
March 3, 2021 
 

Holding On To What We Know 
 

“The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 
 It was nearly a year ago, March 15th 2020, the last worship service we had together  
before the threat of Covid-19 hit our community and our nation. The resulting pandemic has 
led us into a season of separation, uncertainty, and for many the loss of beloved friends and 
family. We now find ourselves entering March 2021, a full year gone by in which we have had 
to sacrifice so much. Reflecting on this year has been difficult for me, as I find myself    
having more questions than I would hope to have answers. 
 I don’t know when things will get back to normal. I don’t know when it will be safe to 
stop wearing masks or practice social distancing. I don’t know if I will get Covid and            
unknowingly pass it on to somebody else. I don’t know when my kids will be able to go back to 
school and see their friends. I don’t know when we will be able to sing aloud together in 
church. I don’t know how many people are actually worshiping with us on-line or when people 
will feel safe to come back in person. I don’t know if we will have to cut ministry from a      
decline in overall giving. I don’t know if Zoom will be the new normal for meetings in the fu-
ture. And I don’t know when our next church potluck will be! 
 These are just a few of the questions that have crossed my mind over this past year. 
You may relate to some, and I’m sure have your own that may have caused a restless night 
sleep. If we let them, these questions can spiral us into a state of anxiety which God does not 
want for me and does not want for you!  
 Instead, let us recognize that there will always be unanswered questions in our lives. 
Let us remember, that even through a global pandemic, God and the good news of Jesus 
Christ has remained the same, is the solid rock in which we stand, and is not going away. Let 
us remember that the people of God have historically gone through difficult and unfamiliar 
wilderness seasons which the Lord has led them through the other side. Through the       
questions, may our faith not waver but be affirmed. As we continue through Lent, let us      
remember the gift Jesus gave us in the cross and the life everlasting that we receive 
through faith. We may not know the future, but we know who holds it! Allow our great God to 
hold you, give Him your burdens and give thanks for His mercy and grace, Amen. 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Phillip Hoeflinger 



FUMC Covid-19 Protocol Update 
In May of 2020 our Church Council nominated and approved a team of church members who have 
given their discernment, time, and prayer to help lead our congregation in how to navigate church 
ministry and worship through the pandemic. This group has monitored the rise and fall of active 
Covid cases in Cameron County and the impact it has had on the city of Brownsville. They have   
also been observant in following CDC protocol for all gatherings. Encouraging the wearing of 
masks, social distancing of 6 feet between non-related people, temperatures checked, and the use of 
hand sanitizer. 
 
Starting Sunday March 7th, we will encourage humming instead of silence for those joining our 
in-person worship service.  We also will be re-opening the nursery for children who are 2nd grade 
and under.  
 
The Covid team has appointed Mary Reser as chair, if you would like to speak with her regarding 
FUMC Covid protocol she is available at (956)203-6706. Our next meeting is March 23rd and is 
open as are all meetings of FUMC. 
We understand that for some these protocols are too strict and for some they are too loose. A quote 
from John Wesley, “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one 
heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without a doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God 
may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 
We live in a truly diverse society and our church at FUMC Brownsville reflects it, culturally,      

economically, socially, and politically. The pandemic has brought disagreement, but it has also 

brought cooperation and ingenuity for new ways to think and be the Church. Members and family 

members from all over the United States now can join us in worship. Homebound members can  

participate in worship, hearing the Word read and proclaimed, as well as lift joys and concerns in 

prayer with the body of Christ. We give thanks for new opportunities for connection and pray the 

Lord lead us to more. 

   As the newly elected chairperson for the Covid team of the FUMC Brownsville I wish to let 
the congregation of our church be aware of the position that our committee has in respect to 
the Texas Governor’s announcement regarding the opening up of the state.   
 We feel that as medical professionals are still highly recommending that masks are to 
be worn for the foreseeable future.  We realize that we are all tired of the restrictions 
placed on us, but there are still not enough vaccines administered to come close to what can 
be considered “Herd Immunity”.  We would like to worship without fear but, at this time it is 
not possible.  The scientists are reminding us that it is too soon to let down our guard.  With 
this being said, we want to continue with all the safety protocols that we have put in place 
which include wearing masks, having our temperature taken, and keeping 6 feet between   
families as we worship.  By doing this we feel we are following our founder’s, John Wesley, 
command to “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, 
in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever 
you can.” 
 

Sincerely,  
Mary Reser Chair,  
Members: John Austin, Laura Gilmore, Lynn Jaramillo, Oscar Masso, Virginia White,  
Ex-Officio Members: Pastor Phillip Hoeflinger and Joan Wiley  



 An Update from the Finance Committee 
 Thank you again for continuing to give online, in person, or through 
the mail. If you are currently paying online using your credit or debit 
card, a fee is assessed to the church each time. Here is a chart showing 
the cost of fees for various amounts. 

                                   

 If you would like the church to receive your full tithe, you might 
consider using direct withdrawal from your checking or saving account. If 
that is not an option, you might prefer to add the fee to your donations 
so the church receives the full amount of your tithe. 
 Whatever you decide, please know that all tithes, in all manners, are 
greatly appreciated and used to the best of our abilities to further God’s 
word. 
Thank you. 
Lynn Jaramillo 
Finance Chair 



MARCH  BIRTHDAYS  
                                                        3/3             Diandra Balboa  

          3/5  Raul Rodriguez 

            Sarah Elizabeth Longoria 

          3/7  Jennifer Hernandez 

         Katelyn Rodriguez 

          3/12  Jesse Jaramillo 

         Jessie Feurtado 

          3/21  Aryam Garza 

          3/23 David Helms 

          3/25           Myriam Gutierrez 

          3/26 Debra Prince 

         Sally Ali 

          3/29 Mary Jo Pace 

         Rocio Hoeflinger 
          


