
March 1, 2020 
 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter  under heaven: at time to keep    

silence, and a time to speak.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1,7 

Does your soul ever long for a time of total silence?  Do you find   yourself     craving those times when 

the television is off, your phone stops ringing, sirens stop sounding, and even the voices of those you 

hold dear pause for a few minutes?  In the book of Ecclesiastes,     Solomon tells us there is a time to 

keep silent. 

Sometimes we accomplish more, inflict less pain, create less conflict, and damage less when we keep 

silent.  Our silent times can be our most productive times. 

In a house with four kids running, jumping, playing, and screaming, the   opportunity for   silence is few 

and far between.  There are times, when silence can have the opportunity to show itself, but even then          

distractions occur.  Things that need to get done become a priority, or the television or computer  become 

a focus point.  

Silence is a precious commodity that we all were created by God to  experience.  Why?  Because it is in 

silence that we listen best, and when we are willing to wait and listen to Him the blessing gained will be a 

treasure, and that time is never wasted.  As we come to know more about God, we come to know more 

about     ourselves. 

There are many precious promises about waiting upon the Lord: 

They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like    
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint (Isaiah 40:31). 

For God alone my soul waits in silence; from Him comes my salvation                 (Psalms 62:1). 
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God (Romans 8:19) 

May we all remember that time spent with God is the most precious and productive time we’ll spend in 

our day.  Be silent, listen, and be blessed this Lenten season! 

 Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Phillip Hoeflinger 



March Altar Rail Offering for One Great Hour of Sharing 

With this special offering, our generosity as a church covers the   
operating budget of UMCOR. This allows them to funnel 100 % of all 
other donations received throughout the year directly to relief      
efforts. 
UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ's church, moving        
towards the most vulnerable in their time of need. Helping people in 
their darkest days doesn't have to be something "they" do, it can be 
something "we" do. We hope that you will give generously this         
upcoming Sunday so that we, along with our United Methodist       
congregations around the globe, can share compassionate relief in the 
midst of devastation. 

 

Is God calling you to be involved in our church and our community?  
The Witnessing group of FUMC has two new opportunities for you to 
become involved with our church and our efforts to serve our      
community.  Our church has a commitment to serve the La Posada 
meal at Good Neighbor Settlement House on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month.  We are looking for help cooking and serving the meal at 
GNSH on the 4th Wednesday in March, which is March 25th.  We do 
not have a group from the church scheduled for that day, so we need 
people to volunteer to help cook and to serve the food.   Oscar Masso 
is heading that team so if you are willing to help cook, or help serve, 
call Oscar at 956-592-0739.  You may also sign up in the Welcome 
center.  With 7 people willing to give 3 hours of time on a Wednesday 
afternoon we can see that 120 people are fed for one meal.   
 The second opportunity is to volunteer with World Central 
Kitchen which is preparing food in our kitchen to take to serve to the 
asylum seekers in Mexico.  This work is just in the food prep in our 
church.  If you could give an hour or two or more a week please go to 
http://fumcbrownsville.org/to sign up.  This is not difficult, but it 
helps to feed people who are in need.  Let’s join together to be the 
hands and feet of Christ in our town.  

http://fumcbrownsville.org/


KIDS NITE OUT 

Kids Nite Out will be Friday, February 14th at 6 pm. Bring your kids for a fun 
evening at the church while you do what you need to get done. Call the church 
office, 956-546-5364 by Thursday, February 13th to reserve your child’s 
place. This is free.  

CALLED CHURCH CONFERENCE 

There will be a called church conference on Sunday, March 15th       
immediately following the 11 am service.  The Trustees need to get 
money from the endowment fund to make several capital                  
improvements to our facility.  Please come and find out what is being 
requested and what will be done with the funds.  

 Listen to Him 
 

A church-wide 40 day Lenten devotional 

It happened on perhaps the best day of his life so far—the day      
before the day Jesus would make the journey to the worst day of his 
life. Jesus and three of his disciples gathered on a high mountain 
where Jesus was transfigured right before their eyes. The voice of 
God spoke three thunderously piercing words into the minds and 
hearts of those disciples: LISTEN TO HIM 
Those words now come to us, the present-day disciples of Jesus. The 
forty days of Lent open up a journey from the top of Transfiguration 
Mountain to the bottom of the Valley of the Cross. These forty days 
provide forty steps, if you will, to lean in and listen deeply to          
Jesus. As we do so we find the way of the cross is the road to       
resurrection. Listening to Jesus—it’s our highest calling to the lowest 
place where we discover our lives transformed and our worst days 
breaking forth into our best life. 
You are invited to join our congregation as we listen to Him      
together! Come pick up a book in the Welcome Center, $10     
donation.  



ANNUAL UMW CHURCH BELLES GARAGE SALE 

 The day is quickly approaching for the UMW annual garage sale.  
The Garage Sale will be on April the 4th at 8 am.  We are now          
collecting items to sale.  If you have some items that you want to    
donate, please bring them to the church Monday through Thursday  
between 8:30 to 1:00 and Joe can put them in room 16 where we will 
store them until the garage sale.  If you can’t get there during that 
time call Mary Reser at 956-203-6706 to make arrangements for an 
alternative time.   

Then plan to come on April 4th at 8 am to find treasures for a        
reasonable price.  All proceeds go to support missions both here in our 
area and around the world.  

FUMC Annual Winter Texan Potluck    
Sunday March 1st 

On March 1, we welcome you to stay after our 11:00 worship service 
for a potluck lunch in honor of our friends up north! All are welcome 
to bring a dish as we fellowship and feast with joy in Christ Jesus! 


