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Each year, Lent begins its journey with the story of Jesus’ baptism and his forty-day ordeal in the 
wilderness.  Why?  Certainly, it has to do with the forty days of Lent. I’m sure that’s part of 
it. Maybe part of the reason is that baptism marks the beginning of our Christian journey with 
God. 
 
But maybe there is an even more important reason that Lent begins with the story of Jesus’ 
baptism and temptation. It’s about discovering that we are beloved children of a God who is 
always present to us, no matter what. 
 
At Jesus’ baptism, God ripped apart the heavens and called out, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” And, God’s Spirit entered into Jesus and then led him into the 
wilderness. Just as Jesus’ time in the wilderness came after his baptism, so does ours, as our 
Christian formation continues to flow from that foundation. God calls us his sons and daughters; 
reminding us that our true identity is not something we craft on our own, but is rooted in being 
God’s beloved. For some of us, we might not imagine that we could be beloved by anyone, let 
alone God. So, this is important. Each and everyone of us is a beloved child of God. And then, 
we are sent into the wilderness. 
 
Scripture tells us that the devil tested him, trying to convince him to use the power of God rather 
than relying upon the faithfulness of God. Baptism does not give us the power of God, but makes 
reliance on God’s faithfulness, possible. It seems that no resistance of temptation is successful 
without the presence of God. And therein lies God’s promise to us. It is not that baptism 
guarantees the power to defend and deflect temptation, nor that it will keep out things that will 
threaten our belief, our trust, and our relationship with God. It is a promise that in all battles with 
evil, with all that tempts us, God is present. 
 
It is through our journey in the wilderness where we discover all of this. In the Bible, the 
wilderness is a place of wild beasts, of danger, temptation and chaos. But, it is also a place for 
solitude, nourishment, and revelation from God. Jesus enters the wilderness only with the 
promise of God’s presence. Not with fighting skills, not with self-help strategies, not with 
techniques for passing the tests, but only his personal knowledge because of God’s direct words 
to him that he will be there. Jesus goes into the wilderness, not with the conviction of success but 
only because he knows that nothing will separate him from God.  
 
We experience the wilderness when we slow down, reduce distractions and gain focus; when we 
face life’s perils and tough decisions; and when we struggle and question our faith. In our 
various kinds of wilderness experiences, we, too, struggle against the wild beasts of our times 
and our lives. When doing so, we can learn from Jesus. In the wilderness, he encountered all the 
evil that there is – because he found it in himself, in his own humanity. For in every human being 
lie the best of God and the worst of evil. These experiences provide us the opportunity to really 
look at ourselves in the mirror, to see what we are made of, and of deciding what really matters 
in life. Jesus emerged from the wilderness transformed. He moved out among God’s people, 
loving them as God loves, teaching them about God, and finally proving that we are loved by 
God without condition, by his making us all worth dying for. 
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What does wilderness mean to you? How have you met God in a wilderness place? What were 
the risks of entering your wilderness? How was God revealed? To preach the temptation of Jesus 
is to call attention to our greatest temptations. Self-examination during Lent comes as essential 
re-evaluation in the midst of our journeys in faith. As we promise at baptism, we commit to 
turning away from “all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God” that “corrupt 
and destroy the creatures of God.” Evil can enter our lives when hard decisions need to be made, 
and we encounter it most strongly in those areas where we are weakest. The temptations that 
Jesus met in the wilderness are also our temptations, drawing us to a selfishness that prevents us 
from showing love and respect to others, pressing us to manipulate the world into the form that 
we want rather than that which God intends. 
 
Our Scriptures for this first Sunday in Lent tell us clearly, unapologetically, without any doubt, 
that God is present in it all. We can look at Jesus’ temptation and our own, whatever it is, 
whatever it turns out to be, and say, God was there; God is here with me. 
 
But the power of God’s love can help us resist the temptations and defeat the beasts that dwell 
among us. From our baptism, we gain the sign that marks us Christ’s own forever. Our success in 
resisting evil, turning from our sins into lives renewed in love, moves us beyond our time in the 
wilderness. And as recipients of the Good News Jesus proclaims, we are empowered by the 
reality of God’s kingdom that has come near, and can become a people, who, with God’s love, 
can transform the world. Amen. 
 


