
 

“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such 
things." Philippians 4:8 

Lent is meant to be a season of sacrifice, repentance, and reflection on 
Christ's journey to the cross. Little did we know when we started this journey 

how much 
our world would be changed in the span of these 40 days. The spread of the corona-virus has 
been alarming and its effect on the world, devastating. For many of us, when a crisis occurs we 
want to know what we can do to help. In this case, we have been asked to simply stay home for a 
time period which continues to be extended. If you are like me, this "simple" duty of intentionally 
staying home as often as you can is anything but simple. We are all living into a new reality of 
uncertainty and isolation, and that my friends is not simple. 
Are you feeling overwhelmed, anxious, depressed? What are you feeding your mind? If you turn 
on the news all you see is 24-7 news and commentary on the corona-virus, and though it is 
important to stay informed it is not healthy to be overwhelmed. Now more than ever, it is vital 
that we listen to the apostle Paul's words from Philippians 4:8 to think about things that are true, 
noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, or praiseworthy!  
What are you feeding your mind? Have you placed time reading Scripture as part of your new 
routine? Read the story of Jesus, listen to His words. He is the one who heals, the one who knows 
our human frailties and struggles, and the one who overcame them all! As we continue down the 
mountain of Lent and experience the sacrifice of the cross, may we be reminded that hope is 
around the corner. Hope that is brought through the defeat of sin and death through the 
resurrection of Jesus! Easter is coming church, put your mind on the journey towards it. Your 
church leadership will continue to do our part in keeping you informed on the ministries of FUMC 
to help you love God and love neighbor. We will be broadcasting worship live every Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. and I will be offering a time of prayer every weekday at 8:30 a.m. on our new YouTube 
channel. Be sure to subscribe to the channel if you want to interact with us in the chat room. We 
also will be refraining from taking the sacrament of Holy Communion until it is physically safe to 
meet together again. This was a difficult decision, but remember God's grace is even greater 
than the sacrament which represents it. May we experience that amazing grace this month as 
the body of Christ wherever we may be, for however long we may be there. 
Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Phillip Hoeflinger 

 



 

FUMC Holy Week, April 5 - 12th 
Holy Week is one that many of us look forward to recognizing, celebrating, and worshiping what 
Jesus Christ accomplished in his arrival to Jerusalem, the last supper, His sacrifice on the 
cross, and of course His triumphant resurrection. This year Holy Week will look and be 
experienced differently, but the story remains the same! All services will be held live over our 
new YouTube channel. 

Palm Sunday - April 5th @ 11:00 p.m. 
 Traditionally, this is the day we pass out palm branches, wave them triumphantly, and witness 

our annual Easter Choir Cantata. The Cantata unfortunately has been postponed, but your 
household is encouraged to pick up a palm or some sort of greenery during the week and place 
it on your front door! Do this as a sign to your neighbors that you are welcoming Jesus into 
your home this Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursday - April 9th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 The day we recognize Jesus' final hours with His disciples, washing their feet, instituting 

the last supper, and praying in the garden. We will not be sharing communion together, but 
we will be having a time of foot washing in the service. Before we begin the service, have a 
bowl or pan of water available with a cloth nearby. 

Good Friday - April 10th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 This service will focus on the passion, crucifixion, and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Without the reality of Jesus' death, there can be no real joy in the resurrection 
of Easter. 

Easter Sunrise - April 12th @ 7:00 a.m. 
As the sun rises, hear the story of Jesus' resurrection straight from the Gospels! 

Easter Sunday Service - April 12th @ 11:00 a.m. 
Celebrate with us the joy of Easter and the hope we have through Jesus' victory over sin 
and death! Even though we may be in our homes and have no plans of going out, we 
encourage you to get dressed as if you were coming to Church. Let's give our best for the 
Lord this day! 

  



 

Virginia White of Good Neighbor Settlement House said that GNSH is still 
open would like to make a request of the our congregation. As you know, this 
Cornovirus has a grip on our society and we must practice social distancing to 
lower everyone’s exposure. However the most vulnerable besides our elderly 

are also our street homeless and families experiencing hardships do to job losses 
in a workforce that is shutting down to comply with our executive orders from 
our 

local and county leaders. For this reason Good Neighbor staff is continue to work it’s mission to 
help needy men, women, and children in our community. We are requesting your help for in-kind 
donations or monetary donations to continue preparing meals for street homeless and families 
experiencing hardship. 

*In kind Donation: 
Individual hand wipes 

Individual packets: Creamer/Sugar 

Lysol 
Sandwich ziplock bags 

Aluminum/Paper wrappers 

Hair nets 

Food Handlers gloves or Latex gloves 
Fabuloso Floor wash 

For monetary donation can be made mailing a check to: 

Payable : Good Neighbor Settlement House 

1254 E. Tyler St 

Brownsville, Texas 78520 

Or by paypal on our website: www.goodneighborsh.org and 
facebook page: goodneighborsettlementhouse 

Staff and volunteers are committed to continue as best we can and for as long as we can to 
assist our neighbor’s in need. We ask for your continued support to our mission. 

How to Make a Donation to FUMC 
With our services closed to the public we have not been able to have our weekly time of 
offering as we "pass the plates". For those who would like to continue to support our 

ministry your tithe and offering is greatly appreciated during this time of uncertainty.  
You can mail a check to FUMC at 1225 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville, TX 78520.   
You can give with a debit or credit card via our website at www.fumcbrownsville.org by clicking 
on the "donate" button on the upper right portion of the page. You will have to briefly create a 
profile in order to do this, but you only have to do it once. 

May we trust the Lord and pray that these gifts are multiplied for the glory of His kingdom on earth as 
it is in heaven. 



 

YouTube Help! 
We have heard from some that you are able to see the worship service but have 
not had the option to chat and interact. Try the following and see if it will help! 

1. Make a Google profile. YouTube is owned by Google and in order to chat and make a 
comment your name needs to have a profile associated to it. 

2. Subscribe to the FUMC Brownsville channel. There should be a red square button in the 
upper right portion of the page with the word "subscribe". You know you have subscribed 
if that button turns from red to gray and says "subscribed". 

Hopefully after you have done one or both of these steps you will be able to connect and 
participate in our time of worship together. 


