
BOTTOM LINE: 
God knows our hearts and knows what people need. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will identify one thing that makes them unique, and they will thank God for knowing 
how to meet all their needs. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 19:1-10, Zacchaeus

MEMORY VERSE: 
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
No one knows how many licks it takes to get to the center of a Tootsie Pop. But God 
knows how to get to our center (our heart) and he gives us exactly what we need.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Search our hearts and give us the things we need. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

c
LESSON SNAPSHOT

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS



“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIV)

“How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have 
done is wonderful. I know that very well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Split the main group in two. See which group can recite the memory verse from 
memory the loudest. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other. 

c
MEMORY VERSE

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS



SKIT

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS

CHAD AND THE CANDY FACTORY: HOW MANY LICKS?

ITEM NEEDED: 

A Tootsie Roll Pop

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 3M

CHARACTERS: 

Announcer

Chad - A kid who inherited a candy factory

Willy Wacko - A candy genius

ANNOUNCER: Did you see the movie about the kid who inherited the chocolate 

factory? Did you ever wonder how it went for that kid after he went to work at the fac-

tory? Well, wonder no more! Now you can see what it’s like to be the heir of a candy 

fortune in the new series: Chad and the Candy Factory! 

Willy and Chad enter. Chad has a Tootsie Roll Pop hidden in a pocket. 

CHAD: Well, Mr. Wacko, am I a candy man now? 

WILLY: I should say so, Chad! Your new candy bar is a big hit. Everyone loves it. 

And now the whole world knows the Wacko Candy Factory is in good hands. 

CHAD: Aww, thanks, Mr. Wacko. 

WILLY: Now the world wants to know what’s next? 

CHAD: I’m way ahead of you. 

WILLY: You are? 

CHAD: Yes, sir! We’re going to make the world’s greatest, longest-lasting lollipop. 

WILLY: We are? 

c



SKIT

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS

CHAD:  We’re going to make a lollipop that takes more licks to eat than any other. 

WILLY: How are we going to do that? 

Chad pulls out the Tootsie Roll Pop. 

CHAD: Step one: we’re going to find out how many licks it takes to get to the center of 
a Tootsie Roll Pop! 

WILLY: Whoa, Chad, whoa, let me stop you right there. No one knows how many licks it 
takes to get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop, and no one ever will. 

CHAD: Sure we will! I’ll start licking it right now. 

WILLY: My boy, I’ve tried it for years. It’s no use. There’s no way to get to the center of 
a Tootsie Roll Pop. I’ve tried and I’ve tried but it’s just no use. There are some things we 
just weren’t meant to get to the center of, and chief among them are Tootsie Roll Pops 
and the human heart. 

CHAD: Hold on, Mr. Wacko. Maybe we can’t get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop, but 
God knows what’s in the center of all our hearts. He knows the good and the bad, and 
he knows exactly what we need when we need it. 

WILLY: You know, you’re right? God always seems to know what’s going on with me, 
even before I do, and he never lets me down. And I know God knows what’s in the 
hearts of other people, too. 

CHAD: I bet God knows how many licks are in the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop. 

WILLY: If anyone does, he does. But he’s not telling. 

CHAD: I’m sure glad he knows my heart. 

WILLY: Me too, Chad. Me too. 



SKIT

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS

CHAD:  We’re going to make a lollipop that takes more licks to eat than any other. 

WILLY: How are we going to do that? 

Chad pulls out the Tootsie Roll Pop. 

CHAD: Step one: we’re going to find out how many licks it takes to get to the center of 
a Tootsie Roll Pop! 

WILLY: Whoa, Chad, whoa, let me stop you right there. No one knows how many licks it 
takes to get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop, and no one ever will. 

CHAD: Sure we will! I’ll start licking it right now. 

WILLY: My boy, I’ve tried it for years. It’s no use. There’s no way to get to the center of 
a Tootsie Roll Pop. I’ve tried and I’ve tried but it’s just no use. There are some things we 
just weren’t meant to get to the center of, and chief among them are Tootsie Roll Pops 
and the human heart. 

CHAD: Hold on, Mr. Wacko. Maybe we can’t get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop, but 
God knows what’s in the center of all our hearts. He knows the good and the bad, and 
he knows exactly what we need when we need it. 

WILLY: You know, you’re right? God always seems to know what’s going on with me, 
even before I do, and he never lets me down. And I know God knows what’s in the 
hearts of other people, too. 

CHAD: I bet God knows how many licks are in the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop. 

WILLY: If anyone does, he does. But he’s not telling. 

CHAD: I’m sure glad he knows my heart. 

WILLY: Me too, Chad. Me too. 

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A box of chocolates

Pull a few candies out at random. 

Can anyone tell me what’s in the middle of this candy? How about this one? Can you 
tell just by looking if this vanilla? Chocolate? Nut-filled? Or even coconut? Until you take 
a bite, there’s no way to know what’s in these candies, is there? 

It’s hard to know things that are hidden. We can’t guess what’s in birthday packages, or 
what’s in chocolate candies, or how many licks it takes to get to the center of a Tootsie 
Roll Pop. God knows all these things because he is all-knowing, but more importantly 
than any candy trivia, God knows our hearts. 

God knows what makes us tick because God made us. We can trust God with our 
dreams, our fears, and our biggest problems because he knows what we need before 
we even ask. 

God knows what’s in the heart of every one of us. Let’s thank God for not only knowing 
us, but loving us enough to be there for us. 
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NAME THAT TOOTSIE ROLL

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Assorted fruit-flavored Tootsie Rolls or different flavored Tootsie Roll Pops 
A blindfold

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose one player for this game. Have him sit in a chair and blindfold him. The player 
must sample and identify the flavors of three Tootsie Rolls. He can sample up to five 
pieces total. If he identifies three flavors correctly, he wins. If the player guesses wrong 
three times, he loses. 

VARIATION: 
For younger kids, give them two or three answers to choose from for each candy. For 
example: “Is this Lime, Orange, or Vanilla?” 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God knows things that are hidden, including our hearts and our needs. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS

BOTTOM LINE: 
God knows our hearts and knows what people need. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will identify one thing that makes them unique, and they will thank God for knowing 
how to meet all their needs. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 19:1-10, Zacchaeus

INTRO:
There are many great mysteries in the world of food. People have wondered for years 
what the eleven herbs and spices are in the Colonel’s chicken at KFC. That secret is 
locked away in a vault and kept under tight security. So, too, is the secret formula for 
Coca-Cola. People have tried and failed for years to reverse engineer both of these 
secrets, but to no avail. 

But there’s one mystery even greater than the recipe at KFC and the formula for 
Coca-Cola. This mystery isn’t about the ingredients. It’s about the enjoyment. Adults 
and kids have tried and failed to solve this puzzle, and the mystery remains to this day. 

How many licks does it take to get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop? 

The makers of Tootsie Roll Pops created a cartoon commercial years ago that posed 
this question. The difficulty in solving the mystery isn’t so much about counting licks as 
it is counting on the impatience of the one doing the licking. Tootsie Roll Pops are 
delicious, and you can only hold out for so long before you stop licking and just take a 
bite. 

The mystery of the Tootsie Roll Pop may be as unsolvable as that of the human heart. 
We all have secrets we hide in our hearts, secrets we hide with smiles and phony 
faces. But God is never fooled by the faces we put on. God knows our hearts, and that 
is great news for all of us. 

Jesus shows how well he knows our hearts in today’s story. He goes to the house of a 
man who had cheated many people out of a great deal of money. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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Jesus shows incredible love to a man named Zacchaeus, and he gives the tax collector 
something even Zacchaeus didn’t realize he needed. 

READ LUKE 19:1-10

MAIN POINT:
Everyone was shocked that Jesus wanted to visit with Zacchaeus. All the people saw 
in him was a crooked man who took their money and gave it to the Romans. He also 
cheated many people out of extra money that he kept for himself. 

Zacchaeus was a sinner, but Jesus knew Zacchaeus’ heart. Zacchaeus needed to 
know that God loved him, and he needed someone to show him forgiveness. 
Zacchaeus was so moved by his visit with Jesus, his heart was changed. He vowed to 
pay back the people all he owed and then some. Zacchaeus and his whole house were 
saved because Jesus knew his heart and gave him the love he needed. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
Not all of us have done things like Zacchaeus. Not all of us have felt that kind of 
loneliness, or heard people whisper behind our backs. But we’ve all had days we 
wished that someone, anyone, understood how we felt inside our hearts. 

Sometimes our friends don’t get it. Neither do our Moms or Dads. But when no one else 
can understand what we’re feeling, God does. God knows when we need forgiveness. 
God knows when we need love. He knows all these things before we even ask. 

No one would have believed Zacchaeus would become a follower of Jesus, but look 
what happened. Jesus met him at the right time and in the right place. Zacchaeus was 
ready, and he responded with an open heart. 

The same Jesus that changed the life of Zacchaeus knows your heart and is waiting to 
change you too. Maybe you’re ready to make Jesus your Lord and Savior. Maybe you 
just need to know someone loves you today. Whatever it is you’re hiding behind that 
cheery smile, Jesus knows. He loves you, and he wants to give you what you need. 

How many licks does it take to get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop? Who cares? God 
knows exactly what’s in your heart, and he knows what you need. Ask Jesus to give 
you the love, the forgiveness, the blessings you need, and Jesus will be there for you. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 
Search our hearts and give us the things we need. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 
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CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS
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in him was a crooked man who took their money and gave it to the Romans. He also 
cheated many people out of extra money that he kept for himself. 

Zacchaeus was a sinner, but Jesus knew Zacchaeus’ heart. Zacchaeus needed to 
know that God loved him, and he needed someone to show him forgiveness. 
Zacchaeus was so moved by his visit with Jesus, his heart was changed. He vowed to 
pay back the people all he owed and then some. Zacchaeus and his whole house were 
saved because Jesus knew his heart and gave him the love he needed. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
Not all of us have done things like Zacchaeus. Not all of us have felt that kind of 
loneliness, or heard people whisper behind our backs. But we’ve all had days we 
wished that someone, anyone, understood how we felt inside our hearts. 

Sometimes our friends don’t get it. Neither do our Moms or Dads. But when no one else 
can understand what we’re feeling, God does. God knows when we need forgiveness. 
God knows when we need love. He knows all these things before we even ask. 

No one would have believed Zacchaeus would become a follower of Jesus, but look 
what happened. Jesus met him at the right time and in the right place. Zacchaeus was 
ready, and he responded with an open heart. 

The same Jesus that changed the life of Zacchaeus knows your heart and is waiting to 
change you too. Maybe you’re ready to make Jesus your Lord and Savior. Maybe you 
just need to know someone loves you today. Whatever it is you’re hiding behind that 
cheery smile, Jesus knows. He loves you, and he wants to give you what you need. 

How many licks does it take to get to the center of a Tootsie Roll Pop? Who cares? God 
knows exactly what’s in your heart, and he knows what you need. Ask Jesus to give 
you the love, the forgiveness, the blessings you need, and Jesus will be there for you. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 
Search our hearts and give us the things we need. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 

ICEBREAKER:
What’s your favorite flavor of Tootsie Roll Pop? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 139:14
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have the kids act out the story of Zacchaeus in a skit they create. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 19:1-10

Who was Zacchaeus? 

What did Jesus tell Zacchaeus? 

How was Zacchaeus changed by meeting Jesus? 

What is one thing that is special about you? Think about the talents and gifts God has 
given you. 

How can we thank God for knowing us and knowing the things that we need?  

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for the way you know us. Thank you for meeting all of our needs.  

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
What’s your favorite flavor of Tootsie Roll Pop? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 139:14
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have the kids act out the story of Zacchaeus in a skit they create. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 19:1-10

What did Jesus tell Zacchaeus? 

What need do you think Zacchaeus had? 

How did Zacchaeus respond to meeting Jesus? 

What is one thing that is special about you? Think about the talents and gifts God has 
given you. 

How can we thank God for knowing us and knowing the things that we need?  

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for the way you know us. Thank you for meeting all of our needs.  

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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MULTIPLE CHOICE. 

1. Zacchaeus was a 
A. Pharisee.
B. Samaritan.
C. tax collector.* 

2. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus so badly, he
A. ripped the roof off of the house he was in. 
B. climbed a tree.*
C. pushed his way through a crowd. 

3. Jesus visited Zacchaeus
A. at his house.*
B. at church. 
C. in the marketplace. 

4. After meeting Jesus, Zacchaeus vowed to
A. go back to his old life. 
B. pay back all he had stolen, plus pay interest.* 
C. collect even more money for Jesus’ ministry. 
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS

CANDY: TOOTSIE ROLL POPS

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
No one knows how many licks it takes to get to the center of a Tootsie Pop. But God 
knows how to get to our center (our heart) and he gives us exactly what we need. Luke 
19:1-10, Zacchaeus

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Share a Tootsie Roll Pop with your kids this week, and share some things that are on 
your hearts. Take some time to pray, if needed, over any concerns your kids have, and 
ask God to provide for them.    
    
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did Jesus do for Zacchaeus? 
- How did Jesus change Zacchaeus’ heart? 
- How does God know what’s in our hearts? 

 
                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIV)
       
     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Parents only wish they knew their children as well as God does, but we can trust God 
to meet their deepest needs. Pray for Jesus to be there when they need him, and pray 
that they will always turn to Jesus in their time of need. 
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Have the kids draw a picture of a talent they have that makes them unique, or 
something they are really good at as a reminder of today's lesson.
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