
April 1, 2021 
 

Tears of Joy and Sadness 
 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” 
John 20:15 

  
Going through Holy Week is always a very meaningful time for my faith. There is noth-

ing more powerful than the final days and hours of Jesus’ life with his disciples before he of-
fers Himself for the sin of the world. There is nothing more humbling than the sacrifice and 
death of Christ on the cross which reveals the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit’s love for us. 
There is nothing more hopeful than the empty tomb and Christ’s invitation for us to share in 
it!  

When Mary initially found the empty tomb, it was devastating to her. After already los-
ing    Jesus once on the cross, she thought his body had been taken and lost him again. Little 
did she know that Jesus was not gone, or even dead! He was alive in his resurrected body 
standing right next to her asking why she wept. It was not until Jesus called her by name 
that Mary knew exactly who stood   before her. Immediately those tears of lament turned 
into tears of joy! 

This past year, our world has experienced grief and sadness the likes we have not seen 
in many years. It is important we acknowledge this pain and hardship, shedding tears for what 
has been lost. But thanks be to God, through Christ Jesus our Lord we are not meant to re-
main in tears and sadness. Jesus would not leave Mary in her sorrow, but instead would reveal 
His new life to her. Jesus then asked her to be the first to proclaim this good news to oth-
ers! That is the journey we take as we move through Holy Week, the process of God turning 
our tears of lament into tears of hope and               expectation! 

I pray you will go on this voyage with us, to experience not just the tears of joy, but al-
so the tears of sadness as well. There can be no real joy in the resurrection without first ac-
knowledging the suffering of the cross. I encourage you to come Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday at 7pm either in person or online as God’s love and glory for you is on full display. And 
I look forward to celebrating with you the joy that Mary felt in witnessing the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday at 7am and 11am. Come Holy Spirit, and transform our tears 
of sadness, into tears of joy! 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Phillip Hoeflinger 



 
 ALTAR RAIL GIVING 

 
We will again start collecting money for our missional giving through Altar 
rails on the first Sunday of the month.  We will have a plate at the back of 
the sanctuary for the Altar Rail offering .  You may also send money to the 
office or give online..  You just need to specify that it is for the Altar Rail.  

 
 

April Altar Rail for Infant, Family and Nutrition Agency 
   

     Last year, as we were getting ready to have our annual “NUTS 4           
NUTRITION 5K/1-MILE FUN RUN” fundraiser, we were greeted with the 
news of the rapidly spreading and deadly corona virus. The pandemic has 
been particularly hard on our agency. Our normal day-to-day activities were 
disrupted by the lockdowns, and now we are looking forward to     getting 
back to the important work which we have been doing for over thirty six 
years.  
     This pandemic has taught us to strengthen our resolve because our   
mission is an important and critical one.  We have learned that underlying 
medical conditions such as diabetes, hypertension, and obesity have placed 
people at higher risk of contracting the COVID-19 virus, and once            
infected, placed people at higher risk of death.  We are at the right place 
at the right time for the work we are carrying out in the fight against this 
virus and the prevention of diabetes, hypertension, and obesity in the      
future. We must continue to educate young mothers and new mothers and 
their families about not only the importance of breastfeeding, but also 
about the important role nutrition plays in being able to avoid the higher 
risk situations presented by diseases like COVID-19.   
     We have adapted to the challenges posed by the pandemic and learned 
to use new tools and creative ways to assist our clients. The support of our 
community is more critical than ever before if we are to carry on with our 
mission. Your generosity on Easter Sunday with the Altar Rail Offering will 
be a great blessing for this nonprofit agency founded as a ministry of the 
church.  
      Blessings from all of us at IFNA!  

 

Holy Week Worship 
Maundy Thursday 7 pm  In Person and on Youtube 

Good Friday 7 pm  In Person and on Youtube 
Easter Sunday  7 am  With bells and singing 

Easter Sunday 11 am  In Person and on Youtube 



 

 

 

FUMC Covid-19 Update 
 

 

The Covid Team met on March 23rd to discuss how we would possibly be 
able to start opening while still maintaining safety for all people using our 
facility.  We decided that Sunday School classes and other bible study 
groups could start immediately to come back into the building.  We will 
require masks being worn and 6 feet be maintained.  We will be marking 
off the rooms to indicate what is the safe distance.  We will allow other 
groups that use our facility to return after Easter on Monday, April 5, 
2021.  We will require that all groups follow our covid protocols and will 
ask them to wipe down surfaces when they leave.  It is our desire to try 
to return to being a vital part of this community and to focus on being a 
welcoming, witnessing, worshiping congregation.   
 

Mary Reser 
Covid Team chairperson 



APRIL  BIRTHDAYS  
 

4/1       Judy Bergman 
4.4       Jaqueline Ojeda 
4/9       Mayra G. Garza 

    4/10      James H. Gates, Jr. 
4/11      Lupita Sanchez 
4/12      Larry Eslinger 
4/15       Debra Gates 

     4/23      Geraldine Treviño 


