
BOTTOM LINE: 
Show Dad you love him. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will think of something good or helpful they can do for their dad this week. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 2:13-23, Joseph Leads His Family

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it’s the right 
thing to do.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Joseph was a godly man who lived as Jesus’ earthly father. When Jesus was a child 
and his life was in danger, Joseph led his family to safety. A godly father loves and 
protects his family, and listens and obeys his Father in heaven.  We can show our dad 
that we love him, by obeying him and respecting his instruction.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for our Dads! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY LESSON



“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIV)

“Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it’s the right 
thing to do.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Read the verse in a normal speed with the kids. Then read it super slow. Then read it 
super fast! 

SMALL GROUP: 
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

MEMORY VERSE
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PERFORMANCE REVIEW

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A table and two chairs
A clipboard
A suit for Kyle
A coffee mug

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2M

CHARACTERS: 
Kyle - A kid
Dad - Kyle’s father

Kyle is sitting at the table making notes on a clipboard. Dad passes through with his 
coffee. 

KYLE: Oh, there you are. Mr. Maslow. Please, won’t you have a seat? 

DAD: Excuse me? 

KYLE: I’ve been waiting for you, Mr. Maslow. You’re late. 

DAD: First of all it’s Dad, and second, late for what? 

KYLE: I’m a busy man, Mr. Maslow. Please, have a seat. 

DAD: Uh, okay. (sits down) What do you want, Kyle? 

KYLE: Kyle? Aren’t we being a bit informal today, Mr. Maslow? 

DAD: I can’t call you Kyle? 

KYLE: I was referring to your dress, Mr. Maslow. I would think you’d want to make a 
better impression than your pajamas for your performance review. 
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DAD: Performance review? 

KYLE: With this being Father’s Day weekend, I thought we might have a little chat 
about where you are doing well and where you could use improvement. 

DAD: As a dad? 

KYLE: That is your job description, is it not? 

DAD: Oh this will be good. Go ahead, Mr. Kyle, tell me how I’m doing. 

KYLE: Well just to get a few of the basics out of the way. Attendance has been 
good. You’re never tardy to any of my school functions or games. Yard maintenance 
and home upkeep, you’ve either met or exceeded expectations. 

DAD: That’s good to know. 

KYLE: But we’re a little weaker in a few critical areas. 

DAD: Such as? 

KYLE: Bedtime. You seem to be stuck on a rigid bedtime of eight o’clock, which 
does not work for my busy schedule. And this seven o’clock shut off of the video 
games? That doesn’t work for me either. 

DAD: Is that so? 

KYLE: I’m also a bit concerned with how you’ve been pushing your jobs off on others. 

DAD: Really? 

KYLE: Up until this past year, certain tasks have been performed by you 
exclusively, including the cleaning of my play room, the walking and feeding of the dog, 
and of course, cutting the grass. Yet more and more, you seem to be trying to push 
those jobs off on others. 

DAD: Like who? 

KYLE: Like me. 

DAD: Oh yes, I did do that. 
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KYLE: Mr. Maslow, why on Earth would you try and pass your regular job duties off on 
your employer? 

DAD: Well, I always thought that was part of my job. Teaching my children to be 
responsible, to be part of the household duties. 

KYLE: That’s where you and I see a little different. 

DAD: I guessed that. 

KYLE: Mr. Maslow I see a lot of good reasons to keep you on, but I think if you are 
going to continue being father in this house, we’re going to need some changes. 

DAD: And what would those changes be? 

KYLE: Bedtime needs to move to ten o’clock, with video games until ten as well. And 
you’re going to have to resume some of the duties we already addressed, particularly 
with the dog, the playroom, and cutting the grass. 

DAD: And if I refuse? 

KYLE: Well, you may have to take your talents elsewhere. 

DAD: You know what? That’s fair. It’s been a pleasure being your Dad, Mr. Kyle, but I 
think it might be best if we part ways. 

KYLE: What?? 

DAD: Good luck getting to basketball practice later today. Oh and the comic book shop. 
Back issues are 30% off today. 

KYLE: Wait, Dad! 

DAD: That’s Mr. Maslow. 

KYLE: No it’s not. You’re my Dad, and you better be joking. 

DAD: That depends. Is that performance review set in stone or is there room for 
negotiation? 

KYLE: I might be able to move a few things around. 

DAD: Are you sure? 
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KYLE: I’d love to stay up later. And you were right - cutting the grass? It’s not that fun. 
But I wouldn’t trade you for any dad in the world. 

DAD: Well, I am glad to know I always have a job here. Come on, let’s go get some 
donuts. 

KYLE: Way to start the new year on the right foot, Mr. Maslow. I mean, Dad.  



ITEMS NEEDED: 
A tool kit

When something’s broken around the house, you call for Dad, and when Dad hears 
something is broken, he reaches for his tool kit. A wise dad keeps a tool handy for any 
big job. From pliers to wrenches to hammers to screwdrivers, Philips and flat head, Dad 
has the tool to fix, tighten, and nail down just about everything. 

Dads take care of a lot of things around the house. They do the heavy lifting when it’s 
needed. They can also do the heavy discipline. They make sure the house is secure 
and locked up at night. They teach you responsibility. They know how to have fun, but 
they also know when to be serious and when to be strong. 

Dads have a tough job, but they have a Father of their own in Heaven to guide them. A 
father is supposed to lead, to teach, and to comfort, but more importantly, he is 
supposed to model the love of God the Father to his children. 

Fathers deserve our love and respect. Let’s show them we love them this week with our 
actions and obedience as well as our words.  

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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WHIPLASH

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Five orange cones
Five empty Coke cans
A neck tie

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose one player for this game. Set each can on top of a cone. The player will have 
60 seconds to use the tie as a whip and knock all five cans off the top of the cones. If 
they can complete the task before time runs out, they win a prize. 

VARIATION: 
For smaller kids, use three cones and cans instead of five. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Dads deserve more than ties on Father’s Day. They deserve our respect and love.

LARGE GROUP GAME
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Show Dad you love him. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will think of something good or helpful they can do for their dad this week. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 2:13-23, Joseph Leads His Family

INTRO:
How many of you guys have made some fun and crazy plans with your Dad today? 
Who’s cooking out? Who is playing outdoors? Who’s going to stay inside and watch 
Dad’s favorite movies or play his favorite video games with him all day? 

Dads can be almost like another kid at times. They love being crazy, and they love 
having fun. Dads are the ones who usually take you to a ball game or a comic 
convention. Dads are more likely to do something crazy or let you do something crazy, 
provided you remember the golden rule of goofing off with Dad: don’t tell your mother! 

As fun as Dads can be, there are times they aren’t so fun. For example, if you did 
something bad, I mean really bad, whom do you want to bust you? Mom, or Dad? For 
some reason, getting busted by Dad is so much worse. Dad’s anger is hotter than 
moms, and his disappointment can be absolutely crushing. 

Dads may not be the ones you want mad at you, but they are the ones you want 
watching over you. Dads are protective of their kids - their sons, and especially their 
daughters. They go to great lengths to keep your home safe and keep you safe. They 
want everyone to have peace of mind knowing they are watching out for everyone. 
They are our protectors. 

Dads have a lot of jobs. They are friends, mentors, disciplinarians, protectors, 
providers, prayer warriors, and spiritual leaders. God put a lot of responsibility on 
Dads, and a godly Dad is a man who truly deserves our honor and respect. 

God chose a man like that to be the father of his only son Jesus. Let’s read about 
Joseph and see if we can determine what kind of man he was. 
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READ MATTHEW 2:13-23

MAIN POINT: 
Joseph was a man who loved his family. He wanted to protect them and keep them 
safe, and when he heard his son was in danger, he acted quickly. Joseph moved them 
to Egypt so Jesus could not be found and he could grow up in safety. 

Joseph was equally protective of Mary. Back in chapter 1, we read that Joseph married 
Mary in spite of any fears he had about what people might think of him. He knew Mary’s 
child, his son, would actually be God’s son, and when God told him to marry his 
fiancee, he did not hesitate. Joseph looked out for his wife emotionally and physically. 
He was a good man, a good leader, and a good follower of God. 

Godly husbands lead their families, even while they themselves are following God. 
Godly dads deserve our respect, and we need to thank God for them every day. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
God wants us to honor our fathers for all the great things they do for us. He wants us to 
be thankful for the fun times, but he also wants us to appreciate all the ways they guide 
and protect us. 

We need to thank our Dads for working hard to provide our homes and all the things we 
have. Dads and Moms work very hard to make sure we have everything we need, and 
for that, they deserve our gratitude. 

We need to thank Dads for their wisdom and direction. We need to listen when they tell 
us stories about their own childhoods because they have lessons to teach us. We also 
need to listen when they correct us. It’s never fun when Dad is disappointed in you, but 
we can learn so much from those experiences and honor Dad by being good listeners 
who obey him. 

We need to thank our Dads for watching over us as well. Dads and Moms do so many 
things on a daily basis to protect us and keep us safe. They do it because they love us, 
and we should love them in return. 

Most important of all, we need to thank our Dads for their spiritual guidance. If you 
are here today, and your father has come with you, you definitely have a father who is 
worthy of praise. A dad’s most important job is to teach his kids about Jesus, and if he’s 
brought you here today, it means he truly cares about your spiritual life. 

Dads need to know we appreciate them. We need to tell him we love him and honor 
him by listening and obeying his instructions. Dads are friends, disciplinarians, 
protectors, providers, teachers, and leaders. 
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READ MATTHEW 2:13-23

MAIN POINT: 
Joseph was a man who loved his family. He wanted to protect them and keep them 
safe, and when he heard his son was in danger, he acted quickly. Joseph moved them 
to Egypt so Jesus could not be found and he could grow up in safety. 

Joseph was equally protective of Mary. Back in chapter 1, we read that Joseph married 
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child, his son, would actually be God’s son, and when God told him to marry his 
fiancee, he did not hesitate. Joseph looked out for his wife emotionally and physically. 
He was a good man, a good leader, and a good follower of God. 

Godly husbands lead their families, even while they themselves are following God. 
Godly dads deserve our respect, and we need to thank God for them every day. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
God wants us to honor our fathers for all the great things they do for us. He wants us to 
be thankful for the fun times, but he also wants us to appreciate all the ways they guide 
and protect us. 

We need to thank our Dads for working hard to provide our homes and all the things we 
have. Dads and Moms work very hard to make sure we have everything we need, and 
for that, they deserve our gratitude. 

We need to thank Dads for their wisdom and direction. We need to listen when they tell 
us stories about their own childhoods because they have lessons to teach us. We also 
need to listen when they correct us. It’s never fun when Dad is disappointed in you, but 
we can learn so much from those experiences and honor Dad by being good listeners 
who obey him. 

We need to thank our Dads for watching over us as well. Dads and Moms do so many 
things on a daily basis to protect us and keep us safe. They do it because they love us, 
and we should love them in return. 

Most important of all, we need to thank our Dads for their spiritual guidance. If you 
are here today, and your father has come with you, you definitely have a father who is 
worthy of praise. A dad’s most important job is to teach his kids about Jesus, and if he’s 
brought you here today, it means he truly cares about your spiritual life. 

Dads need to know we appreciate them. We need to tell him we love him and honor 
him by listening and obeying his instructions. Dads are playmates, disciplinarians, 
protectors, providers, teachers, and leaders. 

LARGE GROUP LESSON

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY LESSON

They are a gift from God, and they deserve all the love we can give them today! 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for our Dads! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
What is one fun thing you learned from your Dad? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Ephesians 6:1
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Pass out a few ties, and see who among the kids knows how to tie one around their 
neck or somebody else’s. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 2:13-23

Who was Joseph? 

What did the angel warn Joseph about? 

How did Joseph protect Jesus? 

What are some things your Dad has done to teach or protect you? 

What is one thing you can do as an act of love for your Dad this week? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to show our Dads how much we love them. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
What is one fun thing you learned from your Dad? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Ephesians 6:1
Give all the kids a Bible. Then after you read the verse, give them the reference and 
see who can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Pass out a few ties, and see who among the kids knows how to tie one around their 
neck or somebody else’s. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 2:13-23

How did Joseph protect Jesus? 

What are some things your Dad has done to teach or protect you? 

What are some ways your Dad has led you in your spiritual life? 

What are some other blessings you received from your Dad? 

What is one thing you can do as an act of love for your Dad this week? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to show our Dads how much we love them.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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TRUE OR FALSE

God doesn’t expect much from our Dads.
FALSE

Joseph protected Jesus by fleeing to Egypt. 
TRUE

We need to listen to what our fathers teach us. 
TRUE

Dads don’t have much responsibility for teaching us about Jesus. 
FALSE

We can honor Dad with action and obedience, not just words. 
TRUE

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Happy Father’s Day Lesson

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY LESSON

         IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Joseph was a godly man who lived as Jesus’ earthly father. When Jesus was a child 
and his life was in danger, Joseph led his family to safety. A godly father loves and 
protects his family, and listens and obeys his Father in heaven.  We can show our dad 
that we love him, by obeying him and respecting his instruction. Matthew 2:13-23, 
Joseph Leads His Family

      HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Mom and the kids: Take some time to share with Dad some of the things you 
appreciate most about him, and make an effort to anticipate some things he needs this 
week and do them before you are asked.    

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How did Joseph protect his family from Herod?
- What are some responsibilities God has given Dads?
- How can we show our appreciation for the things our Dads have done?

               AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse: 
“Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it’s the right 
thing to do.” Ephesians 6:1 (NIrV)   

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Dads are fun-spirited, but they have a serious job. God wants us to listen to their 
instruction, heed their wisdom, and honor them by listening and obeying what they 
have to teach us.  Make it a priority to spend time with your heavenly Father this week.
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Have the kids create three “coupons” for their Dad. One can be for a free hug or cuddle 
time, but the other two should be for chores that the kids will do without griping when 
cashed in. 

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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