
 

Greetings Church, this past month we have continued to worship on-line via 
YouTube services and gather through Zoom meetings as we navigate 

through this COVID-19 reality we all are in.  I have heard from many asking where we stand 
regarding when to gather back together.  Your elected Church Council met and organized a 
team to discuss this very subject.  My hope is this update will give you some answers and      
encouragement for our Summer together. 

It has been determined that we are not yet ready to resume our Sunday morning gathering’s 
and weekly small groups in person.  Cameron county continues to report double digit numbers of 
new cases found every day, and many of those cases are coming from Brownsville in particular.  
There needs to be a significant and consistent shift of the spread of COVID in our community 
before we feel indoor worship and small group activity can resume on our campus.  We also 
need to upgrade our audio and visual equipment to stream our services on YouTube with a live 
congregation present.   

I know this decision is a polarizing one as we see businesses and churches re-opening in our 
community.  Know it was made prayerfully with the sure hope we will meet again and can      
continue to be the Church of Jesus Christ regardless if we are physically together or          
separate. 

It is my joy to inform you that we will be offering new opportunities for ministry over the 
summer.  There will be new Bible studies and small groups that will be meeting virtually over 
Zoom.  And beginning June 14th, you are welcome to attend our new evening worship service 
outside in the courtyard with prayer, scripture, special music, and communion!  This service will 
be different from our 11:00 a.m. service and is not meant to take the place of morning worship.  
It will be an opportunity to physically see one another and take the sacrament of communion 
again!  There is a lot of thought and planning that is going into this decision and I encourage 
you to please keep reading the newsletter to hear more about these new ministries and how to 
be engaged in the body of Christ here at FUMC Brownsville.  I am blessed and honored to be 
your pastor for another year, praise be to God! 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Phillip Hoeflinger 

 
 

An Important Update for FUMC Brownsville 



Weekly Evening Worship & Survey 

We will be starting a weekly Sunday evening service on June 14th. We plan 
on praising God through prayer, scripture, special music, and communion. This 
service will be held     outdoors at 7:30 p.m. in the courtyard following CDC and 
safety guidelines. We need your  input to get our re-opening off to a strong 
start.  Please go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W2GGQQW and fill out 
our survey so we can plan a 6 foot distance for households in      attendance. 

Be aware, that parishioners aged over 65, and/or who have medical conditions 
such as         diabetes, high blood pressure, lung disease,  active treatment for 
cancer, or a known immune compromised status are at higher risk, and therefore 
may attend at their own discretion. 

For everyone's safety, if you have a cough, temperature above 99, or suspected 
exposure to Covid-19 please remain at home. 

We are asking all who attend to bring your own mask and lawn chair.  We will 
make            accommodations for any who do not have or     cannot bring these 
items.  Again, please take the time to go and fill out the very short survey, it will 
greatly help us prepare to come      together and worship our great God safely! 

 

Finance Report for June Newsletter 

 People may be wondering how our church is doing financially during these 
unusual times. As of the end of April, our year-to-date income was $311,057 and 
our expenses totaled $305,875 for a surplus of $5,182. We are behind in our  
apportionments, however, by $5,405. So, taking that into effect,  we are just 
about breaking even. Our pledged contributors and Winter Texans are continuing 
to faithfully tithe. Thank you! Of course, since we are not physically together, 
we are receiving very little from visitors, guests, and loose plate. Our church did 
receive a Payroll Protection Program loan from the CARES Act to continue to pay 
all our staff. This loan should be forgiven since we are only using it for salaries 
and utilities. 

 As summer approaches, contributions typically fall. This is a concern, as any 
more expenses or fewer contributions will greatly affect out budget.  Please  
continue to offer your tithes and contributions, or even to increase the amount, 
if possible, to offset the loss of other offerings. You may mail a check to FUMC 
Brownsville 1225 Boca Chica Blvd. 78520 or pay online through          
fumcbrownsville.org.  One prayer that God will always answer is this…”God, please 
outdo me in generosity.” 

Blessings to all, 
Lynn Jaramillo 
Finance Chair 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W2GGQQW


FUMC On-line Summer Study Groups 

The Epic of Eden: Understanding the Old Testament 
Twelve-week book/video study, Tuesday’s, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
The Old Testament makes up three-fourths of the Bible – a clear    

majority – and yet it is the least understood part of the Bible.    
Sandra Richter is one of the finest teachers of the Old Testament 
in the world.  She has a way of teaching that brings it to life.  As a 
result of engaging with her in this study of the O.T., you will come to 
a profound understanding of the New Testament and all that   
Scripture means for your life.   

Introductory meeting on June 9th, contact Pastor Phillip for more      
information (830)255-6073 

 
Daily Prayer with Pastor Phillip  
Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. on YouTube 
Join Pastor Phillip live from his home and begin your day with around 15

-20 minutes of prayer using the Field Guide for Daily Prayer as a 
guide. 

 
New Life Sunday School 
Sunday’s, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 
We are finishing “Stories Jesus Told by Greg Carey this week and then 
we are going to be studying 1 & 2 Peter by Max Lucado . 
If you are interested in joining contact Mary Reser at (956)203-6706 

or email her at mreser0120@gmail.com.   
 
Men’s Bible Study, 1 Corinthians 
Monday’s, Noon on Zoom 
Starting June 15th all men are welcome to join a journey through 1    

Corinthians.  We read a chapter, have discussion, and close with 
prayer for one another.  You can jump into this informal study at any 
time.   

If you are interested in joining call or text Pastor Phillip at (830)255-
6073 

 
(Cont.) 



June Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

6/1     Justice Guzman   6/16     William Armour 

6/6     Lynn Jaramillo   6/19     Lupe Hernandez 

6/8     David Charles         Ashley Silva 

     Renatha Sanchez  6/20     Gracie Rodriguez 

6/11     Erin McCleary   6/23     Lourdes Carrasco 

6/13     Patrice Clayton   6/24     Don Robinson 

       6/27     Tara Carnesi 

Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday’s, 5:30 p.m. by conference call. 
We are starting “For His Glory” by Mariah Jordan Ellis.  This is a 
study of  Ephesians.   We meet on the phone to discuss the  lesson .   
If you are interested in joining contact Mary Reser at (956)203-

6706 
 
Cornerstone Class 
Thursday’s, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Weekly study which goes deeper into the meaning, study, and memo-

rization of God’s Word in and for your heart!  
If you are interested in joining contact David Charles (956)518-1171 
 
Youth Fellowship & Bible Study 
Sunday’s and Wednesday’s, 6:30 – 8:00 on Zoom 
Weekly Wednesday bible study and Sunday night fellowship and 

games for grades 6-12.  


