
October 1, 2020 
 

God Fills the Need 
 

"Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining”  
Exodus 16:9b 

  
 I was in my third year at Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky and we had just welcomed our first-born 
son into this world.  To be blunt we were not doing well financially.  I had a part-time position as a youth director 
while my wife was working as a teacher’s assistant at the local high school.  The Church I worked at was an hour and 
a half drive roundtrip which kept our gas bills high.  We had the added expense of diapers and everything else one 
must do to provide for a baby.  All of this was happening while we were also taking out student loans to afford my 
classes. 
 We found ourselves in financial trouble.  I was continually in a mindset of fear, worry, and stress.  When you 
are living a life paycheck to paycheck which is not enough, you can quickly fall into a state of hopelessness. 
 My wife and I decided to take a course in our Church on what the Bible has to say about money, hoping to get 
a Biblical reign on our finances.  What we quickly learned from that class was something I did not want to hear; it was 
the importance scripture places on tithing.  Tithing is the biblical practice for God’s people to give 10 percent of your 
resources to the Lord.   

I had always given to the Church; I learned to give when I was a child putting a dollar every Sunday in the 
plate as it was passed.  However, I never had the courage, the discipline, or quite frankly the trust to commit to 10  
percent as an adult.  10 percent is a lot when you are having trouble paying the bills every month!!!  But we were  
convicted to begin to worship with our tithe placing our trust in the Lord to provide for our needs. 
 A week or two into our tithing commitment we looked in our mailbox and saw a letter which said simply, 
“May the Lord continue to bless you and your family.”  Inside that envelope was a $200 gift card to Kroger (the HEB 
of the north).  It was a needed sign to our family that God indeed does provide in unexpected ways!  We have not 
stopped tithing to this day.  Though we may have had to give up some things that we want, the Lord has always pro-
vided what our family has needed. 
 We do not tithe because we think the Church needs our money, my family tithes because it reminds us to put 
our trust not in ourselves but in God to provide for our needs.  It is a genuine act of worship that has truly helped me 
draw near to the Lord with my worries, fears, and stress.   

If you are not tithing, please be in prayer about starting.  Whether you are moving towards giving 10   percent, 
ready to give over 10 percent, or just start giving altogether, putting your trust in God is 
never a bad thing!  May you draw near to the Lord and experience our mighty God’s pro-
vision for your life. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Phillip Hoeflinger 

 



FUMC Sound and Video Upgrade! 
 
 

Last month we announced that we would be taking a special offering to up-
grade our sound and video capabilities in the Sanctuary which will allow us 
to offer a better worship experience both in person and on-line. It is nec-
essary we have this improvement in order to continue our YouTube worship 
services when we eventually go back to having people back in the sanctuary. 
The generosity we have seen has been awesome! We are now over $10,000 
of personal donations from our congregation! This is what we were needing 
to go forward with having the system installed which should be in mid-
October!   
We are not finished raising funds for this upgrade as we need another 
$13,000 to complete the project.  If you would like to help in contributing 
to this needed ministry, please send a check to the Church office or do-
nate to the sound and video upgrade through our website.  Thank you for 
your generosity FUMC!  

Stewardship Campaign 
 
October is the beginning of our church's stewardship campaign. We will 
be mailing pledge cards out the week of October 11th. Please watch your 
mail for these cards and prayerfully consider your pledge for next year.  
 
Thank you, 
Lynn Jaramillo 
Finance Chair 

   
 
 
 
 
  10/1      David Ferguson  10/17 Angela Helms 
               10/2      Tom Turbeville  10/20 Nathan Garcia 
    Lynne Silva    Luis Daniel Armendariz  
  10/12 Steven Masso  10/29 Larry Reser 
  10/15 Elijah Canning    Rebecca Gutierrez 
        10/31 Jordan Gonzalez  
  


