
 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 
“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 
     --Jeremiah 2:9, 10 
 

I’ve been thinking about change lately. In the abstract, we tend not to mind change. When we’ve 
initiated change, we love it. We love it so much; we simply can’t fathom why everyone doesn’t jump 
on board with the changes we introduce. When change comes for us, especially change we didn’t 
initiate and or seek our initial approval, we hate it. Or at least we struggle against it. How do we 
react to change that God initiates? When God brings in a new idea or direction, sometimes, we 
simply do not want to do it. Jonah ran the opposite direction. Moses came up with every excuse 
why he could not what God wanted of him. In fact, he asked God to send someone else.  
 
God tells the prophet Jeremiah that God has appointed him over nations and kingdom, to pluck up 
and pull down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant. Perhaps it’s only me, but I tend to 
focus on the building and planting. I tend to miss the plucking up and pulling down, the destroying 
and overthrowing, or maybe I avoid them. I’d prefer to think about the new thing, and not dwell on 
the work that needs to be done to be ready for the new thing.  
 
God appoints Jeremiah to do the demo work, to prepare the people and the land for the new thing 
that God is about to do. There is always work to do to prepare for God’s new thing. I believe that 
God is always doing new things, which means that there is always prep work for us to do. There is 
always work for us to do in God’s kingdom.  
 
In the next few months, you will begin hearing about some new things that God is calling us to do 
here at FUMC Brownsville. The most immediate opportunity we have before us is to begin our 
preparations for a new and improved children’s ministry. There may be an opportunity for a new 
worship service or two. We may be able to offer new opportunities for our community to use our 
facilities. For most of this, we have no actual plans in place, nor have we made decisions to go 
ahead in these areas. These are dreams and ideas coming from our congregation. God is preparing 
us for new things. 
 
The first step for us, regardless of what comes next, is to begin with prayer. I ask you to think 
about serving on a prayer team to seek God’s vision for us. We’ll begin meeting weekly for a time 
of prayer this summer to ask God to share a vision with us for our next steps. Look for              
announcement in the bulletin soon.  

Shalom,  

  
Rev. Dr. Celia Halfacre 
pastorcelia@gmail.com 
cell (512)564-0686 
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 Altar Rail 
 This Sunday we will be collecting money at the Altar Rail for our   
youth as the go on their mission trips this summer.  They will be heading 
out as soon as school is out.  All money that is collected will be used to 
help defray the expenses as they travel to work in other parts of Texas 
with UMArmy.  This is a wonderful opportunity to help our youth grow and 
serve with other youth here in Texas.   

 
 
Let’s study our Wesleyan heritage together, using Rev. Dr. 
William (Billy) Abraham’s book, Wesley for Armchair         
Theologians (ISBN: 978-0664226213). We will begin our 
study together on Tuesday, May 10 at 6:00 pm in the welcome 
center.  

Senior Sunday  
 
On Sunday May 15th we will be celebrating with our Graduating Seniors.  We have 5 
seniors that are graduating this year.  We will be celebrating their journey with us 
so far and wishing them good luck in their coming endeavors.   We will also return to 
the habit of sharing in a meal with a potluck after the  service, so dust off your   
casserole dishes and bring a dish to share after church with the congregation.   
 

Noisy Offering 
 
May has 5 Sundays so on the 5th Sunday, (May 29th)  we will again be col-
lecting our noisy offering.  So save your coins and   donate generously to 
our noisy offering.  This year we will be    using the offerings for our VBS 
and Children’s ministries.   

We will be working in the courtyard and other areas of the church     
property next Saturday, May 7th, from 8 am - noon.  In order to maintain 
our courtyard we need to continue to work on it monthly.   We can always 
use prayers, donations for supplies and physical help. If you would like 
more information on how you can help, please  contact Dianne McCleary 
(956-455-2922 or dkmccleary64@gmail.com).  
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