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LESSON SNAPSHOT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

BOTTOM LINE: 
Remembering God’s blessings helps us to have faith. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn to count their blessings so their trust in God will grow. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Joshua 24:1-15. Joshua reminds the people of God’s faithfulness. 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
Having a folder helps us keep track of all that we’ve finished.  God wants us to keep 
a “folder” of memories of all the good he has done for us. We remember to trust God 
when we look back at all the things He has done for us.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God,

Thank you for loving us, and thank you for always being there. Help us remember your 
goodness, and strengthen our faith in good times and bad. 

In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)

“I said, ‘Obey me. Then I will be your God. And you will be my people. Live the way I 
command you to live. Then things will go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Write each word of the verse on a poster board. Bring enough kids on stage so each 
kid can hold one of the words. Then have the kids unscramble the words and put them 
in order on stage so the audience can read it. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Give all the kids a Bible.  Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.
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SKIT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

FAITHFUL FOOTSTOOL

ITEMS NEEDED: 

A footstool, a paper airplane

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 2M

CHARACTERS: 

Eric and Joe - Two trouble makers

Eric and Joe peek out on stage.

ERIC: Coast is clear! Let’s go!

Eric runs to center stage and sets a footstool down. Joe follows 

him. ERIC: Okay, man, let ‘er rip.

Joe steps up to the footstool, then backs away.

JOE: Can’t do it, man.

ERIC: What?

JOE: I can’t do it!

ERIC: Why not?

JOE: I don’t trust it, man!

ERIC: We’re not going to get in trouble, man.
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JOE: I’m not worried about getting in trouble!

ERIC: Then what are you worried about?

JOE: That.

Joe points at the footstool.

ERIC: You’re kidding.

JOE: Nope.

ERIC: You don’t trust the footstool?

JOE: Not at all, no.

ERIC: It’s your footstool.

JOE: I know, but I’m sorry, I don’t trust it.

ERIC: What are you afraid of?

JOE: I don’t know, man, it just doesn’t look right.

ERIC: It’s the same footstool you’ve used a dozen times over.

Eric pulls out a tape measure and measures the stool - length, height, width.

ERIC: See? See? See? Nothing’s changed.

JOE: What if it lets me down this time? What if it breaks? What if I fall off?

ERIC: Joe, this footstool has never let you down. Remember the time you had to 
change that lightbulb in your grandma’s laundry room?

JOE: Yes.

ERIC: Did it break? Did you fall off?

JOE: No.

ERIC: And what about the time you used it to get your mom’s favorite cookies off the 
top of the fridge?
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JOE: Worked then too.

ERIC: Remember when you used it to try dunking the ball on the 10 foot goal?  You 

missed by about 2 feet but the stool worked, didn’t it?

JOE: Oh yeah, it worked.

ERIC: And it will work now.

JOE: Are you sure?

ERIC: Joe that footstool has never let you down. Even those times when things didn’t 

turn out the way we hoped…

JOE: Like the time we tried to find Dad’s Oreos on the mantle, but all we found was the 

empty package? 

ERIC: Even then, the footstool didn’t let you down! 

JOE: Okay, I’m gonna do it.

ERIC: Okay.

JOE: Give me a countdown.

ERIC: Okay. Three... two... one... go!

Joe jumps up on the footstool, pulls out the paper airplane and throws it; it flops 

straight down to the stage. Long pause as the boys sadly look down upon the the pitiful 

plane. JOE: Well, that didn’t work out the way I hoped. 

ERIC: Not at all. 

JOE: But my footstool didn’t let me down!
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A pack of Reese’s peanut butter cups

Show the kids the candy first.

Can someone tell me what this is?

Bring one kid up. Have him tell you what’s inside the package. Then interrogate him on 
how he KNOWS it’s a Reese’s cup. How does he know what’s inside? How does he 
know the wrapper is telling the truth? What does it taste like? How does he know? Has 
he had one before? When? What happened?

Finally, open the package. Give the kid one Reese’s cup and take one for yourself. Take 
a bite together - and verify that all they told you was true.

My friend knew exactly what a Reese’s cup was and what it tasted like because he has 
had one before. Having opened one of these wrappers and tasted one before, he knew 
exactly what this one would be like.

Remembering what God has done for us can give us a confidence that God will be 
faithful to us if we are faithful to Him. The Bible is filled with stories of people who 
placed their trust in God. From Noah to Abraham to Joseph to Moses to Joshua to Da-
vid, on and on, we see how God was faithful to those who trusted him.

As you grow older, you’ll have your own experiences with God. With every encounter, 
you’ll see for yourself how faithful God is. Store those memories away, and when hard 
times come, bring them back out. They will serve as your own personal reminder that 
we serve a God who is always faithful!
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A pack of Reese’s peanut butter cups
 
Show the kids the candy first.
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faithful to us if we are faithful to Him. The Bible is filled with stories of people who 
placed their trust in God. From Noah to Abraham to Joseph to Moses to Joshua to Da-
vid, on and on, we see how God was faithful to those who trusted him.
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LARGE GROUP GAME
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MEMORY SHUFFLE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
12 different colored plastic cups (6 different colors, two of each color.  You can also use 
halves of plastic Easter Eggs)
A table and two chairs
Two blindfolds

INSTRUCTIONS: 
On a table, line up six different colors in front of two chairs. Put a blue and a yellow in 
the middle of the line up.
 
Pick two kids for this game. Have them sit in the chairs and give them a minute to look 
at the cups while you give instructions. The kids will be blindfolded and told to move two 
of the colored eggs to a different place in line.
 
Blindfold the two kids. Tell them to move the blue cup to the far left and the yellow cup 
to the far right, keeping all other cups in order. First one to do so wins.

VARIATION: 
Give the younger kids only five cups, and have them move just one cup to the outside 
of the group.

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
This is a test of memory - the same thing discussed in today’s lesson. Our memory is a 
valuable tool for recalling all God has done for us so our faith will be strengthened.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

BOTTOM LINE: 
Remembering God’s blessings helps us to have faith. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn to count their blessings so their trust in God will grow. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Joshua 24:1-15. Joshua reminds the people of God’s faithfulness. 

INTRO
It’s getting close to the end of the school year. The teacher tells you you’re going to 
have a big review test. Where are you going to turn to find the information you need to 
prepare for that test?
 
Your pencil’s not going to help. Your notebook might help a little, but it’s not going to 
have every handout and homework assignment you need. There’s only one place to 
turn to prepare for your test - your folders!
 
Folders are handy, convenient ways to keep all your schoolwork together. You can 
use different folders for different subjects, and you can keep all your schoolwork in the 
pockets or in the brads in between. Folders hold everything you’ve learned, and they’re 
a great resource to help you review for a test.
 
There’s another folder I want to share with you this morning - one you keep up in your 
head. It’s a folder of memories of the good things God has done for you. We’ve all had 
different life experiences, and in our lives, we will all see God at work. All of those mem-
ories, stored and saved in a folder in your mind, help us to remember how faithful God 
is to us. In turn they can help us stay faithful to them.
 
The Bible itself is a collection of memories of God’s faithfulness. From Noah to Abra-
ham, Joseph to Moses, Joshua to Samuel, David to Jesus, we see how God loves us 
and has been faithful to those who love him. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

BOTTOM LINE: 
Remembering God’s blessings helps us to have faith. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn to count their blessings so their trust in God will grow. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Joshua 24:1-15. Joshua reminds the people of God’s faithfulness. 

INTRO
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have a big review test. Where are you going to turn to find the information you need to 
prepare for that test?

Your pencil’s not going to help. Your notebook might help a little, but it’s not going to 
have every handout and homework assignment you need. There’s only one place to 
turn to prepare for your test - your folders!
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a great resource to help you review for a test.
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different life experiences, and in our lives, we will all see God at work. All of those mem-
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and has been faithful to those who love him. 

LARGE GROUP LESSON

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

One man who understood this very well, Joshua, took the time to remind God’s people 
of how faithful God was. Joshua was an old man, and he did not want the people to 
forget about God. So Joshua gave them this speech.

READ Joshua 24:1-15

MAIN POINT
Joshua went step by step through the story of how God saved Israel from slavery and 
gave them their own homeland. Joshua pulled all these memories out of his memory 
folder, reminding the Israelites that God is good and will always be good.

That’s how God wants us to use our memories of him. We’re all going to face challeng-
es in life. They will only grow bigger as we grow older. We need to store all our mem-
ories of God’s faithfulness so that when we are put to the test, we will stay faithful to 
God.

DRIVE IT HOME
You are all going to face different challenges to your faith as you grow older. You will 
have teachers who tell you that God is only a fairy tale. You will discover that some of 
your friends don’t believe in God either. You will be faced with peer pressure, tempta-
tions to do the wrong thing so you can fit in. How will you stand strong and stay faithful 
in those challenging times?

First, you need to study God’s Word. Read all about the things God has done for his 
people. Read how he promised and then sent Jesus to die for our sins. Read the words 
of men who loved God and were faithful to God, and see how God always took care of 
them.

Second, save your own memories of God. Log them in your heart, or go one step fur-
ther and write them down! A spiritual journal can be a powerful reminder of God’s good-
ness, and it can give you courage to stay faithful when you need it. Whatever it takes, 
find a way to save and remember the times God has blessed you. You will be thankful 
you have them when the world tests your faith.

Things may not always work out the way you expect. But even when things don’t go our 
way, God will still be there. He will see us through, and in the end, he will work things 
out for the best! 

We serve a good God, one who is always faithful to those who love them. If we stand 
strong with God, he will carry us through any test - and he will use us to spread his love 
to others. It all starts with you starting a folder and storing away the memories of God’s 
goodness. 
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Remember God’s faithfulness, and know that God will always be there when you need 
Him!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Thank you for loving us, and thank you for always being there. Help us remember your 
goodness, and strengthen our faith in good times and bad. 

In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER
Are there any cool characters on your school folders?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Jeremiah 7:23b
Give all the kids a Bible.  Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Bring a deck of cards and get out 4-8 pairs of cards.  Play the memory game with the 
kids, giving each kid a chance to turn over two face-down cards as they look for a 
matching pair.  Say: “Remembering things can be tricky, but our story today shows us 
that it’s important to remember what God has done for us.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Joshua 24:14-15 

Who was Joshua? 

Why did Joshua give this speech? 

What were some of the stories of faithfulness Joshua shared with his listeners? 

Why did God put all these stories of faithfulness in the Bible? 

Why does God want us to remember his faithfulness? 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for all you have done for us. Help us to remember your goodness so that we 
can have faith in tough times. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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ICEBREAKER
Are there any cool characters on your school folders?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Jeremiah 7:23b
Give all the kids a Bible.  Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Bring a deck of cards and get out 4-8 pairs of cards.  Play the memory game with the 
kids, giving each kid a chance to turn over two face-down cards as they look for a 
matching pair.  Say: “Remembering things can be tricky, but our story today shows us 
that it’s important to remember what God has done for us.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Have the kids help you read Joshua 24:1-15

What did Joshua do in this speech? 

What were some of the things God did for the Israelites? 

Why did Joshua remind the Israelites of God’s goodness? 

Why do we need to remember God’s faithfulness? 

Do any of you have a story of God’s faithfulness you can share? 

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for all you have done for us. Help us to remember your goodness so that we 
can have faith in tough times. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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True or False.

God saved the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. 
TRUE

God sent Noah to save Israel from slavery. 
FALSE - Moses

God destroyed the Egyptians in the Mediterranean Sea. 
FALSE - Red Sea

The prophet Balaam was hired to curse the Israelites but blessed them instead. 
TRUE

Moses said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
FALSE - Joshua said it



5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: FOLDER

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Today we talked about remembering God’s blessings so our faith can be strengthened. 
When we remember God’s goodness, it boosts our faith. We are able to trust God 
through trials and tough times because of all he has done for us already. 

      
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Take some time with the kids to count the blessings God has given you as a family.  
  
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How did Joshua remind the Israelites of God’s faithfulness? 
- Why is it important to remember God’s blessings? 
- How has God been faithful to you?

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)
       
      
       PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
How has God been faithful to you? Ask and answer that question for yourself. Share it 
with your kids. Remember what God has done, and let it strengthen your own faith.
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     HANGING OUT:
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     AT DINNER:
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- How did Joshua remind the Israelites of God’s faithfulness? 
- Why is it important to remember God’s blessings? 
- How has God been faithful to you?

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I 
command you, that it may go well with you.” Jeremiah 7:23b (NIV)
       
      
       PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
How has God been faithful to you? Ask and answer that question for yourself. Share it 
with your kids. Remember what God has done, and let it strengthen your own faith.
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CRAFT PROJECT

WHAT’S IN YOUR BACKPACK: FOLDER

Have the kids draw a picture of a time God blessed them, or have them draw a picture 
of one of the stories mentioned in today’s scripture. Let it be a reminder of God’s faith-
fulness! 




