
Good Friday 2021 

“Into your hands…” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

 

Matthew 27:45-50 (as Mark) 
45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land[a] until three in the afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried 

with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some 

of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it 

with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to save him.”[b] 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.[c] 

 

Luke 23:44-46 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land[a] until three in the afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light 

failed;[b] and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your 

hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 

 

John 19:28-30 
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar 

full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his 

mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

1) 

“…love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

The love of God displayed on the cross of Good Friday really is amazing – it’s amazing because it is divine. Many men 

and women throughout history have been brutally executed – on Good Friday, God himself is executed in his son, on the 

cross. Like any execution it is abhorrent and yet, it shows us God’s amazing self-giving love. 

 

This year we focused on Christ’s word from the cross during Lent here at church. 7 last words were uttered by Christ, and 

each of them shows us something about the amazing love of God. In order to see this love, we have to look and listen 

carefully, we have to see with eyes of faith – otherwise we only see brutality.  

It’s important we see the brutality and don’t deny it, but it’s easy to get lost in it. God invites us to get lost in his 

love, not in the brutality of his son’s death. 

 

Today we have heard three words spoken from the cross: 

 

Repeat 

 

Each of the three words represents the final words of Christ from the cross spoken in the particular gospel.  

 

We don’t really know in which order Jesus spoke the 7 words that are spread out through all four gospels. You can try to 

piece them together – it’s an interesting puzzle game. 

 

For example, take Matthew. According to Matthew (and Mark) “my God, my God why have you forsaken me?” is the last 

thing Jesus says.  

But check out verse 50, it says that Jesus cried again with a loud voice. In your puzzle game you could say, well 

that’s when he said “Father into your hands I commend my spirit” from the Gospel of Luke. Because look: in Luke 23:46 

it says that Jesus said it with “a loud voice.”  

Isn’t it like piecing together a puzzle? And maybe after that he said “it is finished” from John 19… 

 

Maybe working on these puzzle pieces helps you to connect on deeper levels with the amazing love of God on the cross.  

Or do you feel it makes it all so confusing? Do you feel it would be so much better if there was only one gospel 

account in the Bible that tells us the whole story of Jesus in the right order? Maybe you don’t like puzzles! 

 

There are many factors that can challenge us and block our few of God’s amazing love.  

I want to invite you: go with what we have! Go with the words that we heard tonight and let God’s spirit help you 

see his amazing love in them. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A45-50+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24172a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A45-50+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24176b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A45-50+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24177c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A44-46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25970a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A44-46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25971b


2) 

I’m tempted to say it is my job tonight to help you draw closer to God through the story of Good Friday. But it really is 

the job of the Holy Spirit. All I will do tonight is witness – I’m an ordinary human being, I make mistakes, I can get 

confused or not see things right – I may say thing that make it even harder for you to see God’s amazing love!  

 

That’s why tonight we trust that we are not alone in this sanctuary and on our TV and computer screens – tonight we trust 

that God is with us and speaks to our hearts so we may hear, see and get lost and found in his amazing love. 

 

Do you remember the Sunday in Lent when we reflected about Jesus’ shocking sentence “my God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?” Don’t worry, this is not a test! We assumed that Jesus wasn’t saying this randomly. We speculated that 

Jesus was fully aware that “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” was a sentence from Psalm 22. We imagined 

that Jesus knew this Psalm by heart and that when he said these terrible words, he was fully aware that the end of Psalm 

22 results in a deep trust in God. 

 

Take a look at the reading from Luke. Don’t you find that Luke confirms to us that Jesus indeed trusted his heavenly 

Father to the very end?  

When Jesus said “into your hands I commend my spirit” he quoted yet another psalm of the Bible, a psalm that is 

all about deep trust in God.  

With Luke’s puzzle piece we have sort of a double confirmation that Jesus trusted God throughout the terrible 

torture of his death.  

3) 

What do you do with that information?  

Doesn’t Jesus in a way show us how to trust God in the “hopeless” situations of your life? 

 

Have you been in a situation where you felt all hope was gone? Have you been in situations when you prayed feverishly 

for something to happen or not to happen? Have you prayed for a family member or friend that had Covid really bad and 

the more you prayed the more you realized – he won’t make it, she won’t survive this? 

 

Good Friday tells us that hope does not die when all hope seems lost. Good Friday invites us to believe that even when 

life is a torture and there is no chance for a resolving outcome – we can still trust God!  

When Christ said “it is finished” it was not all over! Hope was NOT finished, on the contrary, a whole new 

chapter of hope started after. 

 

Death is not the end. Death is no longer the finish line after which there is no reason for hope anymore. When all that you 

have left to pray is “Father, into your hands I commend myself or my loved one” – you do not give up your hope. You 

yourself or that person up to God and that changes the way how you continue to live. 

 

When we lose a loved one because there was no hope of restoration left, we are not done with hope. We start our bitter 

journeys of grief and we trust that God is present to us in those journeys. In the same way as we trust that God is present 

to those who have lost their battles and given up their last breath. 

 

The brutal story of Good Friday shows us that in all of life’s brutal situations we can trust God. We can’t trust that all the 

difficult situations in our lives will have a good outcome, but we can trust that God always works for the good.  

 

- People hoped & prayed WWII was not going to happen 

- People hoped & prayed that Hurricane Katrina was not going to hit New Orleans. 

- People hoped & prayed covid would not result in a pandemic 

- People hoped & prayed that in the 21st century we will not have to deal with systemic racism in the Western world 

anymore 

 

We can always hope and pray – even Jesus hoped and prayed that if it was possible his father let the cup of suffering pass 

– but it didn’t pass. Jesus had to go through it – and he did with trust. 

 

You too can go through the hardships of your life. You don’t trust that everything will be just fine, you trust that God’s 

goodness cannot be defeated. That’s why we sing: 

“…love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


