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Beginning in 1955, several attempts were made to 
create an Episcopal church in McDonough, Georgia, 
and in 1986, five families 
successfully spearheaded 
a movement. 

Recruiting at shopping 
c e n t e r s , g a t h e r i n g 
enough signatures and 
money, Bishop Child 
recognized the infant 
church as a dedicated, 
worshiping community 
and  i n s t a l l ed  The 
Reverend Don Harrison 
as its rector.

A portable altar built by a 
member allowed services 
to be moved to wherever 
space was available: private 
homes, the Women’s Club, 
the chapel of a funeral 
home. The infant church 
thrived and grew. 

B ishop Al len gave the 
group permission to elect 
a Vestry. 

St. Joseph’s was officially 
admitted as a parish of 
the Diocese of Atlanta in 
1988. Two parishioners 
donated a seven acre 
parcel of land on Georgia 
Highway 20, and the church finally had a permanent 
home.

On March 19, 1989, Bishop Emeritus Child consecrated  
the site and ground was broken for the sanctuary.  
With cash assets of $100,000 and a contractor bid of 
$460,000, the parish was determined, and with God’s 
help, would succeed. Donations poured in for pews, an 
organ and the permanent construction of an altar by a 
member. The building was completed in two phases.  

The first, (sanctuary, offices and a gathering space) was 
completed in March of 1990. It was consecrated on  

May 27, 1990.

By the end of 1991 there 
was an increase of 200 
communicants. 

Educational and social 
activities were blossoming 
and space was becoming 
a  problem. The Vest r y 
be g an  p l a nn i n g  fo r 
expansion. On November 
29, 1998, Bishop Allen 
dedicated the new parish, 
kitchen and classrooms.

When our rector Father 
Don Harr ison retired,  
we received our new 
i n t e r im  r e c to r, The 
Reverend Robert Robinson, 
in December 1998. 
In March of 2000, The 
Reverend John Bancroft  
was called to be our 
second rector. 
During his tenure, many 
improvements  were  
made, including a lovely 
M e m o r i a l  G a r d e n , 
consecrated in 2010.

In  June 2012 , Fa ther 
Bancroft announced his 

retirement and Reverend Don Caron was called to 
be our interim rector. We then proceeded with our 
search for a new rector. 

In October of 2013, The Reverend Scott Harding  
came as our new rector. Under h is  leader ship,  
the congregation embarked on several outreach 
programs: Friday Friends, which provided weekend  
food for needy children at Walnut Grove Elementary  
and another program where students could earn  

B U I L T  f r o m  D E D I C A T I O N ,  
D E V O T I O N  a n d  L O V E

We continue to be well led by our Vestry. 

New programs are sprouting up all the time; the bicycle outreach has been successfully 
continued, and a neighborhood summer program of kickball games has also been 
created. Par ticipating in local outreach with a booth on the bustling Square in 
McDonough during the Geranium Festival, and the scarecrow competition in the 
Fall, keeps us busily involved in our blossoming community. 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH IS A TRIBUTE TO THE DETERMINATION AND SACRIFICE OF DEDICATED EPISCOPALIANS TO CREATE A HOME IN McDONOUGH, GEORGIA. 

bicycles for good behavior, 
attendance and grades.

During this time, extensive 
landscaping was done, to 
dramatically improve the 
view of the church.

An Eagle Scout project 
provided a fire pit next to 
the pavilion. Another Eagle 
Scout project provided 
needed maintenance to 
the Stations of the Cross, 
and added a plaque to 
each one .

When Reverend Harding 
resigned on August 1, 2017, the 
Diocese provided us with an 
interim, The Reverend Bill 
Deneke, who pastored us until  
the end of that year. Until 
September 1st of 2018, we 
were pastored by various 
priests and on September 
4th, 2018 The Reverend 
Denise Guinta came on 
board as our interim.

T H E N  &  N O W

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
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St. Joseph’s is deeply committed to the Episcopal liturgy 
and the Book of Common Prayer. Our worship style 
reflects our desire to glorify God and the teachings of 
our risen Savior Jesus Christ. 

There are two Sunday ser vices – 8:30 a.m. and  
10:30 a.m., and a healing service on Wednesday evening.  
The early service is a spoken service that lends itself  
to meditation and serenity. The 10:30 a.m. service is  
typically larger, and features a blend of traditional and 
contemporary hymns sung by the choir. 

Our worship services reflect the parish’s devotion to 
live out Jesus’ Great Commandment of loving God with 
our whole hear t, mind, and strength and loving our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

Holy Eucharist Rite II is used routinely at each service, 
but it is not uncommon at various times of the year to 
celebrate alternate forms of worship from the Anglican 
Communion. We have used rites honoring par ticular 
saints, nations, and occasions when appropriate, and it 
is not unusual for the liturgy to incorporate special 
blessings or prayers for the needs of the time. We 
observe the season of Advent and Lent using Rite I. 
Dur ing the Easter Season, we celebrate Maundy 
Thursday, Lessons and Carols and Good Friday (with 
evening Stations of the Cross). 

The Choir provides a core for the congregational  
hymns during the ser vice . During the offer tor y and  
Eucharist, contemporar y hymns and anthems are 
incorporated. Our beautiful pipe organ - the only one 
of its kind in the area - is used at both services. Our 
organist and Music Director, Friedemann Stihler, is a 
highly respected musician, who performs at concer ts as 
well as at our church. The Choir is accompanied 
primarily by organ and piano, but other instruments 
are included as needed. 

W O R S H I P

Christian Formation is a vital component to spir itual 
growth. St Joseph’s offers programs for children 
and adults.

Children’s Church is an oppor tunity for our younger 
members to par ticipate in and understand what 
goes on in the sanctuar y ever y Sunday morning. 
The children work on lessons that follow along 
with the readings each Sunday. During the offer tor y, 
the children process in with the offer ings and join 
their families for the Holy Eucharist. 

St. Joseph’s offers Adult Christian Formation classes 
on Sunday mornings. The classes generally run six 
weeks. Each six weeks a Kick-off is held by the 
Men’s Group with a delicious breakfast. During the 
breakfast held between the ser vice , the topics for 
the next classes are introduced. 

Educat ion for Ministr y (EfM), offered through  
The Univer sity of the South, is a unique four- 
year d is tance learn ing cer t i f icate program in 
theological Formation based upon smal l-group  
study and practice . It allows anyone to be a par t 
and discover and nur ture their call to Christian 
ser vice . EfM helps the fa i thful  encounter the 
breadth and depth of the Christian tradition and 
bring it into conversation with their experiences 
of the wor ld as they study, wor ship, and engage 
in theological reflection together. Our EfM group 
meets ever y Monday evening at St. Joseph’s. EfM 
is led by members of the congregation who have 
been tra ined as mentor s . We have had many 
graduates of the program, some of whom have 
gone on to become deacons. 

During each season of Lent, we have a Lenten 
ser ies on Wednesday nights. Ever y night star ts off 
with a dinner and then leads into the lesson. St. 
Joseph’s also offers many Bible studies throughout 
the year that are led by different members of the 
congregation. 

F O R M A T I O N

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
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THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW has a 
breakfast meeting on the 3rd Saturday of ever y  
month from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall.
Their mission is to bring men and youth to Christ. 
Endeavors to accomplish this mission through threefold 
disciplines of Prayer, Study and Service.

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING (DOK) have a breakfast 
meeting on the 2nd Saturday of every month from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall. The mission of the 
Order is the extension of Christ’s Kingdom through 
Prayer, Service and Evangelism.

MEN’S GROUP is a fellowship group of men. The First 
Sunday Parish Family Breakfast is prepared and served  
by the Men’s Group.

AMIGOS is a group of parishioners that socializes 
and enjoys dinner together. Each member of the group 
par ticipates by selecting a restaurant for a par ticular 
month.

COFFEE HOUR 
Mission: To facil itate an environment that fosters  
fellowship within the Par ish. Food and beverages  
are provided in a welcoming environment to allow 
development of relationships within our church.

GAME NIGHT
Mission: To come together in Christian fellowship to 
get to know one another, and enjoy playing games.

EP ISCOPAL YOUTH COMMUNITY  (EYC) 
The youth ministr y of St. Joseph’s embraces and 
suppor ts our youth and their families, inspires and 
guides their spiritual growth and empowers them to 
serve the church and the community in which they live.

NEWCOMERS 
Mission: To ensure that new parishioners feel welcome 
in our church. 

PANTRY PARTNERS 
Mission: Keeping the kitchen clean and organized as 
well as ordering required kitchen supplies.

SOCIALIZING SENIORS
Mission: For the senior members of our congregation to 
get to know each other well enough to be able to provide 
companionship, support and assistance to one another.
 

P A R I S H  L I F E

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
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 C O M M U N I T Y      O U T R E A C H

CEREAL BOX CHALLENGE
The goal of the Cereal Box Challenge is to collect 
cereal for local nonprofits that benefit needy 
children in the community.

HURRIC ANE RELIEF
St. Joesph’s provided shelter to family’s escaping 
Hurricanes in Coastal Florida and Georgia.

MEETING PLACE FOR SCOUTS
St. Joesph’s is a meeting place for Scouts. As par t 
of an Eagle Scout Project, our Stations of the Cross 
were redone.

GETTING OUT IN THE COMMUNITY
Ever y year, the City of  McDonough holds a 
scarecrow contest  and our EYC represents  
St. Joseph’s. This year, the theme was St. Francis.

BARRELS OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Sent to Boscobel Primary School in Jamaica. 

LAYETTE BASKETS 
Given to the Pregnancy Resource Center.

THE CHRISTOPHER HARKINS  
MEMORIAL FUND 
Matches monetar y gifts for projects  
in Henry County.

EARN-A-BIKE 
Needy children earned bicycles and helmets  
by making good grades in school.

L ITTLE FREE L IBRARIES  
Collecting books to fill libraries built by the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew for placement  
in low income neighborhoods.

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
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Conveniently located , McDonough is a v ibrant 
community with easy access to Har tsfield-Jackson 
Airpor t . A two hour dr ive wi l l  take you to the 
mountains and a four hour drive to the coastal beaches. 
Augusta National Golf Club, home to The Masters 
Golf Tournament, is just a few hours’ drive.

McDonough is a town for all seasons, and we look 
forward to sharing them with you. Our climate is 
temperate with lows in January and February ranging 
from 36 to 65 degrees. 

Henry County is a community of single family 

detached  homes . The  aver age  home pr i ce  i s 
$254,000.00. Rental proper ties average $1,400.00  
per month. 

An excellent public education system, the distr ict 
includes 28 elementar y schools, 11 middle schools 
and 11 high schools. There are several well regarded 
private schools including Eagles Landing Christian 
School and Strong Rock Christian School plus several 
others.

Piedmont Henry Hospital and its faci l it ies offer 
healthcare needs in both primary and specialized fields. 

St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church is located in McDonough, Georgia, the county seat of Henry County. 
McDonough’s charming downtown district offers unique shopping and dining. There are year-round festivals, 
enter tainment and events for all ages around the center square park. Henry County currently has a population of 
approximately 234,800 with an average age of 36 and a median household income of $65,437.00. Last year Henry 
County had the second-largest percentage increase (2.5%) in the 10-county Atlanta region bringing 5800 new 
residents to the area. 

WELCOME TO A VIBRANT AND DIVERSE 
         CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

McDonough is approximately 

35 miles from Metropolitan Atlanta and 
offers many recreational and cultural sites; 

Georgia Aquarium, Zoo Atlanta, World of Coke, 
Atlanta Botanical Gardens, the home of Dr. Mar tin 

Luther King, Jr., just to name a few. 
The Atlanta Braves, The Atlanta Falcons, The Atlanta 
Hawks, Atlanta United Soccer and NASCAR Racing 

venues are all shor t driving distances. Georgia and 
metro Atlanta has become known as 

“Hollywood of the South” and often seen 
on the square in McDonough is 

fi lming for upcoming movies. 

The Diocese of Atlanta covers the cities, towns and communities in Middle and North Georgia, including metro 
Atlanta but reaching from south of Macon to the Alabama line and north and east to the borders of Tennessee 
and South Carolina. 
Our diocesan bishop is The Right Rev. Rober t C . Wright, who was elected by the diocese in June 2012 and then 
ordained and consecrated Oct. 13, 2012. The Right Rev. Don A. Wimberly is assisting bishop. The Offices of the 
Bishop are at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta.

There are some 56,000 members in nearly 25,000 households and 114 welcoming and worshiping communities 
in this diocese. We are the EIGHTH largest of 110 dioceses in The Episcopal Church, which was founded in 1789.
The Diocese of Atlanta was created in 1907 and carved from the Diocese of Georgia. The oldest church in the 
diocese is Christ Church in Macon, organized in 1825. The newest is St. Benedict's, Smyrna, organized in 2006.

e p i s c o p a l a t l a n t a . o r g

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
https://www.episcopalatlanta.org
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F I N A N C I A L
St. Joseph’s financial position is sound and strong. The property, valued at $2.5 million, is free of encumbrance.  
The mortgage was retired in 2016 and we have funds set aside for major maintenance needs. We have always tried to 
operate on a pay-as-you-go basis. 

The sanctuary was completed in 1990. The Parish Hall and classrooms added in 1998. The pipes, built in two phases 
and the Memorial Garden were financed by a separate fund drives, exclusive of our operating budget. Last year’s expenses: 
$268,533; revenues: $292,455. Currently, we have 53 pledging units totaling $193,000. Historically, 90% of pledges  
have been fulfilled. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

Year               8:30 Sunday   10:30 Sunday     Easter        Christmas
2015                  44                99                360             192
2116                  53                95                316             228
2017                  45                77                227             184
2018                  45                74                247

SACRAMENTS

Year                Baptisms    Confirmations     Weddings      Funerals
2015                   2                  2                  1                 1
2016                   2                  6                  2                 2
2017                   1                  8                  1                 5
2018                   1                  1                  0                 1 

M E M B E R S H I P  &  A T T E N D A N C E

Total baptized 
members: 

328    

Total communicants 
in good standing: 

246

Parishioners who have remained unified and faithful 
throughout a long and difficult transition.
People who value stability and tradition.
A diverse Congregation, representing many  
backgrounds with varying theological perspectives.
Membership from all over the area, where  
many live more than five miles from the Church.
A Congregation at a crucial point in its life, motivated  
to expand and achieve a higher level of spiritual vitality.

A community committed to sound financial  
management, where the rate of giving is average  
as a percentage of household income, but ready  
to grow as needs arise.
A Church that was created by the determination  
and desire of its founders to establish an  
Episcopal worshiping community where none  
had existed before.
St, Joseph’s is proud of its heritage and ready  
to grow and expand its spiritual experience.

Knowledgeable regarding the dynamics of pastoral- 
sized churches and the unique oppor tunities offered  
by becoming a Program Parish.

Preaching with clarity to make the Scriptures  
relevant to our daily lives.

Fostering a family life ministr y that is effective  
in attracting young families and children.

Empowering and motivating people to reach  
out to bring other into the life of the church.

Being  par t of the local community and taking  
an active par t in Outreach.

Creating a process of governance that involves  
all member of the church in decision making.

Developing a Christin Formation ministr y  
to attract and interest people of all ages.

To respond with sensitivity to individuals at  
critical times and to groups in conflict.

Encouraging increased generosity to ministries  
for the work of God.

Being an example of the warm and caring 
community we want to be.

Having the skill to recognize and call and prepare 
members for leadership roles and able to delegate 
responsibility.

A leadership style that provides oppor tunities for  
input before changes are finalized and implemented.

WHO IS  THE RECTOR WE SEEK?

WHO ARE WE everyday?

Candidates for all open in-charge positions should submit materials through the Diocese of Atlanta's 
Online Application System :  http://app.smar tsheet.com/b/form/f55483f72c194ae5ba47605747ed103e

If you need assistance, please contact Assistant Transition Officer Kei Breedlove: 
kbreedlove@episcopalatlanta.org or 404-601-5352

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/f55483f72c194ae5ba47605747ed103e
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/f55483f72c194ae5ba47605747ed103e
mailto:kbreedlove@episcopalatlanta.org
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P A R I S H  C O V E N A N T We at St. Joseph’s are a community that strives to  
live out Jesus’ Great Commandment of loving God 
with our whole hear t, mind, and strength and loving 
our neighbor as ourselves. Therefore, we commit to 
living in covenant with God and one another through  
the following aspects:

We will, with God’s help, be the Church, which is 
primarily centered upon God’s love, forgiveness,  
and acceptance through Jesus Christ.

We will, with God’s help, offer God-exalted worship, 
through a variety of thought-provoking liturgies, 
music, and symbols which deepen our experience 
with the living God.

We will, with God’s help, receive the inward and 
spiritual grace that comes with the par taking in  
the outward and visible signs of the sacraments.

We will, with God’s help, come together to explore 
and expand our knowledge of scripture in order to 
grow and deepen our living/loving relationships with 
God and one another.

We will, with God’s help, pray; acknowledging  
that in prayer God hears, challenges, and blesses  
us, which contributes to a healthy, vibrant, and 
successful parish.

We will, with God’s help, seek the empowering 
presence of God, through the Holy Spirit, which 
provides us with the strength and courage to  
exercise our gifts in ministry and share our talents.

We will, with God’s help, be wise and generous 
stewards, for not only our church family, but the 
community at large.

We will, with God’s help, encourage one another to  
be God’s example of love, compassion, and selflessness 
to those we meet in our community and the world.

May the peace of God, the love of Christ, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us and work 
through us, as we strive to live into this covenant.

http://stjosephsmcdonough.org
https://www.facebook.com/St-Josephs-Episcopal-Church-415127648550183/?ref=hl

