
February 1, 2020 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.”  

Matthew 25:35-36 

In this verse, Jesus is speaking to his disciples about how he will judge the nations when he 
comes back in glory.  He says that there will be two groups that he will separate as a shepherd 
does the sheep from the goats.  It is in the above verse that Jesus tells the sheep why he has 
put them under his care.  It is the treatment they have offered to him when they had the    
opportunity to do so.  The disciples respond in confusion, asking Jesus "When?"  They did not 
recall Jesus being any of these things he was mentioning, never sick or naked, a stranger, or in 
prison.  But Jesus responds, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me." 

What an encouragement Jesus gives to do good to all!  God wants all who have His breath in 
their lungs to experience His care and love.  We are called as His children to not only be     
obedient to Christ's teachings but represent Jesus well as His body.  That is why I am so   
happy to announce that FUMC Brownsville is entering into a long-term partnership with World 
Central Kitchen.  A non-profit organization that is feeding thousands of hungry asylum seekers 
every day who are residing just miles from us on the border of Matamoros. 

World Central Kitchen is an organization that seeks to feed those who are left hungry in the 
wake of both natural and man-made disasters for almost 10 years.  They identified the crisis 
on the border as an important site for their work, and I am pleased to say that our Church will 
now be their central place of operation for preparing food and organizing volunteers for as 
long as they are needed.  This decision was brought before, and approved, by the leadership of 
FUMC on both the Trustee committee and Church council. 

WCK do not need cooks, but people who can help prepare food in our remodeled church kitchen.  
They have assured me that anybody who volunteers will have something they can do to help.  
For now, they have enough volunteers signed up for the next two weeks but will need more long
-term help soon.  There will be a future on-line registration to sign-up for hours.  Keep track of 
your weekly bulletins and e-mails as I will have more updates to come on how to volunteer your 
time in partnering with WCK as the body and devoted sheep of Christ!  Again, I am blessed and 

honored to be your pastor. 

 Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Phillip Hoeflinger 



February Altar Rail Offering for We Care Fund 

 
  

The altar rail offering for February is designated for the We Care fund. 

 The We Care fund is an emergency fund used to help individuals who 
come to our church office with requests for assistance to cover such      
expenses as overdue rent, utilities, and other emergency needs including 
transportation for medical appointments and food vouchers.  

We provide this service when we have funds available to do so. If we are 
not able to assist, we make appropriate referrals to other churches or local 
agencies who can meet their needs.   

The We Care fund depends solely on your contributions thru the altar rail 
offering and personal donations.  Currently, our funds are low.  

As you come to communion on Sunday, we ask that you be generous with 
your offering so that we can continue to maintain our We Care ministry. 

  

Thank you. 

Laura Gilmore 

Kid’s Nite Out  

Kid’s Nite Out will be February 14th at 6 pm.  Bring your 
kids to the church for a fun evening while you are free to 
do something else.   Call the church office 956-546-5364 

to reserve your place by Thursday, February 13th.  This is free.  


