
BOTTOM LINE: 
God wants us to love our enemies. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will name one way they can show love and kindness to an “enemy” this week. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 5:43-48, Love Your Enemies

MEMORY VERSE: 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” John 13:34 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
God wants us to be Mr. (or Ms.) Goodbar towards other people, even if they’re not so 
good to us. In other words, we’re supposed to love our enemies. 

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Give us big hearts so we can love our enemies. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

c
LESSON SNAPSHOT

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR



“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” John 13:34 (NIV)

“I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I 
have loved you.” John 13:34 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room between girls and boys. Have the boys read the verse aloud, then have 
the girls read it aloud. Who can read the loudest? 

SMALL GROUP: 
K-2nd: Give all of the kids a Bible. Show the kids where the table of contents is and 
how to find the book of John. After all of the kids find the book of John in their Bibles, 
explain to them how to find the chapter and verse.

3rd-5th: Give all the kids a Bible. Then, after you read the verse, give them the refer-
ence and see who can find it first in their Bible.

c
MEMORY VERSE

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR



SKIT

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

CANDYMAN LOVES HIS ENEMIES

ITEM NEEDED: 
A super hero costume

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Lucy - A news reporter
Candyman - A super hero

Lucy enters with Candyman, who is covering his eye. 

LUCY: Well, Candyman, that was certainly a tough battle.  

CANDYMAN: You can say that again. 

LUCY: I appreciate you coming to save me and all, but Candyman, Rat Rattigan is 
still at large. 

CANDYMAN: They don’t call you an investigative reporter for nothing. 

LUCY: I’m serious, Candyman, the villain who held this city hostage got away. 

CANDYMAN: And there’s a very good reason for that. He beat me up. 

LUCY: I’ll say he did. He beat you like you were cake batter. 

CANDYMAN: Cake batter? Really? I thought it was more like brownie batter. 

LUCY: You know, most super heroes can actually fight. 

CANDYMAN: I’m a lover, not a fighter. And I have a super power that will allow me to 
bring Rat to justice without throwing a punch. 

LUCY: What are you going to do, hit his fists with your face? 
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SKIT

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

CANDYMAN: I’m going to give him… a Mr. Goodbar! 

LUCY: Mr. Goodbar? You mean like the candy bar? 

CANDYMAN: Precisely! 

LUCY: Why on Earth are you going to give that evil man a Mr. Goodbar? 

CANDYMAN: Because he likes them! 

LUCY: How do you know? 

CANDYMAN: Because that’s my super power. I know everyone’s favorite candy, 
and Rat Rattigan loooooves Mr. Goodbar! And who can blame him? Mr. Goodbar is a 
delightful combination of Hershey’s chocolate with crunchy peanuts. 

LUCY: And Rat Rattigan is a nut who likes to build bombs and scare old ladies! He’s the 
enemy! 

CANDYMAN: And what does the Bible say? Love you enemies! Don’t hate ‘em, 
love ‘em, so that they can know God loves them. 

LUCY: Do you really think that a guy like Rat Rattigan would change his ways for a 
candy bar? 

CANDYMAN: If it’s given in love. 

LUCY: That’s insane! 

CANDYMAN: Is it any more insane than watching me trade fists with him again? 

LUCY: You’re right. You stand a better chance with Mr. Goodbar. 

CANDYMAN: To the Walgreens, Lucy, and not a moment to lose! 

Candyman grabs Lucy by the arm and drags her off stage. 



SKIT

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

CANDYMAN: I’m going to give him… a Mr. Goodbar! 

LUCY: Mr. Goodbar? You mean like the candy bar? 

CANDYMAN: Precisely! 

LUCY: Why on Earth are you going to give that evil man a Mr. Goodbar? 

CANDYMAN: Because he likes them! 

LUCY: How do you know? 

CANDYMAN: Because that’s my super power. I know everyone’s favorite candy, 
and Rat Rattigan loooooves Mr. Goodbar! And who can blame him? Mr. Goodbar is a 
delightful combination of Hershey’s chocolate with crunchy peanuts. 

LUCY: And Rat Rattigan is a nut who likes to build bombs and scare old ladies! He’s the 
enemy! 

CANDYMAN: And what does the Bible say? Love you enemies! Don’t hate ‘em, 
love ‘em, so that they can know God loves them. 

LUCY: Do you really think that a guy like Rat Rattigan would change his ways for a 
candy bar? 

CANDYMAN: If it’s given in love. 

LUCY: That’s insane! 

CANDYMAN: Is it any more insane than watching me trade fists with him again? 

LUCY: You’re right. You stand a better chance with Mr. Goodbar. 

CANDYMAN: To the Walgreens, Lucy, and not a moment to lose! 

Candyman grabs Lucy by the arm and drags her off stage. 

ITEM NEEDED: 
A Mr. Goodbar

Let me ask you a few questions about our friend Mr. Goodbar here. How many of you 
like Mr. Goodbar? 

If you don’t like him, or at least don’t care for the peanuts, do you at least like a Hershey 
bar? 

If your neighbor gave you a Mr. Goodbar at Halloween, how would you feel? 

If you best friend gave you a Mr. Goodbar, just because, how would you feel? 

What if your worst enemy gave you a Mr. Goodbar? How would you feel about that? 

It would be strange to get a candy bar from an enemy. You would probably check it 
out to make sure he hadn’t tampered with it, right? So you can imagine how strange it 
would feel to our enemies if we showed them a little love. 

People who are mean expect others to be mean back. When they are treated with love, 
it gets their attention. That’s when God steps in and shows those mean people they are 
really and truly loved. 

It’s not easy to love people who don’t love you, but try it, and see if God can use you to 
change a heart and maybe make a friend.  

c
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EVIL KARAOKE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A karaoke machine - or song lyrics and musical track (for a love song, of course) 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game. This is a singing contest, and the audience will 
decide the winner. In this contest, however, the winner is not the best singer, but 
the one who best sings the song in the style of an evil villain. Let the kids choose a 
villain to sing as, and then give each one a turn singing. 

VARIATION: 
For older kids, throw a few evil villain names in a hat and let them draw out the 
names of the people they sing as. Suggestions: Darth Vader, Zurg, Minions or Gru, 
Bruce the Shark.
An alternative if you don't have a karaoke machine, would be to use a computer to 
Youtube a few soundtracks or just have the kids sing a simple song with no music like 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star or Happy Birthday. or the Barney Song.

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God wants us to love our enemies.  
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EVIL KARAOKE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A karaoke machine - or song lyrics and musical track (for a love song, of course) 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game. This is a singing contest, and the audience will 
decide the winner. In this contest, however, the winner is not the best singer, but the 
one who best sings the song in the style of an evil villain. Let the kids choose a “bad 
guy” or “bad girl” to sing as, and then give each one a turn singing. 

VARIATION: 
For older kids, throw a few evil villain names in a hat and let them draw out the names 
of the people they sing as. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God wants us to love our enemies.  
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LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

BOTTOM LINE: 
God wants us to love our enemies. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will name one way they can show love and kindness to an “enemy” this week. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 5:43-48, Love Your Enemies

INTRO:
There are many varieties of small candies to be enjoyed. You can find bags with 
bite-sized Snickers, Milky Way, 3 Musketeers, Twix, you name it. These bite-sized 
candies are always a treat, but there’s one bag in particular that stands above them all: 
the Hershey bag. The Hershey’s mini candy bar bag is perfect for snacking and sharing 
because you get four distinctive candy bars in the same bag: Hershey’s milk chocolate, 
Hershey’s Special Dark, the crispy Krackel bar, and the peanut-filled Mr. Goodbar.

Mr. Goodbar has to be one of the friendliest names for a candy. Like all the other 
varieties of Hershey’s mini-bars, it comes in full-size as well. It’s Hershey’s milk 
chocolate with peanuts inside, and for those who like peanuts in their chocolate, it’s a 
treat guaranteed to make you smile.

The only thing better than enjoying a Mr. Goodbar is sharing that chocolatey, peanutty 
treat with a friend. I bet there’s not a single person in here who wouldn’t share one with 
a friend. But how many of you are likely to offer a Mr. Goodbar to someone who doesn’t 
like you? How many of you are going to give any kind of candy to someone you think of 
as an enemy?

When we think of sharing candy, we think of friends or family. We don’t think about 
offering chocolate to people who don’t get along with us. They can get their own candy, 
right?

Jesus tells us in our memory verse, John 13:34, that we are to love other people as 
God has loved us. Those two words, “other people,” are not exclusive. That means 
“other people” includes the family we love, the friends we love, and the people we don’t 
love! It means God wants us to be Mr. and Miss Goodbars and love everyone – even 
our enemies. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

READ MATTHEW 5:43-48

MAIN POINT:
The people of Israel had long lived by the Old Testament law that permitted people to 
get even with those who hurt them. A tooth for a tooth and eye for an eye. Imagine how 
stunned they were to hear Jesus say, “No more paybacks, no more getting even. When 
someone is cruel to you, you be kind back.” How crazy is that? 

Jesus spoke these words early in his ministry. He let us know right from the start that 
loving our enemies is not an option. Jesus loves everyone, and he died on the cross for 
everyone. He died for the men who arrested him, who hurt him, and who nailed him to 
the cross just the same as he died for all of us sitting here. He died for the people you 
love and for every person who has ever made you mad. As followers of Jesus, he is 
counting on us to share that love with everyone we meet.

DRIVE IT HOME:
It isn’t easy to love someone who mistreats you or calls you names. When others hurt 
us, our natural reaction is to get even, to hurt them back. And truth be told, that’s what 
our enemies expect of us. They want us to call them names back so they will feel 
justified in calling us names and pushing us down. They’re mean to us; we’re mean to 
them. On and on it goes.

But what do you think that mean person would do if you said something nice instead of 
calling him a jerk? What if you smiled and told that person to have a good day after he 
gave you a shove? What if you complimented your enemies every time they tried to cut 
you down?

If you started telling people who don’t like you nice things and treated them with 
kindness, they would probably think you were crazy. But that’s what everyone thought 
about Jesus and his followers. Why would Jesus heal a man who had come to arrest 
him? Why would Jesus pray, “Father, forgive them?” as he died on the cross? Why 
would Paul and Silas stay in jail after the earthquake shook the walls of the prison and 
broke their chains?

Jesus loves everyone, and if we want to call ourselves Christians, we should love our 
enemies. We may be the only chance some people have of seeing the love of Jesus. 
Why would we waste that opportunity, just to get back at someone who hurt us?

There’s enough revenge and payback in this world. God is looking for Mr. Goodbar and 
Miss Goodbar. He wants us to love our enemies, to blow their minds with our kindness, 
so they will know that Jesus loves them too!



LARGE GROUP LESSON

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

READ MATTHEW 5:43-48

MAIN POINT:
The people of Israel had long lived by the Old Testament law that permitted people to 
get even with those who hurt them. A tooth for a tooth and eye for an eye. Imagine how 
stunned they were to hear Jesus say, “No more paybacks, no more getting even. When 
someone is cruel to you, you be kind back.” How crazy is that? 

Jesus spoke these words early in his ministry. He let us know right from the start that 
loving our enemies is not an option. Jesus loves everyone, and he died on the cross for 
everyone. He died for the men who arrested him, who hurt him, and who nailed him to 
the cross just the same as he died for all of us sitting here. He died for the people you 
love and for every person who has ever made you mad. As followers of Jesus, he is 
counting on us to share that love with everyone we meet.

DRIVE IT HOME:
It isn’t easy to love someone who mistreats you or calls you names. When others hurt 
us, our natural reaction is to get even, to hurt them back. And truth be told, that’s what 
our enemies expect of us. They want us to call them names back so they will feel 
justified in calling us names and pushing us down. They’re mean to us; we’re mean to 
them. On and on it goes.

But what do you think that mean person would do if you said something nice instead of 
calling him a jerk? What if you smiled and told that person to have a good day after he 
gave you a shove? What if you complimented your enemies every time they tried to cut 
you down?

If you started telling people who don’t like you nice things and treated them with 
kindness, they would probably think you were crazy. But that’s what everyone thought 
about Jesus and his followers. Why would Jesus heal a man who had come to arrest 
him? Why would Jesus pray, “Father, forgive them?” as he died on the cross? Why 
would Paul and Silas stay in jail after the earthquake shook the walls of the prison and 
broke their chains?

Jesus loves everyone, and if we want to call ourselves Christians, we should love our 
enemies. We may be the only chance some people have of seeing the love of Jesus. 
Why would we waste that opportunity, just to get back at someone who hurt us?

There’s enough revenge and payback in this world. God is looking for Mr. Goodbar and 
Miss Goodbar. He wants us to love our enemies, to blow their minds with our kindness, 
so they will know that Jesus loves them too!

LARGE GROUP LESSON

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us big hearts so we can love our enemies. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
What’s your favorite “nutty” candy? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 13:34
Give all of the kids a Bible. Show the kids where the table of contents is and how to find 
the book of John. After all of the kids find the book of John in their Bibles, explain to 
them how to find the chapter and verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have the kids create a skit that shows a super hero treating his or her enemies with 
love. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 5:43-48

What had the people been taught about treating their enemies? 

What was the new way that Jesus told people to treat their enemies? 

Why should we love people who are mean to us? 

Can you think of someone who has been mean to you, or someone you have treated 
poorly? 

What is something you can do this week to treat that person with kindness?  

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to love our enemies, and forgive us for the times we’ve mistreated others. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

c
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR



ICEBREAKER:
What’s your favorite “nutty” candy? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 13:34
Give all the kids a Bible.  Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have the kids create a skit that shows a super hero treating his or her enemies with 
love. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 5:43-48

What did Jesus tell the people to do to their enemies? 

Why should we love people who are mean to us? 

How can loving our enemies help them to find Jesus? 

Can you think of someone who has been mean to you, or someone you have treated 
poorly? 

What will you do this week to show kindness to someone who has been unkind to you? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to love our enemies, and forgive us for the times we’ve mistreated others. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

c
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR



TRUE OR FALSE 

A common teaching was for people to pay back their enemies, an eye for an eye. 
TRUE

Jesus upset some people when he told them to start following a new set of rules. 
TRUE

Jesus told the people to love their enemies. 
TRUE

By loving our enemies, we can show them that Jesus loves them too. 
TRUE

God doesn’t expect us to love someone who really hurts our feelings. 
FALSE 

c
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: MR. GOODBAR

CANDY: MR. GOODBAR

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
God wants us to be Mr. (or Ms.) Goodbar towards other people, even if they’re not so 
good to us. In other words, we’re supposed to love our enemies. Matthew 5:43-48, 
Love Your Enemies.

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Read a story with your kids, something with good guys and bad guys. After you read it, 
ask your kids if they can come up with an alternate ending, where the good guys win by 
showing love to the bad guys instead of fighting them?       
    
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did Jesus say about how we should treat our enemies? 
- Do you have people who mistreat you at school? 
- What can you do to show love to people who aren’t always kind?  

 
                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” John 13:34 (NIV)
       
     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Do you struggle with loving others, especially those who treat you like an enemy? 
You’re not alone. It’s a struggle every Christian faces but one we must overcome. Pray 
for your kids to learn to love others, even those who mistreat them, and pray for a 
loving heart so that you can do the same. 
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Have the kids draw a picture of someone showing love and kindness to an enemy, 
such as Luke Skywalker with Darth Vader, or Batman with the Joker. Something fun but 
something to remind them that they need to love their enemies. 

c
CRAFT ACTIVITY
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