
BOTTOM LINE: 
Show your Mom you love her. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will think of ways to show their Mom they love her, other than with cards and gifts. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 2:41-52, The Boy Jesus at the Temple

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it’s the right 
thing to do.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
As a child, Jesus obeyed his parents, and grew in wisdom and stature. The Bible says 
that his mother Mary treasured all of these moments in her heart. When Mary and 
Joseph could not ind Jesus, their love and concern was evident. We can show our 
mom that we love her, by obeying her and treating her and others with respect.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for our Moms! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY LESSON



“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIV)

“Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it’s the right 
thing to do.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room into girls and boys. Have the boys read the verse aloud, and then have 
the girls read it aloud. Who can read the loudest? 

SMALL GROUP: 
Ask if anyone already has this verse memorized from previous memory verse studies. 
Have those kids recite the verse by themselves, then review it with the other kids. 

MEMORY VERSE
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SKIT

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY LESSON

MOM WAS A SPACE HERO

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two video game controllers

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Sam - A 3rd grader
Mom - Sam’s Mom

Sam is sitting center stage facing the audience. He has a video game controller in his 
hand and another lying on the floor. He is in the middle of a heated space battle as the 
scene begins. 

SAM: Come on… Come on, game, stop doing that! Hey, where did you come from? 
Come on! No! No! No! Aaaaaugh! Not again!

Mom enters, carrying a laundry basket. She is just walking through – but stops.

MOM: Hi, honey, what are you doing?

SAM: (annoyed) Playing a game, Mom. Go away.

MOM: Ooooh, is that the old N64?

SAM: I dunno, it’s something I found in the attic.

MOM: I remember that game.

SAM: Ha! Sure you do. Aww, come on, game! This game is impossible!

MOM: Looks pretty tough.

SAM: Yeah, it’s really hard.
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MOM: Maybe Mommy could help you?

SAM: What? You? Play video games?

MOM: Sure. If you need Mommy’s help—

SAM: Mom! I’m not a baby.

MOM: I know.

SAM: This is a video game. It’s complicated.

MOM: Well, if you think you can defeat the Kodan Armada by yourself, go right ahead. 
I’ll be folding laundry.

Sam pauses the game as Mom turns to leave.

SAM: What do you know about the Kodan Armada?

MOM: You’re playing Last Starfighter, right?

SAM: Yeah. But it’s a boy’s game! What do you know about—

MOM: “Greetings, Starfighter, you have been recruited by the Star League to defend 
the Frontier against Zur and the Kodan Armada.” No, I don’t know anything about that 
game at all.

Sam looks at the audience, eyes wide, and then back at his Mom.

SAM: Please. Show me what you know.

Mom tosses the laundry basket, sending the clothes flying, and sits beside Sam.

MOM: All right, Starfighter, we’re going to go in high and tight from their left flank. Stick 
to my wing, cover me, and try not to get lost because we’re going to be flying through a 
lot of debris.

SAM: Holy smokes, Mom! Where did you learn to play like this?

MOM: Kid, I was playing video games years before you were born. This was my game 
back in the day.

SAM: I thought this was Dad’s game system.
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back in the day.

SAM: I thought this was Dad’s game system.

SKIT

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY LESSON

MOM: Dad? Ha! He can’t even clear the first world on Super Mario Brothers. Okay, you 
know where your C button is?

SAM: Yeah?

MOM: That’s the death blossom.

SAM: The what?

MOM: Death Blossom, it’s our only chance to defeat the mothership. You got your 
finger on the button?

SAM: Yes!

MOM: On my mark, hit that button. 3… 2… 1… NOW!

They both press the button. Sam gasps.

SAM: Whoa, Mom! That was amazing.

MOM: You didn’t think I could do it, did you?

SAM: Mom, you do a lot of great things. You take care of me. You taught me how to 
walk, how to use the toilet, how to tie my shoes, how to roller blade.

MOM: And play roller hockey! Don’t forget that!

SAM: I guess it shouldn’t be a surprise you are a video game wizard. You’re pretty 
awesome, Mom. I love you.

MOM: Aww, Sam, do you mean it?

SAM: Yes I do.

MOM: Then do me a favor… pick up the laundry for me.

SAM: You got it Mom!



ITEMS NEEDED: 
Brussel Sprouts
A thermometer
A remote control

What do these three objects all have in common? Believe it or not, all three of these 
things are used by our mothers to show us how much she loves us.

How many of you like Brussel Sprouts? How many of your moms know you don’t like 
Brussel Sprouts but continue to serve them to you anyway? Moms know that nutrition is 
more important than taste buds. They know you need a variety of vegetables. Brussel 
Sprouts and broccoli and lettuce and squash and zucchini are all good for you, even if 
they aren’t good tasting. Mom says she loves us by serving us vegetables.

Mom can use the thermometer to show us her love as well. It can be 
nerve-wracking, waiting on the thermometer, because that thermometer can mean the 
difference between going to school, having a day off or even – yipe! – going to the 
doctor. Mom wants us to be well, and she shows her love by the way she cares for us 
when we are sick.

Mom also uses the remote control to show her love, but not always in a way we like. 
She may turn on your favorite show. Or she may turn off a show that’s too grown up for 
you. Mom wants to protect our minds as well as our bodies, and Moms use that remote 
control to steer us away from bad stuff.

Moms love us in more ways than we can ever calculate. They are a gift from God. Let’s 
make sure our Moms know we love them this Mother’s Day, and thank them for loving 
us – even when they serve us veggies.

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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BROOM HOCKEY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A broom
A dust pan
Five ping-pong balls

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game. Lay the dustpan down on the stage, and have the 
players stand ten feet away. Set the ping-pong balls on the stage. Each player will have 
a chance to try and shoot five ping-pong balls into the dustpan. The player who scores 
the most points wins. 

VARIATION: 
For smaller kids, use a larger target than the dust pan. For bigger kids, make them 
shoot from further away. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God wants us to appreciate our moms, even when they make us do chores. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Show your Mom you love her. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will think of ways to show their Mom they love her, other than with cards and gifts. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 2:41-52, The Boy Jesus at the Temple

INTRO:
Well, it’s Mother’s Day again. Time to run to the card shop, pick some flowers up at the 
florist, make a reservation at her favorite restaurant, and shower her with gifts. Mom 
deserves a day like this. Mom spends all year working hard to keep the house in order, 
get you where you need to go, and make sure you have all the necessities of life, from 
school clothes to granola bars. 

Let’s be honest, though, there are many days when some of us would just rather not 
have to celebrate Mom. Mom does lots of things that annoy us. She makes us clean 
our rooms. She makes us take a bath. She actually expects us to put our toys away 
when we are finished playing with them. And she never, ever consults us when picking 
the vegetables for dinner. 

It seems like the older we get, the worse she becomes. Moms add more chores to our 
list every year. What started with cleaning our rooms and making our beds soon 
extends to vacuuming, washing dishes, folding laundry, dusting the baseboards, 
sweeping the floors, and raking leaves. Moms are super picky about how the job gets 
done, too. Your room could be spotless, not a thing out of place, and what does she 
do? She looks under the bed and actually expects us to clean that mess too! 

When you think about it that way, celebrating Mom is almost like celebrating your boss. 
You have to go out and buy gifts and cards for someone who, 365 days out of the year, 
is on your case to hang up your coat, do your homework, stop chewing your nails, and 
stop watching those awful cartoons on TV. But obviously, that’s the wrong attitude to 
have. As a matter of fact, all that cleaning, all that responsibility, all those restrictions, all 
those vegetables that Mom pushes on us, they all have a purpose. Every one of them 
shows us how much Moms love us! 
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A mother’s love is unconditional and never ending. Your mother carried you in her 
womb and bonded with you before you were even born. Moms worry, they discipline, 
and yes, they can nag, but it’s all done for one reason: because they love you. 

READ LUKE 2:41-52

MAIN POINT: 
We don’t think of Jesus as the kind of kid who gets in trouble, but here in the book of 
Luke, we see his mother giving him the speech we’ve all heard a time of two. “Where 
were you? I was worried sick! Your father and I have been looking everywhere for you!” 
Mary had an unusual child. He was God’s Son, and as he told her, he was in his 
Father’s house doing his father’s work. 

Jesus was the kind of kid who always did the right thing. He honored and respected 
his parents, and he showed his love for them by doing what he was asked to do. God 
wants us to honor our Moms, and our Dads, in the same way. By listening, by learning, 
and following directions, not only will we honor them with our obedience, we will grow 
into the kind of people God wants us to be - the kind of people he expects our parents 
to raise. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
It’s easy to think in the heat of the moment, “Mom just wants me to do laundry so she 
doesn’t have to do it. She’s the Mom. It’s her job. Why do I need to do her job?” 

The cold hard truth is one day you won’t have Mom around. You’ll be in your own place, 
having to fold your own laundry. Mom wants you to learn this important skill now so 
you’re prepared for that some day. The same goes for every chore she throws at us. It’s 
not because she’s lazy. She loves you and wants you to be able to take care of 
yourself. 

The same can be said of Mom taking us to the doctor, feeding us nutritious food, and 
making us play outside instead of playing video games. Moms want us to have healthy 
habits. If we learn to eat veggies now, we’ll eat them as a grown up. If we are wise, we 
will also pay attention and learn how to take care of our health so that we will live well 
when we are on our own one day. 

Moms also make us go to church every week in the hopes that we will continue that 
habit as adults. The greatest responsibility our parents have is to raise children to fear 
the Lord. If we are wise we will honor our parents by loving God and growing our own 
relationship with him, just as they have. 

God gave us the command to obey our parents, but God also gave parents the 
command to raise us right. 
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God wants our parents to teach us to love him and love others. He wants them to teach 
us to be responsible and respectful. He wants them to teach us how to live a healthy 
lifestyle, physically and spiritually. It’s a tough job carried out with great love, and when 
we honor our parents by listening and obeying them, we are showing that we love them 
in return. 

I hope you got your mom something nice this Mother’s Day, but I hope in the coming 
days, you won’t let the giving end. We need to give Mom our love and respect every 
day. We need to listen when she speaks, do our jobs to the best of our abilities, and be 
open to learning all she has to teach us. 

Moms are special people with a hard job. It’s not easy raising kids. It never has been. 
But when we listen and obey her like God teaches us, we are showing Mom we love 
her in a way that says so much more than flowers. 

Show your Mother you love her. Honor and obey her, and thank God for the blessing 
she is to you! 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for our Moms! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
What is one fun thing you learned from your Mom? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Ephesians 6:1
Ask if anyone already has this verse memorized from previous memory verse studies. 
Have those kids recite the verse by themselves, then review it with the other kids. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game of “Mother May I?” The leader is "Mother" and the children line up on the 
opposite side of the room and take turns asking Mother questions like "May I take 2 
giant steps forward?"  Mother can say yes, no, or tell them to do something different 
like go backwards.  The goal is for one child to reach Mother.  If any child asks a 
question that doesn't start with "Mother may I" they have to go back to the starting 
line.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 2:41-52

Have you ever wandered off on your Mom and Dad like Jesus did? 

How did your Mom react to that incident? 

What kind of kid do you think Jesus was with his Mom? 

How does Mom show love to us by giving us chores? 

What are some ways we can show Mom we love her other than cards and presents? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to show our Moms we love them with actions more than words. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
What is one fun thing you learned from your Mom? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Ephesians 6:1
Ask if anyone already has this verse memorized from previous memory verse studies. 
Have those kids recite the verse by themselves, then review it with the other kids. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game of “Mother May I?” The leader is "Mother" and the children line up on the 
opposite side of the room and take turns asking Mother questions like "May I take 2 
giant steps forward?"  Mother can say yes, no, or tell them to do something different 
like go backwards.  The goal is for one child to reach Mother.  If any child asks a 
question that doesn't start with "Mother may I" they have to go back to the starting 
line. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 2:41-52

Why was Mary so upset when she couldn’t find Jesus? 

How does Mom show love to us by giving us chores? 

What are some other unusual ways Moms show us love? 

What are some ways we can show Mom we love her other than cards and presents? 

What is one thing you are going to do for your Mom this week out of love? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to show our Moms we love them with actions more than words.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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MULTIPLE CHOICE

1. When Jesus went missing, Mary was ____________.
A. not at all worried
B. with him the whole time
C. worried sick over him*

2. Mom makes us do jobs because ______________.
A. she is too tired to do them
B. she wants us to learn to do them so we can take care of ourselves one day*
C. she is mean

3. Moms feed us vegetables because  _______________.
A. they are good for us*
B. they were on sale
C. parents don’t understand kids' taste buds 

4. God wants us to honor our parents ________________.
A. only when they honor us
B. all the time*
C. when we feel like it

5. We can show Mom we love her by ______________.
A. giving her a card
B. doing what she tells us the first time
C. both A and B*

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Happy Mother’s Day Lesson

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY LESSON

         IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
As a child, Jesus obeyed his parents, and grew in wisdom and stature. The Bible says 
that his mother Mary treasured all of these moments in her heart. When Mary and 
Joseph could not ind Jesus, their love and concern was evident. We can show our 
mom that we love her, by obeying her and treating her and others with respect. Luke 
2:41-52, The Boy Jesus at the Temple

      HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Dad and the kids: Take some time to share with Mom some of the things you appreciate 
most about her, and make an effort to anticipate some things she needs and do them 
before you are asked.   

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why does God want us to honor our parents?
- How can things like chores and vegetables show us that our Mom loves us?
- How does obeying Mom show her you love her?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse: 
“Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it’s the right 
thing to do.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIrV)   

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Moms are loving people, whether they are cuddling us and telling us stories or teaching 
us to be healthy and responsible. Thank God for your own mother this week, and let her 
know that you love her this week - with actions, if possible.
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Have the kids create three “coupons” for their Mom. One can be for a free hug or 
cuddle time, but the other two should be for chores that the kids will do without griping 
when cashed in. 

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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