
January  1. 2021 

Happy New Year! 
 

“The one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new” 
Revelation 21:5 

Whenever a new year rolls around I find myself having an optimistic attitude at 
what will be ahead.  The possibilities are endless! Where and how will God lead, inspire, 
bless, or transform us?  When we celebrated the start of 2020, we had no idea the 
challenges it would bring.  This past year has been filled with uncertainty, anxiety, and 
loss for many of us. It has also brought an appreciation and value for the relationships 
we have with one another. But now we have made it, 2020 is officially over and 2021 
has finally arrived and that optimistic attitude is creeping up again!  I think we all hope 
that 2021 is a year we can get back to some normalcy as the vaccine is delivered and              
administered around the world. We are looking forward to something different from 
last year,    something new.  

Transformation is an important theme in and throughout scripture. From God   
transforming dust into Adam, to Jesus transforming death to life, God has made the 
concept of transformation wired  into our very being. We are born and our bodies are 
in a continual state of transformation until we die. God means not just for our body to 
transform, but our mind and soul as well! He wants us to find and know Jesus as Lord 
allowing the Holy Spirit to sanctify us into something new. God desires us to have a  
renewed mind in the likeness of His Son. 

One day, the Son will return in glory and make all things new, wiping away the tears 
of hurt, pain, and death; restoring the Earth to the paradise God originally designed in 
the garden of Eden. Until that day, we are called to allow God to transform our mind, 
heart, and soul so that others may see a glimpse of that paradise in us! 

I encourage you as we enter this new year, to allow God to do something new in you. 
Don’t try to find what that is for yourself, so your heart does not deceive you, but 
seek it in His word and let that be the catalyst for transformation! Jesus started the 
church to do this with one another!  As 2021     begins, join or start a small group to 
pray, read scripture, and fellowship together. We have a list of open groups in our 
newsletter. Take a leap of faith this new year and allow God to make it the best of 
your life. 

 
Grace and Peace, 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Phillip Hoeflinger 



Join a Discipleship Group! 
Grow relationships…with Christ and one another! 

 
Daily Prayer with Pastor Phillip  
Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. on YouTube 
Join Pastor Phillip live from his home and begin your day with around 15-20 minutes 

of prayer using the Field Guide for Daily Prayer. 
 
Above and Beyond Sunday School 
Sunday’s, 9:45 a.m. on Zoom 
All ages are welcome to join weekly in depth Bible teaching and discussion, currently 

led by retired UMC clergy Chuck Hoffmeister. 
If you are interested in joining contact Judy Brewer at (956)545-9025 
 
New Life Sunday School 
Sunday’s, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 
We are open to all who wish to study God’s word.   We are starting a new study on 
January 10.  We will be studying the book “Unafraid” by Adam Hamilton.  If you are 
interested in joining us please either email Mary Reser at mreser0120@gmail.com or 
call her at 956-203-6706.  
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Monday’s, Noon on Zoom 
All men are welcome to join as we read a chapter of scripture, have discussion, and 

close with prayer for one another.  You can jump into this informal study at any 
time.   

If you are interested in joining contact Pastor Phillip at (830)255-6073 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday’s, 5:30 p.m.  by phone. We meet over the phone every Wednesday at       
5 pm.   We are finishing up a study of Ephesians called “For His Glory” by Marian    
Jordan Ellis and will be starting a new book “Lose Control” by   Mary Shannon     
Hoffpauir.  This is a great way to look at what we say and what we do. Often, we 
think “God is in control” but we live like we are. It takes spilling a hot, burning mess 
to make us realize what little control we have and how dependent on God we truly 
are. This six-week Bible study is on 1 Samuel for women of all ages. If you are           
interested in this group call Mary Reser at 956-203-6706 

Cornerstone Class 
Thursday’s, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Weekly study of scripture of which goes deeper into the meaning, study, and      

memorization of God’s Word in and for your heart!  
If you are interested in joining contact David Charles (956)518-1171 
 
Youth Fellowship 
Sunday’s, 4:00 in the courtyard 
Sunday night fellowship, Bible lesson and games for grades 6-12.  
(Cont.) 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1/2      Gene Brewer     1/18    William Turbeville III 
    Allen Pace     1/19    Esther Garcia 
1/7    Robert Hoeflinger    1/20    Joan Moline 
    Marianela Watson        Mary Reser 
1/9    Richard Henneke        Gerry Vest 
1/10    Orlando Garza, Jr.    1/22    Ginger Spruiell 
    Fred Ragland      1/25    Zachary Masso 
1/11    Lin Davis      1/27    Norma Ferguson 
1/16    Brooke Feurtado         Charles Barry Little 
    Pat L. Pace, Sr.    1/29    Joan Brown 
            Vicki Saenz 

(Continued) 
United Methodist Women 
The Church Belles Circle of the United Methodist Women meets the 4th Thursday of 
every month at 7 pm.  During this time of Covid-19, we are meeting on Zoom.  At each 
meeting we have a program, prayer and discussion to support each other.  We are 
part of the El Valle District United Methodist Women which in turn is part of the        
world-wide United Methodist Women.  The mission of the    United Methodist    
Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience    
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive  
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global    
ministries of the church.  If you are interested in joining us please call Mary Reser at 
956-203-6706 so you can get the information to join.  It is open to all women from 
age 18 to 100+.  

 

If God is leading you to start a new Discipleship Group here at  
FUMC Brownsville, praise be to God! Please contact Pastor Phillip 
at your earliest convenience! 


