

on-call for emergencies 4/25-27, number TBA; and Pastor Tikiko Lesuma of Hope UMC from 4/ 27 (Office: 

916-395-0237; Cell: 415-532-6686). Please keep Pastor Gail in prayer during her time away, and those who 

will serve in her place. 

  



3 

 

Florin is on the Move! 

United Methodist Women 
Los Rios District Annual UMW Spiritual Retreat with 
Rev. Faith Whitmore  
 
This is the day that the Lord hath made, let us 
rejoice and be glad in it! 
“This day is truly a blessed day because we 
gathered to humbly ask God to renew our minds 
and transform our thoughts into right, Godly 
thinking. We saw old faces and new faces, and led 
by Pastor Faith we left the meeting with our hearts 
much uplifted.” 
– Jeanne Haley 
 
On March 23, our United Methodist Women once 
again outdid themselves in hosting a spiritual 
retreat for all Los Rios District UMWs!  Nearly 75 
women from as far away as Pleasanton and 
Richmond and as close as Hope UMC and our 
sisters from the new Fijian congregation gathered 
to hear Rev. Faith Whitmore speak about the 
encouraging topic of HOPE.   
 
Pastor Faith offered that “Sometimes we are 
anchored to the wrong thing,” and it is at those 
times that we need to “take a knife and cut the 
rope” to free ourselves.  She emphasized that 
“Hope is a verb… It is an active virtue.”   When we 
engage in hope we are the hands and feet of 
Christ.  Most importantly, if we are going to anchor 
ourselves to something, let us “anchor ourselves to 
Christ.” 

 
 
All women are invited to join our meetings at 10am! 

1st Wednesday of each month:   

Prayer & Sharing, Fellowship 

3rd Wednesday of each month: 

Business Meeting & Program  

(with a potluck lunch following) 

Questions?  Peggy Buckner (916) 362-3725 

     

 

UMW & Social Concerns Committee 
Visit by our UMC Missionary Katherine Parker  

 

On March 27, the UMW and Social Concerns 
Committee welcomed our California/Nevada 
Annual Conference missionary to Nepal, Katherine 
Parker, for her first visit to Florin.  Katherine is the 
5th generation of her family to serve in the UMC 
and received her master’s in biology at Sac State.  
Now in her sixth year of serving with the United 
Mission to Nepal (UMN), she is a Health and 
Community Transformation Advisor. As traditional 
evangelism is not allowed in Nepal, UMN consists 
of a number of churches that work together to 
enable those on the margins of society to live to 
their full potential; the UMC has been working 
through UMN since 1954. The 18 of us attending 
(including a few from other churches) felt very 
grateful for the wonderful work Katherine is doing in 
Nepal and thankful for how God is using her. 
 
After her presentation, Katherine graciously gave 
Florin a beautiful hand-crafted star made from 
Lokta, a natural fiber paper like papyrus that was 
originally used only for royal documents.  We will 
hang the star in the Fellowship Hall for now, but 
hope to use it in the Sanctuary during the 
Christmas season. 
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Florin is on the Move! 

 
Caleb, Genevieve, Alyssa, Chloe, Roxanne and Nick – The 

Green Team! 

All-Church Spring Clean: A handful of adults 

and some youth came on a bright Saturday 
morning with a mission!  To clean up our large yard 
so it would look clean and green for Easter Sunday.  
While the choir was busy in the Education Building 
(more info follows), the few but mighty attacked the 
overgrowth with weed whackers, pruning shears 
and shovels.  Youth members worked to battle 
down weeds and get their corner at the entry to the 
parking lot looking spiffy!  Big shout out to Sharon 
for cleaning years of spider webs and gunk off the 
windows at the entry to the Ed Building!! Didn’t 
know you could see through those( ;   Thanks 
IMMENSELY to all! 
  

 
 
 
 
 

We Sing Because We Are Happy!  
by Victoria Cameron 
Thanks to the collaboration of Elena and Fred, we 
now have a combined FUMC Choir!  Choir 
members are enjoying singing with each other, side 
by side, to the music selections of Elena and Fred.  
 
With a larger choir, we’ve needed more space for 
practicing.  God is so good!  Elena consulted with 
Pastor Gail and relocated the combined choir from 
their old room to a larger room in the Education 
Building!    
*Remember, choir practice is 9am on Sundays!  

Please join us!   

 

 

 

 

The Youth Group Yodel  (So named until 

the Youth think of something better!)  
 

SSIP Bowling – by Dan and Chloe Snyder 

(Father/Daughter Duo) 

The Youth Group participated in the SSIP Bowl-A-

Thon on Sunday March 10th. It was a fun time for 

both the kids and the adults alike. There were 

strikes from many of the children, Chloe Snyder 

had her first one ever and Nick Snyder had two, 

himself.  Alyssa had the funniest moment when she 

threw the ball onto the lane next to us!  Everyone 

was cheering each other on. There was so much 

joy, high fives and laughter going on, God was 

definitely there watching over us all. 

 

“Rise Against Hunger” Meal Packing, 

March 24 at Sac Japanese UMC – by 

Alyssa Cholwell 

Paul Mosby and I went to a church to pack food to 

go to Asia. We packed 14,000 food packets. It was 

done in just over 2 hours. After we were done they 

had ice cream for us to eat. I love ice cream.  

Paul and I were the only two people from our 
church there. It was fun but the gloves didn't fit my 
tiny hands. [Hummm… where’d the photo go??] 
 

Youth Go to Camp! 

This summer the Youth Group will be joining “2019 

Fijian Camp,” June 25 – 28!  This camp, started by 

Vakatawa Aisake Vudidra, Inoke Qarau and other 

of our sisters and brothers, has grown yearly.  

Fijian Camp is held at the UMC-owned Camp 

Loadstar, which is east of Jackson, about two hours 

from Florin UMC.  We’re hoping to send about 5 or 

6 Youth and at least one adult!  Keep your eyes 

and ears open for the next Youth fundraiser! 

[Poster] 

 

Sunday Serving  

On Communion Sunday of each month, Youth 

Group will start to serve as Greeters, Ushers and 

Scripture Readers!  YOUTH, PLEASE NOTE: You 

will serve at the special Communion service on 

April 28!!  Be at church at 10am for practice! 
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Thanks, Praise & 

Information 

 

Children’s Ministry – We thank Ghie Prentice 

for stepping forward to continue the education of 
Florin’s children during the Sunday services!!  Let’s 
all be sure to offer prayer and support to Ghie in 
her new role, and also for our children as they grow 
up in a challenging secular world. 
ATTENTION PARENTS!!  It would be a great help 
to have a parent assist Ghie on “crowd control” 
during Sunday School.  We will soon have a sign-
up sheet so you can all have the opportunity to 
serve.    
 

Communion Donations 
On Communion Sundays, boxes in front of the 
Communion Table are provided for special 
offerings.  Below are recent or upcoming 
beneficiaries:    
April – UMCOR, over $390 collected! 
May (*April 28) – Youth Trip 
June – Rwanda Partnership 
 

Our Rwanda Ties  
2019 Partnership with Rulindo 
Exciting news!!  June 18 – 28, Paul Mosby will be 
joining Elena Bennett during her time in Rulindo 
this year!  Paul will be the third Florin member who 
will stay with the hard-working, fun-loving priests at 
their hilltop rectory during Elena’s 3- to 4-week visit 
and distribution of school supplies.  You’ll be 
hearing more from Elena soon!  In the meantime, 
keep the planning of their trip in prayer – you can’t 
imagine how much work Elena does to prepare for 
this! 
 

And Just a Few More Announcements: 
April 28 – Butterfly Sunday/ Special Communion 
Sunday (Youth serving)  Our District 
Superintendent, Schuyler Rhodes, will be with us!  
We have Communion a week early as Pastor 
Schuyler is only available to serve on 4/28.   
After church, Victoria Cameron will lead a walk at 
Cosumnes River Preserve!  Bring your walking 
shoes to church! 

 
 

 
 
 
May 5 – No Communion as we will have a guest 
speaker. 
 
 
 
 
 
May 31 (Fri.) – June 1 (Sat.)  Church Yard Sale & 
Pancake Breakfast! 
The yard sale is right around the corner!  And this 
year your Finance Committee has come up with an 
exciting addition!  On Saturday morning, a delicious 
pancake breakfast will be served!  Times will be 
announced at church and in the next Grapevine.  In 
the meantime, please hold on to all your gently 
used clothing, useable appliances, kitchenware, 
toys, household items, books, bed and table linens, 
shoes, purses, and jewelry.   
The Youth Group is also accepting plastic water 
bottles and aluminum cans, in addition to e-waste: 
electronics, such as TVs, computers/laptops, cell 
phones, microwaves, remote controls, working or 
not working. 
 
Small Group Bible Study & Centering Prayer 
and Meditation will not meet while Pastor Gail is 
away 4/24-5/10. 
 
South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership (SSIP) 
Food Closet 
This is SSIP’s 50

th
 year of providing emergency food 

to South Sacramento needy families and individuals. 
 We have at least a couple of Florin members who 
serve at the Food Closet, including Dolly Jang and 
Jenny Guantong!  Any others?  Of course, not to 
forget, Chuck “SSIP” Snyder!!  Way to serve God’s 
children!  Ask any one of them for information or call 
(916)428-5290. (www.ssipfoodcloset.org)  
Remember SSIP collects donations of  

 Canned meat, vegetables, beans 
 Rice 
 Cereal 
 Grocery bags, rubber bands, egg cartons 
 Money 

  Drop off boxes are available in our Narthax. 
 
Join SSIP in marking a half-century at its “Golden 
Gala Celebration” will be May 18, 5pm at St. 
Anthony Memorial Center (660 Florin Road)!  Dinner 
will be served and there will be amazing temptations 
at its Silent Auction and raffle.  Ticket for adults will be 
$50, children 6 - 12 are $20, and 5 and under are 
free.  See Chuck Snyder for details! 

http://www.ssipfoodcloset.org/
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Happenings in Our Cal/Nev Annual 
Conference and Beyond   
by Roxanne Bucaria, Florin delegate 
 

Update:  The Judicial Council, the top court of the 

UMC, will be gathering next week to rule on the 
constitutionality of the Traditional Plan, which was 
approved at the Special General Conference in 
February over the One Church Plan. In a nutshell, 
this plan would impose penalties on pastors who 
perform weddings for LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning) couples 
and prevent gay individuals from serving as clergy.  
REMEMBER:  Our Florin UMC, as well as the 
seven Annual Conferences within the Western 
Jurisdiction (that’s 12 states), fully welcome all of 
God’s children, no ifs, ands or buts.  https://um-
insight.net/judicial-council-to-review-gc2019-
actions/  Don’t hesitate to ask me if you have any 
questions! 
 

Workshops: 

● “Living the Spirit Filled Life – Equipping persons 
and faith communities through the Person and work 
of the Holy Spirit,” May 4, 10am – 2pm, Wesley 
UMC (5010 - 15th Ave.).   For more info, please see 
poster in the Fellowship Hall OR 
https://www.cnumc.org/news/churches-host-spirit-
filled-event-12793066  
 
● Cal/Nev Annual Conference UMW: “Social Action 
Event: School to Prison Pipeline,” May 4, 9am – 
1pm (Doors open at 8:30), First UMC (2100 J St.); 
$10 w/o lunch, $20 w/ lunch.  For more info, please 
see poster in the Fellowship Hall OR see the 
calendar at the Cal/Nev website: 
https://www.cnumc.org  

 

 
There’s Alyssa! And look at those tiny hands! 
(see pg. 4) 

          
 

 
Note to the Congregation – At the end of March, 

Cindy Russell, our long-time Administrative 
Assistant and Sunday School Superintendent, left 
Florin for greener pastures.  Cindy kept Florin going 
through some challenging years, especially while 
Pastor Wilson was sick. She helped our church with 
many Multi-Cultural and Easter Festivals, Vacation 
Bible School terms and Youth events; she also kept 
our bellies full with her delicious cooking and 
supplied our children with love and Christian 
teachings.  Her son Josh even lent his hands and 
talents to the church.   We give our deep thanks to 
God for Cindy and pray for the next steps in her life.   
 
Now as a church, we would like to go forward 
together using volunteers to fill the many tasks left 
open.  Some have stepped up already. THANK 
YOU!!  Looking to be the hands and feet?!  
Please ask Pastor Gail how you can serve!  
 
[Editor: Forgive the appearance of this month’s 
Grapevine!  It’s a work in progress with a steep 
learning curve.  If you have any gentle suggestions 
or ideas, please mail them to 
rbucar25@hotmail.com.] 

 
 

https://um-insight.net/judicial-council-to-review-gc2019-actions/
https://um-insight.net/judicial-council-to-review-gc2019-actions/
https://um-insight.net/judicial-council-to-review-gc2019-actions/
https://www.cnumc.org/news/churches-host-spirit-filled-event-12793066
https://www.cnumc.org/news/churches-host-spirit-filled-event-12793066
https://www.cnumc.org/
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April  2019 
Florin United Methodist Church  

7560 Florin Road, Sacramento, CA 95828 

Phone (916)421-1876  Fax: (916) 421-0985 

Email:  florinumc@comcast.net   Web: http://www.florinumc.org 

Office hours: 9am – 2pm, Tuesday thru Friday 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday Schedule 
 

9:00am Choir Practice  

10:30am Worship 
10:45am Sunday School 

 1 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

2  3 
 

4 

 
5 

 
6 
1:00 pm Bible Study 

 
 

7 
Communion Sunday 

 

8 
 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

9 
10:00 am  Centering 
Prayer & Meditation 

10 

10:00 am UMW – 
Fellowship 
 
 

11 12 
9:30 am SPRC Mtg. 

13 
1:00 pm Bible Study 

  

 14 Palm Sunday 

 

15 
 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

16 
10:00 am Centering 

  Prayer & Meditation 

17 

 
18 19 

 Good Friday Service, 
 (Riverside UMC) 
      6pm Potluck  
      7pm Service 

20 
1:00 pm Bible Study 

21 Easter Sunday  

 

22 
 
 
 
7pm Small Group           

23 
9:30 Finance  
10:00 am Centering  
Prayer & Meditation 
10:45 Admin Council 

24 

10:00 am UMW-
Business  
Pastor Gail on 
Vacation - 5/10 

25 

 
 
 

26 27 10am Loaves & 

Fishes 

1:00 pm Bible Study 

 28   Butterfly & 

 Special  Communion 
Sunday 
All Church Hike 
(Cosumnes Preserve) 

29 
 

30 
  
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

 

 
 

  Pastor away 4/24 – 5/10 

  Rev. Neal Harrell 4/24-27 

(number TBA) 

Rev. Tikiko Lesuma 4/27- 

cell: 415 532-6686 

work:  916-395-0237       

 Pastor Gail Chiew 
 Marielle Tsukamot0, Admin Council Chair 
 Paul Mosby, Lay Leader 

 

 Elena Bennett, Music Director 
 Fred Palad, Choir Director 
 Paul Mosby, Audio Technician  
 Sharon Gravert, Organist 
 Paul Mosby & Roxanne Bucaria, Youth Group   

 

mailto:florinumc@comcast.net
http://www.florinumc.org/
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May  2019 
Florin United Methodist Church  

7560 Florin Road, Sacramento, CA 95828 

Phone (916)421-1876  Fax: (916) 421-0985 

Email:  florinumc@comcast.net   Web: http://www.florinumc.org 

Office hours: 9am – 2pm, Tuesday thru Friday

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sunday Schedule 
 

 9:00am Choir Practice 

10:30am Worship 

  10:45am Sunday School 

 

 
 1 

10:00 am UMW – 
Fellowship 
 

2 3 

 
4 
1:00 pm Bible Study 
 

5 
 

 

6 

 
7 
 

8 

 
 

9 10 
9:30 am SPRC Mtg. 
 
 
Pastor Gail returns 

11 
1:00 pm Bible Study 

  

 12 

 
13 

 
 
7pm Small Group 

14 
10:00 am Centering 

  Prayer & Meditation 

15 

10:00 am UMW – 
Business 

16 17 

 

18 
1:00 pm Bible Study 

19 
 

20 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

21 
10:00 am Centering  
Prayer & Meditation 

22 

 
23 

 

24 25 8:30 am Loaves & 

Fishes 

1:00 pm Bible Study 

26 

 
27 
 
 
7pm Small Group 

28 
 10:00 am Centering  
 Prayer & Meditation 

29 
 

30 
Preparation for Church 
Yard Sale 

31  
Church Yard Sale 

 6/1 
  Pancake Breakfast & 
Church Yard Sale 

 

 
 

  Pastor away 4/24 – 5/10 

  Rev. Neal Harrell 4/24-27 

(number TBA) 

Rev. Tikiko Lesuma 4/27- 

cell: 415 532-6686 

work:  916-395-0237       

 Pastor Gail Chiew 
 Marielle Tsukamot0, Admin Council Chair 
 Paul Mosby, Lay Leader 

 

 Elena Bennett, Music Director 
 Fred Palad, Choir Director 
 Paul Mosby, Audio Technician  
 Sharon Gravert, Organist 
 Paul Mosby & Roxanne Bucaria, Youth Group   

 

mailto:florinumc@comcast.net
http://www.florinumc.org/

