“…These that have turned the world upside
down are come hither also;
Acts 17: 6b

Here They Come

Paul and Silas entered the Jewish temple in Thessalonica and began discussing
scripture. Unlike other scholars who entered those sacred doors, these disciples turned the
discussion toward the revelation of the Messiah so many Jews longed for.
Some joyfully welcomed the news that Jesus lived, died, and rose again to redeem His
people from sin. But for others this strange doctrine brought derision and even envy!
Chasing the men of God out of the temple, these unbelievers soon surrounded the
home of Jason, the man who hosted Paul and Silas while they were in the city.
Troublemakers could be heard shouting, “These that have turned the world upside down are
come hither also!” How ironic that a message of peace and hope would be met with such
negativity!
In that respect, little has changed over the centuries. Sin is tolerated and even
celebrated in most circles of society today. But a child of God who represents modesty,
holiness, and devotion to the King of Kings is often labeled as extreme and fanatical. Daniel
faced this as a captive in Babylon when he refused the king’s meat. Noah was mocked while
building the ark when no one had ever seen rain. God’s way has rarely made sense to the
crowds.
Sometimes you just have to stand for what you know is right according to God’s
Word. You might even consider it a compliment when you hear someone says, “You’re one of
them!” With head held high, you can join Paul in declaring, “I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek,” (Romans 1: 16). Our world needs someone to declare Jesus!
Family Prayer: Lord Jesus, I count it an honor to live for You when so many others are choosing a life of sin and
selfishness. Give me strength to just keep standing for You even when it’s not popular! In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Looking

Inward

Here’s a little homework assignment:
Look up I Peter 2:9. Using a dictionary,
define key words from this verse:
chosen, royal, holy, peculiar, etc. Does
this give you a clearer picture of what
God’s people represent in a world full
of sinfulness?

Let’s talk
Has there ever been a time when you were witnessing to someone and
another person stepped in and tried to disrupt the conversation? How do
you handle this type of opposition?

Not everyone appreciates the truth of
God’s Word (just like the example in
today’s devotion). But even as Paul and
Silas found out, no matter how dark
things get, someone is waiting to see the
light of God’s love shining through you!

Additional Challenges
Let’s take a closer look at this story from Acts 17.
· How many days did Paul and Silas discuss scripture with the Thessalonians?
________________
· Which two segments of society responded positively to this message? (verse 4)
_________________ and _______________________
· What argument did the troublemakers use to convince the rulers that Paul and Silas
were wrong? ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
· Where did Paul and Silas go when they left Thessalonica?
_______________________
· What one word described the Bereans? (verse 11) __________________
· What did the Jews from Thessalonica do when they found where Paul and Silas went?
___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
This verse describes God’s people…
1 Peter 2: 9
“But ye are a____________________ _________________, a _________________ priesthood, an
________________nation, a ________________people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
You are chosen!
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Unscramble each of the clue words.
Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.
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