
BOTTOM LINE: 
God can give us the courage to stand up for him. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will come up with a kind way to respond to someone who challenges their belief in 
God. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Joshua 1:1-9, Be Strong And Courageous

MEMORY VERSE: 
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
These marshmallow-filled candies are soft and gooey, just like us when we lose our 
courage. But having God in our lives can help us be brave.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Give us the courage to stand up for you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIV)

“How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have 
done is wonderful. I know that very well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Choose four kids who think they know the verse. Line them up on stage. Have the kids 
recite the memory verse, with each kid saying one word, starting left to right. When you 
get to the kid on the right, go back to the kid on the far left. Keep going until they get 
through the whole verse. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids collaborate on a musical version of the Bible verse. Can it be sung to a 
popular tune, or can you invent your own? 
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SKIT

CANDY: PEEPS

CHAD AND THE CANDY FACTORY: STARTING OVER

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A chocolate bar on a tray

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 3M

CHARACTERS: 
Announcer
Chad - A kid who inherited a candy factory
Willy Wacko - A candy genius

ANNOUNCER: Did you see the movie about the kid who inherited the chocolate 
factory? Did you ever wonder how it went for that kid after he went to work at the 
factory? Well, wonder no more! Now you can see what it’s like to be the heir of a candy 
fortune in the new series: Chad and the Candy Factory! 

Chad walks on stage. 

CHAD: Okay, Chad, this is it. The Chad Bar was a failure, but we’re moving beyond the 
Chad Bar. This one’s going to be a hit. Deep breaths, buddy. You can do this.

Willy enters.

WILLY Hello, Chad.

CHAD: Mr. Wacko! Hello!

WILLY: I’m ready for the pitch. What’s the amazing new product you have for me?

CHAD: Mr. Wacko, I hope you’re not wearing shoes, because your socks are going to 
get blown right through them!

WILLY: Yipes! I better take off my shoes.

Willy steps out of his shoes. Chad sniffs the air.
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CHAD: Eww, what’s that smell?

WILLY: Nothing!

Willy puts his shoes back on.

WILLY: Okay, Chad, let me have it.

CHAD: Mr. Wacko, for years, people have loved the Wacko Bar. It’s the best selling 
candy bar on the market.

WILLY: Tell me something I don’t know.

CHAD: My grandpa has six fingers.

WILLY: What??

CHAD: You said tell you something you don’t know!

WILLY: Sorry I did!

CHAD: Mr. Wacko, the world doesn’t need a new candy bar. They love the Wacko Bar. 
So, instead of a whole new bar, I am proud to introduce you to the Wacko Bar in the 
new, improved package!

Chad unveils the candy bar on the tray.

CHAD: Ta da!

WILLY: Oh Chad, really? This is what you have for me? A new candy bar that’s 
not new?

CHAD: It’s new, Mr. Wacko. See? New colors, new packaging.

WILLY: The world wants a new candy, Chad. What happened to the bold, courageous 
kid who created the Chad Bar?

CHAD: Mr. Wacko, the Chad Bar was a disaster.

WILLY: So what? I’ve had many disasters. Don’t let one disappointment take away your 
courage. You’re a candy man, not a candy marshmallow!

CHAD: What did you say?
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WILLY: I said you’re not a marshmallow. Marshmallows are soft and squishy, like 
people with no courage. But when we have God in our lives, we don’t have to be afraid 
of anything!

CHAD: You’re right, Mr. Wacko, and you gave me a great idea for a new candy bar! We 
need a candy bar with marshmallows in it!

WILLY: My boy, that’s genius! There’s not a candy bar on the market with marsh
mallows. It just might work!

CHAD: Then let’s get to it! I need some marshmallows and some chocolate!

Chad runs off.

WILLY: What do you know? The boy has courage after all. 



ITEMS NEEDED: 
A pillow
A footstool

I have two objects here. A pillow and a footstool. Both of these are useful, but for very 
different reasons. For example, if you needed to reach the video game controllers, and 
they were up on a high shelf, which one of these would give you the extra reach you 
need?

For all you little guys and girls, if you needed something to reach the faucet and the 
soap, which of these would you use?

If your Mom had a package of Peeps hidden in a high cabinet, and you wanted to reach 
them, which of these would you use to give you that extra boost?

Pillows and peeps are soft and fluffy. They have their purpose, but they certainly don’t 
help you stand tall. They aren’t very strong, and if you put any weight on them, they will 
get crushed. How many of you have felt crushed when you lost your courage?

God doesn’t want us to crumble under pressure. He will give us the boost we need to 
stand up for him. He will help us step up to defend the weak. We can stand tall beside 
him and do the right thing.

Ask God to help you know when to rest and when to stand tall. Don’t be soft if he is 
calling you to step up.
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TOWER OF PEEPS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Peeps
Toothpicks

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose one player for this game. The player will have sixty seconds to build a tower 
of Peeps, stacking one Peep on top of the other, using toothpicks to attach one to the 
next. If he can get a standing tower of six Peeps in sixty seconds or less, he wins a 
prize. 

VARIATION: 
For older kids, make them build the Peeps without the toothpicks. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Don’t be soft as a marshmallow. Let God make you strong and courageous. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
God can give us the courage to stand up for him. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will come up with a kind way to respond to someone who challenges their belief in 
God. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Joshua 1:1-9, Be Strong And Courageous

INTRO:
Have you noticed how some candies we normally only see once a year are starting 
to invade other holidays? For example, you used to see Reese’s Peanut Butter eggs 
at Easter. Now, you can get Reese’s Pumpkins at Halloween and Reese’s Christmas 
Trees at Christmas. Cadbury Cream Eggs have expanded beyond Easter too. Now, 
at Halloween, you can get Cadbury Scream Eggs with the green monster yolk inside. 
Sure, it’s a little creepy, and yes, they only did it to make more money. But it’s a 
Cadbury Cream Egg in October. Are you going to turn that treat down?

Another candy that has moved past its Easter-only status is Peeps. Peeps are one of 
the signature candy treats of Easter. Peeps are marshmallows shaped like little birdies 
or bunnies, and they come in all sorts of colors. You can get Peeps at Christmas, 
Halloween, and Valentines in shapes and colors that match all the big candy holidays. 
It’s a good time to be a fan of Peeps, wouldn’t you say? 

Did you know that Peeps can grow? How many of you have ever seen what happens to 
a Peep in the microwave? Ask an adult to try it some time. Put a Peep in the microwave 
on a plate for 30-60 seconds, and that little Peep will magically transform into a BIG 
Peep!

But no matter how big that Peep gets, it’s still a Peep. Peeps are marshmallows, and 
marshmallows are squishy. Marshmallows will give in under pressure, and if you were 
to set anything on that marshmallow, it would be squished.

Sometimes when we are faced with challenges, we turn into marshmallows too. We’d 
rather give in than take a stand, and we shy away from speaking up. God doesn’t want 
us to be timid or soft when it comes to doing what is right. 
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He wants us to be strong and courageous – just like Joshua.

READ JOSHUA 1:1-9

MAIN POINT:
Joshua had a tough job. He was the man God called to lead Israel after Moses died. 
That meant Joshua was going to lead Israel into battle against some scary people with 
giant armies. God told Joshua he had nothing to fear. “Be strong and courageous,” God 
said,” and I will go with you.”

None of us are likely to ever face an army, but we face our share of challenges. 
Whenever you face a challenge because you are a Christian, God’s message to you is 
the same as it was to Joshua. Be strong and courageous, and I will be with you.

DRIVE IT HOME:
It’s easy to be a Christian and say you believe in Jesus here at church, but we only 
come here once a week. Outside of church we run into people who do not believe in 
God like we do. There are people who make fun of us for believing in God. There are 
some who want to argue and say, “There’s no proof that God is real! How can you 
believe in such nonsense?” They want us to stop believing, or just to keep it to 
ourselves. They don’t want to even know what we believe.

God loves those people the same as he loves you and me, and he is counting on us 
to let them know that Jesus died for them too. We can’t do that if we turn into squishy 
marshmallows, can we? We need Jesus to make us strong and courageous so we 
won’t be silent about our faith.

There’s another thing that makes Christians get all squishy too: peer pressure. When 
we see other kids doing the wrong thing and they ask us to join in, It can be very hard 
to resist. We all want to fit in, and we don’t want our friends to think we are chicken. 
Thankfully, Jesus can give us the strength to face peer pressure. Even if it’s your best 
friend telling you to ignore God and ignore your parents and do the wrong thing, Jesus 
can help you take a stand and show your friends the right thing to do.

Peeps are soft, chewy, squishy treats, not only at Easter but all year long. Christians 
aren’t supposed to be soft and squishy. Jesus wants to make us strong and courageous 
so we can show others that God loves them. Be strong and courageous, and God 
promises he will be with you wherever you go.
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the courage to stand up for you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the courage to stand up for you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

ICEBREAKER:
Peeps: love ‘em or hate ‘em? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 139:14
Have the kids collaborate on a musical version of the Bible verse. Can it be sung to a 
popular tune, or can you invent your own? 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
How soft are those Peeps? Set some Peeps on a paper plate on the floor. Drop a 
baseball on them from different heights. How high does the baseball have to be before 
the Peeps get totally smashed? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Joshua 1:1-9

Who was Joshua? 

What did God ask Joshua to do? 

What advice did God have for Joshua? 

What are some ways kids or adults have challenged your belief in God? 

How can we stand up for Jesus, in a kind way, to someone who doesn’t believe in God? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the courage to stand up for Jesus so that others can know that Jesus loves 
them. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
Peeps: love ‘em or hate ‘em? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 139:14
Have the kids collaborate on a musical version of the Bible verse. Can it be sung to a 
popular tune, or can you invent your own? 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
How soft are those Peeps? Set some Peeps on a paper plate on the floor. Drop a 
baseball on them from different heights. How high does the baseball have to be before 
the Peeps get totally smashed? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Joshua 1:1-9

What challenge did Joshua face?  

What did God promise Joshua? 

Why is it important for us to be strong and not hide our faith? 

What are some ways kids or adults have challenged your belief in God? 

How can we stand up for Jesus, in a kind way, to someone who doesn’t believe in God? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the courage to stand up for Jesus so that others can know Jesus loves them. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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FILL IN THE BLANK. 

Joshua took over as leader of _______ after the death of Moses. 
ISRAEL

God wanted Joshua to lead Israel into the __________________. 
PROMISED LAND

God told Joshua to be _______ and ______________. 
STRONG, COURAGEOUS

God also told Joshua to never stop reading the ________________. 
BOOK OF THE LAW

God promised, “I will be with you __________ you go.” 
WHEREVER
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: PEEPS

CANDY: PEEPS

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
These marshmallow-filled candies are soft and gooey, just like us when we lose our 
courage. But having God in our lives can help us be brave. Joshua 1:1-9, Be Strong 
And Courageous.

     
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Have your kids faced any challenges to their faith? Have you? Talk to your kids about 
how they can respond with love and kindness, while taking a stand for Jesus.   
    

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did God ask Joshua to do? 
- What did God promise Joshua? 
- Why does God want us to be strong and courageous? 

                  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 (NIV)
       
     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
If we are not courageous about our faith, how will people know that Jesus really loves 
them? Pray for strength for your kids and for you so that your family can point others to 
Jesus.  
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Have the kids make a Marshmallow Man out of toothpicks and big and small 
marshmallows to take home for a treat. (Remember to take out the toothpicks before 
you eat it! 
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