
BOTTOM LINE: 
God wants us to forgive others. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will be able to state why they need to forgive: because they have been forgiven by 
God. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 18:21-35, The Parable Of The Unmerciful Servant

MEMORY VERSE: 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” John 13:34 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
When your friend (or your little sister) makes you hot and angry like a fireball, don’t take 
revenge. You need to forgive that person.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Give us loving hearts so that we will be willing to forgive those who hurt us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” John 13:34 (NIV)

“I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I 
have loved you.” John 13:34 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Bring as many adult leaders up on stage as possible. Let the adults go first, reciting the 
memory verse from memory, then let the kids go. Who does the best job? 

SMALL GROUP: 
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and 
put the words in order. 
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SKIT

CANDY: ATOMIC FIREBALLS

WILL CANDYMAN FORGIVE HER? 

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A superhero costume, mobile phones
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 1M, 1F
CHARACTERS: 
Lucy - A news reporter
Candyman - A super hero

Lucy enters, pulling out her phone and dialing. Candyman enters from the other side 
and answers his phone. 

CANDYMAN: Hello, this is Candyman.

LUCY: Candyman, this is Lucy! Please don’t hang up.

CANDYMAN: (pretending to be voice mail) I can’t come to the phone right now, so 
please leave a message after the beep. Unless this is Lucy, who is a jerk and I don’t 
want to talk to you. BEEP!

LUCY: Candyman, it’s Lucy. I know it’s you, talk to me please.

CANDYMAN: Sorry, it’s not me. It’s a machine.

LUCY: I know it’s you, Candyman, talk to me!

CANDYMAN: It’s not me. This is still part of the message, and here’s the real 
beep. BEEP!

LUCY: Look, Candyman, about those things I wrote in the paper… I’m really sorry. 
I was mad at you for forgetting my birthday, and before you came and apologized, I 
called Harvey to write all that up. I told Harvey not to print the story, but he did it 
anyway. Harvey sends his apologies, but I know I hurt your feelings too. Candyman 
please, please forgive me!

CANDYMAN: Do you mean it?
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LUCY: Yes, I mean it! I’m sorry.

CANDYMAN: No, all that stuff about me not being a real hero.

LUCY: No, Candyman! I said some terrible things because I was hurt.

CANDYMAN: I don’t know. I saw all the comments on the message board below your 
article. A lot of people agree with you.

LUCY: Candyman, I don’t know what else I can say. You mean so much to me, 
and I really am sorry I hurt you. Can you forgive me?

CANDYMAN: You said some terrible things, Lucy. But as hurt as I am, I have to forgive 
you.

LUCY: Really?

CANDYMAN: Lucy, God has forgiven all of my sins. If I don’t forgive you, I don’t 
deserve to be forgiven. I forgive you, Lucy.

LUCY: Oh, Candyman, I’m so glad. I’ll make it up to you, too.

CANDYMAN: You don’t have to.

LUCY: I’ll take you to the Chinese buffet, my treat.

CANDYMAN: That’s not necessary.

LUCY: How about a movie?

CANDYMAN: Nah, nothing good playing.

LUCY: I’ll bring you some Atomic Fireballs!

Pause.

CANDYMAN: Lucy, that’s my favorite candy.

LUCY: I know.

CANDYMAN: See you in ten minutes?

LUCY: See you then!
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LUCY: Yes, I mean it! I’m sorry.

CANDYMAN: No, all that stuff about me not being a real hero.

LUCY: No, Candyman! I said some terrible things because I was hurt.

CANDYMAN: I don’t know. I saw all the comments on the message board below your 
article. A lot of people agree with you.

LUCY: Candyman, I don’t know what else I can say. You mean so much to me, 
and I really am sorry I hurt you. Can you forgive me?

CANDYMAN: You said some terrible things, Lucy. But as hurt as I am, I have to forgive 
you.

LUCY: Really?

CANDYMAN: Lucy, God has forgiven all of my sins. If I don’t forgive you, I don’t 
deserve to be forgiven. I forgive you, Lucy.

LUCY: Oh, Candyman, I’m so glad. I’ll make it up to you, too.

CANDYMAN: You don’t have to.

LUCY: I’ll take you to the Chinese buffet, my treat.

CANDYMAN: That’s not necessary.

LUCY: How about a movie?

CANDYMAN: Nah, nothing good playing.

LUCY: I’ll bring you some Atomic Fireballs!

Pause.

CANDYMAN: Lucy, that’s my favorite candy.

LUCY: I know.

CANDYMAN: See you in ten minutes?

LUCY: See you then!

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A large bag of mixed candy

Hand the bag to one kid. 

This bag of candy is for you. It is my gift to you. I don’t want any money for it. It’s paid 
for, and it’s yours. But there is one thing I want to ask you to do. I want you to give the 
bag to someone else. I want you to reach in, take a piece of candy for yourself, then 
give the bag to someone else. 

Have the student take a piece of candy and pass it on. 

Now the gift belongs to you. I want you to take one piece, and pass it on. 

Have the kids continue passing the bag of candy from one kid to another, with each 
person taking a piece before passing the bag on. 

What we’ve just done here is exactly what God asked us to do in the parable of the 
unmerciful servant. We have all been given a huge gift of forgiveness, and God wants 
us to pass along forgiveness to others in the same way.

It hurts when someone makes us mad. It can make you want to blow your top at that 
person. God wants us to remember all he has forgiven, and he wants us to forgive. 

Forgiveness isn’t easy, just like passing that bag of candy along to someone else. But 
when we forgive, we spread the love of God from one person to another. 
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ATOMIC FIRE PUTT

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A putter
Atomic fireballs
A cup

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Set the cup on its side on the stage. Choose three contestants for this game. Each 
player will get two chances to putt an atomic fireball into the cup. If they can make the 
putt, they win a sweet prize. If they do not, they still get a prize - an atomic fireball, of 
course. 

VARIATION: 
For older kids, add a second step to the game. They get one chance to make the putt, 
and if they miss, they have a second chance to earn a sweet prize. All they have to do 
is hold a fireball in their mouth for thirty seconds. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God doesn’t want us to get “hot” when others hurt us. He wants us to forgive. 
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ATOMIC FIRE PUTT

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A putter
Atomic fireballs
A cup

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Set the cup on its side on the stage. Choose three contestants for this game. Each 
player will get two chances to putt an atomic fireball into the cup. If they can make the 
putt, they win a sweet prize. If they do not, they still get a prize - an atomic fireball, of 
course. 

VARIATION: 
For older kids, add a second step to the game. They get one chance to make the putt, 
and if they miss, they have a second chance to earn a sweet prize. All they have to do 
is hold a fireball in their mouth for thirty seconds. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God doesn’t want us to get “hot” when others hurt us. He wants us to forgive. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

CANDY: ATOMIC FIREBALLS

BOTTOM LINE: 
God wants us to forgive others. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will be able to state why they need to forgive: because they have been forgiven by 
God. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 18:21-35, The Parable Of The Unmerciful Servant

INTRO:
How many of you are fans of Atomic Fireballs? Atomic Fireballs were introduced in the 
1950s, and they became an instant classic. There’s something about those fiery hot 
treats that some people, though not all, just can’t resist. 

Atomic Fireballs were invented by the Ferrara Candy Company - the same folks who 
invented Lemonheads. The secret to their fiery nature is not the cinnamon flavor you 
recognize, but an ingredient called capsaicin. Capsaicin is also found in hot peppers, 
and it’s capsaicin that causes our mouths to feel like they are on fire. 

Hot peppers are rated according to a chart called the Scoville scale, and according 
to the Ferrara candy company, Atomic Fireballs have a Scoville score of 3500. That 
means Atomic Fireballs are as hot as a Jalapeño pepper!

I can only imagine what our scores would be if there was a Scoville scale for people 
- especially when we get angry. Think about the last time your brother or sister made 
you mad. Think about the last time your Mom or Dad made you mad. I don’t know how 
good your relationships are at home, but I’m guessing all of us would have a pretty “hot” 
score when we get angry. Perhaps hotter than jalepenos or Atomic Fireballs.

We don’t like being told no. We don’t like other people touching our things or coming 
into our space. We don’t like when others are inconsiderate to us. But God has 
something to say to us when we are hot-tempered and angry. God wants us to forgive, 
and he has a very good reason to ask us to forgive! 

READ MATTHEW 18:21-35
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MAIN POINT:
Jesus told the story of the unmerciful servant because of the question Peter asked. 
Peter believed there were a certain number of times he had to forgive someone until he 
didn’t have to forgive any more. Jesus’ answer tells us how he feels about forgiveness: 
“not seven times, but 77 times.” What Jesus is really saying is, “Stop counting, keep 
forgiving.”

Jesus tells us to forgive because he has forgiven us. Jesus died on the cross for all of 
our sins. He has forgiven the sins we’ve already done and all the sins we’ll ever do. In 
this parable, Jesus reminds us of our huge debt, and he tells us to stop counting the 
debts of others and keep on forgiving. Why? Because we can never, ever forgive others 
as much as Jesus as forgiven us! 

DRIVE IT HOME:
Imagine for a moment a boy goes out to play baseball in the yard. He loses control of 
the bat, and the bat flies through the window of his dad’s car. He breaks a window, he 
smashes the stereo, and he does hundreds of dollars damage to his dad’s car. But 
rather than punish the boy, the boy’s father comes out and says, “I won’t make you pay 
for it. It was an accident and I forgive you.” 

The little boy was forgiven a huge debt, wasn’t he? Could you afford to fix your Dad’s 
window? His stereo? The boy had to be very thankful for his father’s forgiveness. 

But what if that boy turned around and went after his sister for breaking a Happy Meal 
toy? What if he screams and yells at her for breaking the arm off a plastic toy that isn’t 
even worth a dollar? What if he demands she give him money out of her piggy bank to 
replace that toy? 

Kids, we’ve all been forgiven for much more than a broken window. Jesus forgave all 
our sins on the cross. He died so he could forgive us and give us eternal life. He wants 
us to be thankful, and he wants us to pass along that good news to others. 

One of the best ways we can do this is to forgive other people. When someone hurts 
you, intentionally or accidentally, we need to forgive that person, even before he asks. 
We need to forgive because Jesus has forgiven us. 

Forgiveness isn’t easy, but Jesus can help us to keep our temper and forgive those 
who need it. He will remind us that we are forgiven, and he will give us love for others 
so we can forgive them. 

When someone hurts you this week, and it will happen, you may feel your temper 
racing up the Scoville scale. Don’t go off like an Atomic Fireball. Remember what Jesus 
did for you, and forgive those who need it. 
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Keep your cool, and share the love of Jesus and the forgiveness he has given us. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us loving hearts so that we will be willing to forgive those who hurt us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
Do you like any spicy foods? What are your favorites? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 13:34
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and 
put the words in order. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Give everyone three pieces of candy. (Any candy will do for this game.) Have everyone 
roll one six-sided die. Whatever number they roll, they must give back that many pieces 
of candy. Take all the candy owed from each kid on his turn, and if he owes more than 
he has, write down the number of additional pieces of candy owed on a card and give it 
to him. After everyone has rolled the die and paid up, forgive their debts and hand the 
candy back to them. Ask them how it feels to have their debt forgiven. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 18:21-35

What made the man in this story “unmerciful”?

Why did the man end up in jail? 

What should the man have done instead of trying to collect his debt? 

What “debt” has Jesus forgiven for us? 

Why do we need to forgive other people who wrong us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Teach us to forgive others as you have forgiven us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
Do you like any spicy foods? What are your favorites? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 13:34
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and 
put the words in order. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Give everyone three pieces of candy. (Any candy will do for this game.) Have everyone 
roll one six-sided die. Whatever number they roll, they must give back that many pieces 
of candy. Take all the candy owed from each kid on his turn, and if he owes more than 
he has, write down the number of additional pieces of candy owed on a card and give it 
to him. After everyone has rolled the die and paid up, forgive their debts and hand the 
candy back to them. Ask them how it feels to have their debt forgiven. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 18:21-35

What did Peter ask Jesus? 

What answer did Jesus give through the parable? 

Why is it important for us to forgive other people? 

What “debt” has Jesus forgiven for us? 

Can you think of someone you need to forgive right now? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Teach us to forgive others as you have forgiven us.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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FILL IN THE BLANK. 

Jesus said we should forgive not seven times, but ______________ times. 
SEVENTY-SEVEN

The servant was relieved when his master __________ a huge debt. 
FORGAVE

But the servant went out and tried to collect a ________ debt from another servant. 
SMALL

The master punished the unmerciful servant because he did not _________ the small 
debt. 
FORGIVE

We need to forgive others because ________ has forgiven us. 
JESUS
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: ATOMIC FIREBALLS

CANDY: ATOMIC FIREBALLS

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
When your friend (or your little sister) makes you hot and angry like a fireball, don’t 
take revenge. You need to forgive that person. Matthew 18:21-35, The Parable Of The 
Unmerciful Servant.

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Try something spicy with the kids this week, like an Atomic Fireball. Ask your kids if they 
get hotter than that spicy treat when they get mad, then ask how forgiving others can 
help us keep our cool.          
    
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did Jesus tell Peter when he asked how many times we need to forgive other 
people?
- Why is it important to forgive others? 
- What has Jesus forgiven us for? 
 
                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” John 13:34 (NIV)
       
     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
When you practice forgiveness, your kids will practice forgiveness. Encourage your kids 
to be forgiving, and be quick to forgive yourself this week.  
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Have the kids draw line down the middle of a piece of paper.  On one side have them 
draw things that make them angry, then on the other side have them draw or write 
things that can remind them to forgive, even when they are angry. (these could be 
things like "the Bible" "Jesus" "Counting to 10" "Prayer" )
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