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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”  Matthew 6:21 

The older we grow, the faster time seems to go… As young as I still am, every 
year seems to go by quicker and quicker.  I often tell stories in my sermons about 
what is happening in the life of my family.  I hear from people all the time who 
empathize with those stories and tell me to cherish every minute with my family 
no matter how chaotic it may get!  Listening to this helps keep my  priorities in 
perspective.  I continually strive to enjoy the present rather than look too far 
ahead to the future.  The phrase holds true, time does fly.  It is so easy to look 
back on the year and say, “What did I accomplish?”  Ultimately, when it comes to 
where we put our time in a year, I believe Jesus says it best...  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” Matthew 6:21 

As we begin this new year of 2020, where is your treasure found?  The answer 
will be whatever your heart is around the most.  Whatever you are most          
passionate about.  Is that treasure of God?  If it is, then continue on good and 
faithful servant.  Serve with the fruits of the Spirit on your side and reap a 
great harvest for the Kingdom!  If that treasure lies outside of God, then know 
that God wants your heart!  Do not let another year go by without pursuing a 
heavenly treasure.  Time is one of the most valuable commodities we have.  Use 
your time to cultivate and practice the gifts of the Holy Spirit! 

Our Church will have a variety of opportunities this year to do powerful work for 
the Kingdom of God.  Jesus encourages us to not put our priorities into things of 
this world that are unreliable, but to put our priorities and time into things that 
matter to God.  To put our priorities into caring for and nurturing people.  To put 
our priorities into cultivating our own relationship with God, praying and listening 
to Him.  My prayer for our Church this year is to apply our hearts into treasures 
that make an impact in building the Kingdom of God.  If time is going to fly, then 
let it fly in the right direction! 

 Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Phillip Hoeflinger 



January Altar Rail 

UNTO THE LEAST OF THESE… 

  For the past 16 years I have followed Jesus’ mandate to “feed the hungry” in the  
fishing  villages of Mezquital and Higuerillas on the Gulf Coast, an hour drive south of 
Matamoras.  Every week with the help of FUMC members and volunteers among the   
recipients, we have delivered food, clothing, and over the counter medicines to our 
brothers and sisters.  The donated food includes beans, rice, canned vegetables, and 
cooking oil; the medicines we buy are mainly for diarrhea, pink eye, skin rashes, and 
whooping cough.  Our other principal costs are for truck maintenance and gasoline for 
our twice weekly trips to the gulf coast and  2-3 additional trips to Matamoras to build 
up a truck load for the coast.   

 The shrimp and fish harvest for the past three or four years have been ex-
tremely poor.  This has caused a massive exodus of working age persons both male and 
female from these villages leaving only the elderly and children residing there.  With 
greatly reduced income, the poor have become poorer, looking to us to help them even 
more than previously.  So our challenge has increased in recent years.   

      This next Sunday, January  5, 2020, you have the opportunity with your altar rail 
offering to help us meet this increased challenge by responding to Jesus when he tell 
us to give “to the least of these”. 

Pat Pace Sr.  

Kids Nite Out 

 

Kids Nite Out will be Friday, January 10 at 6 pm.  Bring your kids for a fun 
evening at the church while you do what you need to get done.  Call the church 
office, 956-546-5364 by Thursday, January 9th to reserve your child’s place.  

1/18   William Turbeville III 

1/19    Esther Garcia 

1/20    Joan Moline 

           Mary Reser 

       Gerry Vest 

1/22    Ginger Spruiell 

1/25    Zachary Masso 

1/27    Norma Ferguson 

1/29    Joan Brown 

       Vicki Saenz 

1/2      Gene Brewer 

   Allen Pace 

1/7      Marianela Watson 

           Robert Hoeflinger 

1/9      Richard Henneke 

1/10    Fred Ragland 

       Orlando Garza, Jr. 

1/11    Lin Davis 

1/16    Pat L. Pace, Sr.  

       Brooke Feurtado 

 



New Year, 
New Opportunity for 

a new You! 

 

Come to Alpha for direction. 

 
Alpha is for anyone who wants to investigate whether God exists and if there is 

any point to life. And for anyone who wants to know what happens after death or 
understand the basics of the Christian faith. Your background and viewpoint don't 

matter if you are willing to see whether Jesus Christ has any real relevance for 
your life. 

 

January 5th is the final day to register for Alpha! 10 week course on Thursday 
evenings led by Chuck & Gerry Hofmeister.  You can register in the Welcome 

Center or call the church office. 

 

Wednesday programs resume 

 

 

  Meet in the Middle, Prayer Shawl, Women’s Bible Study and the           

Cornerstone class will all resume on Wednesday January 8th.  If you haven’t 

checked any of these classes out try them as we start the new year.      

Prayer Shawl starts at 3 pm in the Welcome Center.   Women’s Bible Study 

is at 5 pm in the Welcome Center.  The  Cornerstone class  is at 6 pm  in 

the meeting room.   Meet in the Middle is in the Welcome Center and the       

Fellowship Hall.  


