
† DOXOLOGY                                                                   UMH 95 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God all creatures here below.  
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts.  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               Malachi 3:1—4  

†GOSPEL LESSON           Luke 3:1—6 
This is the Word of the Lord              

Thanks be to God 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION “Sanctuary” 

 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  

Pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.  

 
SERMON    “Excavation of the Lord”                Pastor Celia 
 
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH NICENE CREED  UMH 880                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

                                                                                                                        
† GLORIA PATRI                 UMH 70 

 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. AMEN 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten son 
of God,  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, True God from true God, begotten not 

made, of one being with the Father; through him all things 
were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 

truly human.  

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he      
suffered death and was buried.  

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the    
Scriptures;  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets.  

 

We believe in the one holy catholic* and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  

 

*universal 

 

                 

 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  

     Invitation to Christ’s Table                      UMH 12 

     Confession and Assurance of Pardon  

     Passing of the Peace 
     

The Great Thanksgiving                               UMH 13 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Receiving the bread and cup 
 

The altar rail offering for this month will go We Care.  

 
SENDING FORTH 

  
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                                             

† CLOSING HYMN   “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”   UMH 196 

Benediction                      UMH 898 

POSTLUDE      “Silent Night (Meditation #1)”      Arr. Gary Norian 

DEPART TO SERVE THE LORD 

 

If you are visiting today, we are so glad that you are here!   
Please visit our visitor center after the service where we have a gift 
bag waiting for you to take home.  Thank you for helping us worship 

Jesus Christ this morning! 

Remembering our members & 

visitors at home 

 

Don & Laverne Robinson 

Marilyn & Dean Young 

Darlene Pace                     Bill Turbeville 

Pray for Military 

 

Nichole Liggett          Vanessa Davis 

Nicholas Lovelace     Jon Ayala                      

Daniel A. Peña           Chris Jaramillo 

 

We will keep requests on this list for two weeks unless extension is         
requested.  If you are having surgery please let us know by calling the 
church office so the Pastor can make her visits to the  hospital. 

 

 

 

 

Duran Gonzales 

Abraham Jimenez 

Jim Roberts 

Alicia Azzario 

Paul Sinclaire 

Tom McFeeby 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE             “Coventry Carol”         Arr. Lloyd Larson  

WELCOME  AND GREETING                             Pastor Celia Halfacre                                                                                                                                      

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Upon learning that his wife, Elizabeth, would bear a son  . . .  

In our day when people would often prefer to hear themselves speak than 

to listen, let us take this time to find God’s peace in our listening.  

     May God speak to our hearts of the coming of the light.  

 Speak, Loving Father, for your servants are listening.  

     May God’s spirit move in peace through our hearts to bring tidings of  
     comfort and joy.  
 
 Speak, Holy Spirit, for your servants are listening.  

     May Jesus’ presence fill our heart to love in His name.  

 Speak, Loving Savior, for your servants are listening.  

     Congregational Singing:  Star Child Verse 2 

Street child, beat child, no place left to go,  
Hurt child, used child, no one wants to know.  

This year, this year, let the day arrive 
When Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive.  

 
† HYMN OF PRAISE   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”      V. 1, 2, 6, 7 
         UMH 211 
† OPENING PRAYER  

     Holy God who calls prophets and gives them your Word: we  
     pray you would open our ears and our hearts to  hear your  
     Word today as we await the coming of your Son. Our world  
     needs your peace, Lord, so let us be purveyors and proclaimers  
     for you. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.   

 
 PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 

A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  
(Children are welcome to go to the nursery or remain in worship) 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER   

PRAYER RESPONSE     “O Little Town of Bethlehem” V 4    UMH 230 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                                
    (Please place your prayer cards in the offering plates. You may give your tithe  

      in person, online, or mail your check to the church at 1225 Boca Chica  

      Brownsville, TX 78520) 
 

 

                           
                                                                                                                                 

             
               
 
 

OFFERTORY            “Is your Heart Prepared”                        R. Lau 
Chancel Choir 

 
 

† Indicates a time to rise, in body or in spirit 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

Rev. Dr. Celia Halfacre 
 

1225 Boca Chica Boulevard, Brownsville, Texas 78520 

Office Phone  (956) 546-5364      

Email: office@fumcbrownsville.org  
 

www.fumcbrownsville.org  

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR SERVICE  
 

 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church.  Our worship service is a    
gathering to praise God, experience the love of Christ and inspire us to share 
God’s love and grace in all we do. 
 
 We invite you to leave a record of your presence with us in the Friendship 

Pads available at the side of the pews. We invite you to register your           

attendance and pass the pad down the pew to others. 

 We also invite you to check in on Facebook or on which ever social media 

platform you use.  

 For the benefit of parents and their young children, our Lambs’ Landing 

nursery (infant to age 6) is available in room 11 across the central courtyard 

in the last classroom, next to the fenced playground. 

 For those who may get cold in the sanctuary, we have shawls knitted by  
members of this church.  Feel free to get one or ask the ushers for one.  If you 
know someone who needs a prayer shawl for comfort during a difficult time 
there are also shawls  available for this.  

 
 If you would like your prayer request to be printed in the bulletin, please fill 

out one of the Prayer Request Cards available in the pew pockets and place it 

in the offering plate. 

TAKE HOME CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

Office hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am  to 3:00pm  

Week days 8:30 — Zoom Prayer Meeting  

Meeting ID: 843 3160 3735 / Passcode: fumcb 

Sunday , December 5                    

9:30 am -  New Life Sunday School (Meeting Room) 

9:30 am - Above & Beyond (Fellowship Hall) 

9:30 am - Coffee with Pastor (Welcome Center) 

11:00 am - Worship Service 

5:00 pm - Youth gathering (Youth Room) 

Monday, December 6  

12 noon  - Lunch with Jesus Bible Study @ Cobbleheads 

6:00 pm - Cub Scouts - Rooms 22/23 

     NO   -    SPRC Meeting 

7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (Ed. Building) 

Wednesday, December 8 

3:00 pm  - Prayer Shawl Ministry (Welcome Center) 

6:30 pm  - Youth Bible Study (Youth Room) 

6:30 pm -  Parent Bible Study (Above & Beyond Classroom) 

7:00 pm -  Choir (Sanctuary) 

Friday, December 10 

6:30 pm -   Choir Dress Rehearsal   (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, December 12 

9:30 am -   New Life Sunday School (Meeting Room) 

9:30 am -   Above & Beyond (Fellowship Hall) 

11:00 am - Worship Service 

5:00 pm -   Youth Meeting (Youth Room) 

OUR STAFF                                                               
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Celia Halfacre 

(512)564-0686 / pastorcelia@gmail.com  

 

Music Director, Joan Wiley 

Accompanist, Sergio Godinez 

Nursery, Sulema Saiz & Tanya Saiz  

Administrative Assistant, Annette Delgado 

Youth Director, Dianne McCleary 

Church Custodian,  Joe Peña 

Service of the Longest Night 

This time of year comes with expectations about what we should do and how 

we should feel when what we really need is to be in the presence of God 

stripped of those expectations. This service on 12/21 at 6:30 pm held in the               

Sanctuary offers you the time and space to be in God’s presence just as you 

are, and feel what you feel. Whether you are grieving a loved one’s passing or   

anxious, you are welcome to come on this longest night of the year to be in 

God’s presence.    

Important and Upcoming Dates  
December 12 — Cantata Sunday  

December 21 — Service of the Longest Night 

December 24 — Christmas Eve  

January 2022 — Tuesday Night Study with Pastor  

Star Child 


