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LESSON SNAPSHOT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

BOTTOM LINE: 
Being a good friend, means being a good listener. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn the importance of being good listeners. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
James 1:19-20. Be slow to speak. 

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
Pencils are used to make notes when the teacher speaks. Too bad we can’t do that 
when our friends need a listening ear. Being a good friend means listening, not speak-
ing, and really hearing what someone else needs to say.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God,

Teach us to become good listeners so we can be good friends to those we love. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)

“I said, ‘Obey me. Then I will be your God. And you will be my people. Live the way I 
command you to live. Then things will go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room in half.  Pick one side to start and have them all shout the first word, 
then the other side shouts the second word, and so on until they finish the verse.

SMALL GROUP: 
Look at the verses surrounding this passage, or read the whole chapter so you can 
hear this verse in context. What was happening? How do the verses before and after 
the memory verse help you understand its meaning?
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MEMORY VERSE

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL
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SKIT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

TAKING NOTES

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Backpacks, a notebook, and pencil

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 1M/ 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Janet and Eric - Classmates in school

Janet sits on the edge of the stage, looking sad. Eric enters, crossing over. He sees 
Janet and stops. 

ERIC: Hey, Janet.

JANET: Hi, Eric.

ERIC: Gee, you sound sad. Is everything okay?

JANET: You don’t want to know.

ERIC: Hmm. Why did I ask?

JANET: It’s just been a bad week.

ERIC: Bad week, huh?

JANET: If you don’t want to hear about it, I don’t blame you.

ERIC: If you need to talk, I don’t mind.



SKIT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

JANET: Well, my dad’s had something happen at work, and as a result, Mom says I 
can’t take dance class any more.

ERIC: Really?

Eric sits, pulls out a notebook, starts to write.

JANET: Well, I can do dance, but I’d have to give up piano. And I don’t want to give up 
either.

ERIC: Oh.

JANET: So I told Kristin about it, and she got all mad at me.

ERIC: Kristin?

JANET: Kristin Conners. We’ve been best friends since we were four. In fact we met in 
dance class.

ERIC: I see.

JANET: So Kristin’s mad that I may drop dance, and she didn’t come over Monday to 
work on our science project, and now she tells me today I have to find a new partner 
because she won’t work with me any more.

ERIC: Oh my!

JANET: And my grandma’s been real sick. And now Mom and Dad say we may not get 
to go to Disney World this summer. And my dog’s on her way to the vet ‘cause she’s 
really old and she keeps getting sick all over the house.

ERIC: What’s her name?

JANET: Minnie.

ERIC: Is that with a “Y” or an “ie?”

Janet looks and sees the notebook.

JANET: What are you doing?

ERIC: Taking notes. Go on, what else is happening?
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WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL
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SKIT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

JANET: Don’t write all this down! What are you thinking?

ERIC: I don’t want to forget any of this.

JANET: Why?

ERIC: Because I want to pray for you.

JANET: You do?

ERIC: I’m not a good listener. I hear things and it’s in one ear and out the other. But if 

I write things down, I don’t miss what’s important.

JANET: You really care that much?

ERIC: Yeah.

JANET: That’s so sweet. But still... I’d rather you not write it all down. I mean if some-

one else sees it...

ERIC: Oh don’t worry. They’ll never know it’s you. I use code names.

JANET: Code names? What’s mine going to be?

ERIC: Well, let’s see. Your name’s Janet. Your name starts with a J... How about Plan-

et?

JANET: You’re a weird guy, Eric, but you’re a good friend.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

ITEMS NEEDED: 
An iPhone with Siri

Begin the lesson by showing the kids how Siri works. Ask a few questions - Where’s the 
nearest restaurant? What is a narwhal? Etc. Then let a few of the kids ask questions.

Siri was programmed to listen. Her sole purpose is to answer questions and help you 
find information. If Siri can’t understand you, she can’t help you. The programmers who 
made Siri made sure that Siri was a very good listener so she could get you what you 
need quickly. If Siri doesn’t understand, she will tell you, “I don’t understand.” Or she 
may give you a completely wild and crazy answer because she thought you said some-
thing else.

Despite her faults, Siri is a way better listener than most people. When we don’t listen 
well, we can miss important instructions, hurt someone’s feelings, or make someone 
feel less than important.

Siri doesn’t tune people out. She doesn’t get distracted. And she doesn’t wait for you 
to stop speaking so she can speak her mind. She listens, and then she responds. Let’s 
ask God to help us learn from Siri, to be good listeners who show we truly care about 
others.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL
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LARGE GROUP GAME

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

SIMON SAYS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
None

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Play a rapid-fire, high stakes game of Simon Says with 10 kids. Give directions quickly 
and in quick succession. Keep the kids moving. Who will be the last person standing? 

VARIATION: 
Go easier on the younger kids, but for an older group, a drill sergeant approach would 
be awesome. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
The key to winning this game is to be the best listener. Listen well, and Simon won’t 
stump you!
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

BOTTOM LINE: 
Being a good friend, means being a good listener. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn the importance of being good listeners. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
James 1:19-20. Be slow to speak. 

INTRO
Quick: what’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think of school supplies?

If you ask most people, the first answer to come to mind is going to be - pencils! Look 
at any back to school ad, and I guarantee you, right near the top, you’re going to see 
pencils.

Pencils are needed in every subject. You use pencils to learn letters and numbers; to 
learn spelling; to do math problems; and to take tests. As you get older, you will use 
pencils more and more to do something else - take notes. You’ll take notes in every 
class and every subject, notes that you will need to do homework and pass a test that 
you will take with - what else? A pencil! 

But when it comes to note taking, there’s another “tool” that’s even more critical than 
your pencil. It’s not in your desk, or in your book bag. It’s on the side of your head. It’s 
your ear. When it’s time to take notes, your notes will only be as good as your ears. 
Listen well, and you’ll have good notes. Listen poorly... well, you better hope that most 
of the answers come from the book.

It’s not surprising that many people are poor note takers. We’re bad listeners outside 
the classroom, not just when the teacher speaks. When our friends talk to us, we 
don’t always listen well either. Sometimes we simply tune people out, don’t care, or 
we get distracted and don’t give other people the attention they need.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

BOTTOM LINE: 
Being a good listener is being a good friend. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn the importance of being good listeners. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
James 1:19-20. Be slow to speak. 

INTRO
Quick: what’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think of school supplies?

If you ask most people, the first answer to come to mind is going to be - pencils! Look 
at any back to school ad, and I guarantee you, right near the top, you’re going to see 
pencils.

Pencils are needed in every subject. You use pencils to learn letters and numbers; to 
learn spelling; to do math problems; and to take tests. As you get older, you will use 
pencils more and more to do something else - take notes. You’ll take notes in every 
class and every subject, notes that you will need to do homework and pass a test that 
you will take with - what else? A pencil!

But when it comes to note taking, there’s another “tool” that’s even more critical than 
your pencil. It’s not in your desk, or in your book bag. It’s on the side of your head. It’s 
your ear. When it’s time to take notes, your notes will only be as good as your ears. 
Listen well, and you’ll have good notes. Listen poorly... well, you better hope that most 
of the answers come from the book.

It’s not surprising that many people are poor note takers. We’re bad listeners outside 
the classroom, not just when the teacher speaks. When our friends talk to us, we don’t 
always listen well either. Sometimes we simply tune people out. We don’t care. Or we 
don’t want to hear it. 

LARGE GROUP LESSON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

Sometimes we are only listening so we know when we can finally speak. We don’t care 
what the other person is saying, and we’re just waiting for a chance to say what we 
want. 

God wants us to resist the urge to tune people out or ignore others. He wants us to 
stay alert, and to listen. That’s part of being a good friend, listening when your friends 
need to talk about something and paying attention to what they’re saying.  It’s also what 
James told the early church they needed to do. 

READ James 1:19-20

MAIN POINT
James tells us that we need to be slow to speak. We need to close our mouths, hold 
our tongues, and listen. That’s the first step to real communication - learning to just be 
quiet and listen. 

DRIVE IT HOME
If you want others to listen to you, you have to be a good friend and good listener your-
self. But listening isn’t just about getting the chance to have your say. It’s doing the right 
thing and being a friend to those in need. 

Friends who are having hard times don’t need lectures. They need listeners. They need 
us to hear them, to pay attention, and to let them know we understand. When we listen, 
we gain understanding. When we listen, we know what other people need. When we 
listen, we know how to pray for our friends. 

It would be easier, like we saw in the skit, if we could take notes. But let’s face it - if you 
have to take notes on what your friends tell you, you’re not gonna have many friends. 
But if you take time to listen, over and over, you’ll find yourself remembering more and 
more. Not only that, you’ll find that more friends will open up to you. When they know 
you care enough to listen, they’ll want you to hear more. They’ll also be far more likely 
to listen when you get the chance to speak and share Jesus with them. 

Listening doesn’t come natural, but that’s no excuse for doing it poorly. Ask God to help 
you become a good listener. Practice being quiet and listening every chance you get - 
with friends, with family, with teachers, with everyone. Ask questions if you don’t under-
stand. And whatever you do, don’t respond without hearing what’s being said. 

Being a good communicator means being a good listener. Let’s ask God to help 
us learn to listen so we can be the friends our classmates need. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER 
Dear God, Teach us to become good listeners so we can be good friends to those 
we love.

In Jesus’ name, Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

ICEBREAKER
What’s your favorite thing to listen to? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Jeremiah 7:23b
Look at the verses surrounding this passage, or read the whole chapter so you can 
hear this verse in context. What was happening? How do the verses before and after 
the memory verse help you understand its meaning? 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids stand up and play the telephone game with a fairy tale. Tell part of a fairy 
tale in 3-4 short sentences and see how it changes by the time it gets back around to 
you. (some ideas: Little Red Riding Hood, the 3 Little Pigs, Jack and the Beanstalk)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Who are some important people to listen to? 

Why is it important to listen to those people? 

Read James 1:19-20

Why is being slow to speak important? 

What can we do to help us be better listeners in school? 

What can we do to be better listeners to our friends? 

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 
Forgive us for the times we don’t listen well. Teach us to be better listeners so we can 
be good friends to those around us. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

ICEBREAKER
What’s your favorite thing to listen to? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Jeremiah 7:23b
Look at the verses surrounding this passage, or read the whole chapter so you can 
hear this verse in context. What was happening? How do the verses before and after 
the memory verse help you understand its meaning? 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids stand up and play the telephone game with a fairy tale. Tell part of a fairy 
tale in 3-4 short sentences and see how it changes by the time it gets back around to 
you. (some ideas: Little Red Riding Hood, the 3 Little Pigs, Jack and the Beanstalk) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
James 1:19-20

Why do we need to be slow to speak when we listen to others? 

Who do you have the most trouble listening to? 

How do you feel when you feel like no one is really listening to you? 

What can we do to become better listeners? 

How can being good listeners make us a better witness for Jesus? 

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 
Forgive us for the times we don’t listen well. Teach us to be better listeners so we can 
be good friends to those around us. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

True or False

Good listeners are people who don’t let themselves get distracted from the person 
talking. 
TRUE

It’s more important to tell someone what you think than to listen to his or her thoughts. 
FALSE

You usually don’t need to listen to people because you already know the answer to their 
problems. 
FALSE

Good friends always try to be good listeners. 
TRUE

People are more likely to listen to you if you listen to them first. 
TRUE



5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: PENCIL

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Today we talked about being good listeners for our friends, teachers, and others. When 
we listen well, we show that we are good friends, and other people are more willing to 
hear what we have to say.

      
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
When you ask your kids for help this week, see whether they respond right away or not. 
Remind them of the importance of being a good listener.
  
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why is it important to listen to others before we speak? 
- How does being a good listener show we are a good friend? 
- What are some things we can do to be better listeners? 

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)
       
      
       PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Kids learn best by example. Show them how to be good listeners to you by being a 
good listener to them! 
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TAKE HOME

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: PENCIL

Give each of the kids a pencil as they leave as a reminder that they need to “take note” 
and be good listeners. 




